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Happy ‘Eid AI Fitr 

TO CELEBRATE ‘Eid AI Fitr all ministries and gov- 
ernment departments will observe a public holiday 
from Sunday to Wednesday. The Jordan Times will 
continue publishing throughout the holidays to cover 
His Majesty King Hussein's safe return on Tuesday 
We wish our readers and advertisers a very happy ‘Hid 
Al Fite. 
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British couple, four Dutch 
kidnapped in Yemen 

THE HAGUE (AFP) — Four Dutch citizens and two 
Britons were kidnapped by unidentified men in 
Yemen on Sunday, Dutch foreign ministry officials 
said. The six were seized while driving from Sadah. in 
the north of the country, toward Sanaa. Ministry 
spokesman Anien Lckkerkerkcr said. There was no 
immediate indication of who was behind the kidnap- 
ping or their motives. In London, the British Foreign 
Office said officials were trying to contact the families 
of the missing British pair, if declined 10 give their 
identities. 
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pNA releases pris- 
oners for 
end of Ramadan 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
RJesrinian National Authori- 
n' (PNA) Sunday released 
dozens of political prisoners 
to mark the festival of Eid Al 
Htr which ends the fasting 
month of Ramadan. ‘These 
prisoners, mainly members of 
the fundamentalist Islamic 
Jihad and Hamas, had been 
held without trial for more 
tkm a year, and their release 
was ordered by President 
Yasser Arafat," a high ranking 
Palestinian official told AFP 
asking not to be named. An 
official of the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement, Hamas, 
who also spoke on condition 
of anonymity, confirmed the 
releases but expressed dissat- 
isfaction. "This will not be 
enough as long as such lead- 
ers as Abdul Aziz Rantisi, 
Ibrahim Makkadm eh and 
Jamal Natsbeh remain in 
prison,” be told AFP. 

Israeli plot 
to assassinate 
Saddam — report 

LONDON (AFP) — Israel 
: plained to assassinate Iraqi 
- President Saddam Hussein 
last month, but cancelled the 
. operation at the last minute 
because it coincided with 
U.S.-British air attacks on 
Iraq, it was reported here Sun- 
day. The Sunday Times said 
that Mossad, Israel’s intelli- 
gence agency, had devised a 
plan to kill President Hus- 
seirrwkb guided missiles {hir- 
ing a visit to his mistress in 
northwestern Iraq. But after 
months of training by Israeli 
commandos, which were to 
have been flown into Iraq, the 
plan was shelved because of 
the air attacks and because 
Foreign Minister Arid 
Sharon and Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Monfcchai refused to 
ghe final approval, said the 
British weekly. They appar- 
_ently doubted tire accuracy of 
Mossad's information about 
Saddam Hussein’s where- 
abouts, according to the Sun- 
day Tunes. 

Colombia orders 
arrest of former 
EU ambassador 

BOGOTA (R) — Colombian 
prosecutors have ordered the 
attest of the country’s former 
ambassador to the European 
Union on suspicion of organ- 
ising ultra-right death squads, 
local media repcared on Sun- 
day. Carlos Arturo Marti! anda 
qmt as Colombia’s envoy to 
Brussels in November 1996 
when the European Parlia- 
ment raised questions about 
las links to an outlawed para- 
military gang operating on his 
family’s sprawling estate in 
Colombia’s northern Cesar 
pwince. The gang was 
accused by the mili tary in the 
catty 1990s of killing at least 
to* peasants and forcing 
more than 130 families to flee 
Matulanda’s 6,000 hectare 
Bellacruz estate at the start of 
ftede carl* 

Taleban hang 
amputated feet in 
Kabul as warning 

KABUL (AFP) — Ampuiat- 
feet of six Taleban soldiers 
[Jtovicted of highway robbery 
been hung from trees 
. jJjtoKl tire streets here, resi- 
said Sunday. Local resi- 
said the feet had been 
at the cross roads and 
°®side main mosques as a 
that tto ruling militia 
^ pot tolerate crime or dis- 
^ion from within its own 
“The feet were strung- 
soon after die public 
^Putations cm Friday and 
been han ging there 
since. People stop and 
it's quite a surprising 
s ^" one resident told AFP. 


King refutes reports on external 
interference in Jordan’s affairs 


AMMAN — His Majesty* 
King Hussein on Sunday 
denied news reports alleging 
the King reached agreements 
with U.S. officials while in 
Washington on sweeping 
reforms that would determine 
the future of Jordan and its 
leadership. 

His Majesty, quoted by a 
Royal Court statement 
released late Sunday, denied 
that such meetings with 
American or non-American 
officials took place as various 
mass media have been report- 
ing since the King started 
treatment at Mayo Clinic in 
mid-July. 

“His Majesty read an article 
published by’Al Watan AI 
Arabi magazine in its Jan. S. 
1999 issue on meetings in the 
U.S. between the King and 
American officials to discuss 


the future of Jordan, succes- 
sion to the throne and 
arrangements for changes 
after the King’s return home." 
the statement said. 

“His Majesty stresses that 
no such meetings took place 
with American nor non- 
American officials and 
emphasises that all other 
news reports made since the 
King began his treatment and 
until the aforementioned arti- 
cle dealing with the King’s 
health, Jordan’s future and 
what goes in His Majesty's 
mind are mere speculation,” 
added the statement. 

"In reality, no meetings 
were held to discuss what 
was mentioned because His 
Majesty, based on his convic- 
tions, is the one ro decide all 
that serves Jordan’s interests, 
security and the role of the 


Hashemite leadership in serv- 
ing the nation along with 
alter members of the large 
Jordanian family of various 
origins," said the statement. 

The King, (he statement 
continued, considers all such 
decisions as an internal Jor- 
danian and Hashemite affair 
as was the case throughout 
the King's reign. 

"No-one has the right to 
speculate on what goes in the 
King’s mind regarding deci- 
sions that lie considers from 
time to time a necessity aim- 
ing to correct the path and to 
achieve more stability and 
security for all Jordanians." 

The King, added the state- 
ment, Ls following up closely 
all that is happening and he 
consumes all available means 
to reach the best decision to 
serve the Kingdom and the 


nation. 

King Hussein will return 
home on Tuesday after sl\ 
months of absence in the U.S. 
for medical treatment. 

On Saturday, His Majesty- 
said in an address to the 
nation from his London resi- 
dence that he plans to launch 
a comprehensive review of 
the country's progress and 
challenges lacing it. 

“Wc .should, soon, make a 
comprehensive review of our 
nation's progress and address 
all issues and challenges that 
occupy our minds or handi- 
cap our blessed progress." the 
King said in the televised 
address. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Jordanians are expected to 
throng the streets to take pan 
in massive celebrations wel- 
coming the King home. 


Iraq weighs U.N. initiatives, 
vows to fight no-fly zones 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
said Sunday it was weighing 
French and Russian initiatives 
on future cooperation with the 
UN. Security Council as 
President Saddam Hussein 
called for a new Eastern bloc 
to counter U:S. domination. 

It also vowed to keep up its 
challenges of U.S. and British 
patrols of “no-fly" zones as 
the Baghdad press trumpeted 
victory over the United States 
on the eighth anniversary of 
die “Mother of All Battles." 

“Iraq rejects the projects of 
ill-intentioned parties and will 
continue to unmask the inten- 
tions of their sponsors which 
are plotting 3gainst Iraq,” the 
Iraqi leadership said after a 
meeting chaired by Saddam. 

“As for the other projects, 
we are pursuing dialogue with 
the sponsors... to correct some 
points on which we have a 
different opinion.” the leader- 
ship said in a statement, refer- 
ring to the French and Russ- 
ian proposals. 

Russia has submitted a plan 
to the Security Council for the 
UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of dis- 


arming Iraq to be replaced 
and the oil embargo lifted. 

While also calling for an 
end to the oil embargo. France 
bas proposed a strict regime 
of monitoring Iraq’s weapons 
and resources to ensure Bagh- 
riadrioes-Rot Tcarm. 

Baghdad is insisting on an 
immediate and unconditional 
lifting of the embargo, which 
is linked to its disarmament 
and was slapped on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
which led to the Gulf War. 

Iraq is also demanding that 
the no-fly zones be scrapped. 
On Sunday, die leadership 
warned that “Iraq is deter- 
mined to protect its airspace 
against the aggressioas of the 
United States and Britain." 

Since a U.S.-British air 
assault in December, the 
exclusion zones over northern 
and southern Iraq have been 
the scene of several incidents 
in which U.S. warplanes have 
fired at Iraqi air defences. 

As Iraq mulled over the ini- 
tiatives. Saddam proposed 
“the creation of a new group- 
ing of countries which desire 
serious cooperation in the 


Palestinian-lsraeli meeting 
planned in U.S. next month 

Israeli and Palestinian ofii- Egypt, Jordan, PLO to 

rials will meet in Washington 

meet on Mideast peace 


RAMALLAH (Rl — Senior 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials will meet in Washington 
in February to try to revive 
U.S.-brokered peace moves 
frozen by Israel chief Pales- 
tinian negotiator Saeb Erekar 
said Sunday. 

Joined by U.S. Middle East 
Envoy Dennis Ross, this will 
be the first public trilateral 
meeting since Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu's han- 
dling of peace moves prompt- 
ed Israels parliament to move 
national elections up to May 

Israeli Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Efly Beji- 
Matityahu said ministry poli- 
cy adviser Tomer Omi would 
head Israel's delegation to the 
Washington meeting, replac- 
ing Danny Naveh. who quit to 
run for parliament from the 
rightist Likud Party. 

^Tbe joint Israeii-Palestin- 
ian monitoring and steering 
committee will hold its first 
meeting since Netanyahu 
called for elections in Wash- 
ington in early February, 
Erekat told Reuters. 

‘There will be a compre- 
hensive review of the peace 
process and where we are at 

now.” he said. 

He said the Palestinian 
National Authority would ask 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa said on 
Sunday he would discuss stalled Middle East peace moves 
with his Jordanian and Palestinian counterparts in Amman 
after the ’Eid Al Fitr feast holiday. 

"This meeting will be held ro discuss the Palestinian peace 
track and to coordinate the views of our three countries on 
this issue," Musa told reporters. 

"Israel’s policies have destroyed the peace process and this 
will undoubtedly have its drawbacks. Israel has to realise that 
matters cannot be the way it wants them to be," he added. 

Musa said the ministers had not set a date for the meeting. 
He did not comment on newspaper reports of an Arab sum- 
mil in Amman this week. 

On Sunday, the London-based Asharq Al Awsai newspaper 
said the leaders of Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Yemen, Oman, 
Qatar. Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and the Palestinians 
would hold a mini-summit in Jordan later this week. 

Foreign ministers of the 22-member Arab League are due 
to meet in Cairo on Jan. 24 to discuss ways to case U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq. 


the United States to reaffirm 
publicly that the Palestinians 
had complied with the terms 
of the deal they signed with 
Israel at the White House last 
October. 

Netanyahu’s coalition splin- 
tered over the deal ceding 
occupied West Bank land to 
the Palestinians. Then parlia- 
ment moved elections for- 
ward from late 2000 after he 


Chances of summit slim 
as Saudis rally opposition 

RIYADH (AFP) — Prospects fa an Arab summit on Iraq have 
vanished following Saudi Arabia’s success in urging other Gulf 
•^taterto refine to meet die Baghdad leadership, Riy:!dl-fca$ed 
diplomats said Sunday. 

"Saudi Arabia does not want to be part of a summit that includes 
Iraq, because of Baghdad’s irresponsible attitude and its attacks on 
the kingdom and many other Arab states,” a Gulf diplomat told 
AFP. He sad the chances of a summit being held now were slim 
and "Iraq has let slip away its first opportunity to alleviate the suf- 
fering of its people since 1990." A senior Saudi official was quot- 
ed by the kingdom's press on Saturday as saying: 'Tbe general 
Arab feeling is dial circumstances are not favourable fa holding 
a summit because there is no way it can be held in the presence 
of the Iraqi leadership in the light of its last remarks." 'TT»e result 
of recent talks is that there is no possibility fa a summit now, 
especially since die Iraqi regime has inspired little optimism that 
a positive solution can be reached,” the unnamed official said 

economic, political and mili- of last month’s air war on Iraq 
tary fields and want to safe- waged by Washington and 
guard world peace.” London. 

Such a grouping was now’ a The call was directed at 
must, becau-^ of “the policy Arjt> yn j As . jan coun£r j es in 
of iht urmed Sow. Bnu, n ^ u , „ n0{ d 

Zionism and their allies which 1 . . 

has become a danger fa secu- ^nst anyone, he said in a 

rity and stability in the world." s P eech bnjadL ^ sl b Y tcle ' 
The call came as Saudi Aru- vision and radio exactly eight 
bia rejected efforts to convene years after the launch ot the 
an Arab summit in the wake 1991 Gulf War. 

neeting Turkey 

:t month criticises 

n, PLO to Ita, y over 

east peace Ocalan 

iMinisterAmr Musa said on Honnrtl ITO 

d Middle East peace moves UCpGI LUI w 

ian counterparts in Amman 

...... ANKARA ( AP) — A da\ 

Jiscuss the Palestinian peace af|er a Kurdish rcb j! 

vs of our three countries on lrf , Rome „ n 

i , ... guest for a haven, his des- 

si tlK^-e process and ih.s i na|icin r< . mained a „ cr „ 

scLs Jsrae 1 te lo nabse lhal d Turkev remainid di ,. 

nts them to be, he added. Ieased by ltalv - s refu . al 

cn set a date la the mceung. f .;i\. 

iper reports of an Arab sum- . 

^ The Italian premier s 

Asharq A] Awsai newspaper oflfi " ™ 

jin, Jokn Yemen. Ctam, “! d , A “ ul ' ah ^ ^ 

inirntes and the Palesriniuns ! etl afKr ,WJ . n,0 h n, . h ' 

,nim inier this week. !" c0 “ mr >, , wl ! ,ch 1 ,. hc 

ember Arab League are due ^ h,, P cJ woM ® lve him 

discuss ways to case U.N. as ,s , * , , , , 

1 Ocalan had left several 

hours earlier on a private 

ioze the deal, accusing Pales- P lane . fro . m R I on J. e ‘ s 

inians of failing to meet secu- Cram pi no airport. Italian 

ity commitments. said Sunday. He 

Washington has implicitly left a villa on ihe outskirts 

■ritirised Israel, saying Pales- of ‘he capital at a moment 

inians had kept their pan of when the usual throng ot 

he deal and urging progress Turkish journalists stak- 

>n the accord envisaging an ing out the site wasn t 

sraeli hand over of 13 per there, Italian news reports 

cm more of the West Bank in said, 

etum fa security and polili- 

■al moves (Continued on page 2 ) 


froze the deal, accusing Pales- 
tinians of failing to meet secu- 
rity commitments. 

Washington has implicitly 
criticised Israel, saying Pales- 
tinians had kept their pan of 
the deal and urging progress 
on the accord envisaging an 
Israeli hand over of 13 per 
cent more of the West Bank in 
return fa security and politi- 
cal moves. 
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PREPARATIONS FOR KING’S RETURN: A vendor Sunday distributes pictures of 
His Majesty King Hussein to a motorist in Amman, ahead of the King’s return to 
Jordan on Tuesday (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 

Agricultural sector concerned over 
government’s drought measures 


By .Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — With the stale of 
drought that was officially 
declared late Saturday, the 
agriculture sector will be lim- 
ited by restrictions that arc 
certain to anger farmers. 

According to a scheme pre- 
pared by the government to 
cope with the drought current- 
ly affecting Jordan, amounts 
of water used for agriculture 
in the Jordan Valley will be 
rationed, while a ban on some 
plants thar require high 
amounts of water is possible. 

The Water Authority' will 
reduce the amount of water 
pumped to the Southern Ghor 
region for agricultural use by 
50 per cent, to the Northern 
Ghor by 20 percent and to the 
central Ghor by 10 per cent. 

At present, around 650 mil- 
lion cubic metres (mem) of 
water a year are used fa agri- 
culture, part of which is non- 
renewable, according to water 
experts. 

Tbe authority’ is currently 
studying "difficult” regula- 
tions to ration water supplies 
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for bananas and citrus fruits, 
while summer crops such as 
mallow, eggplant and com 
could be prohibited. 

The plans drew the criticism 
of agricultural industry lead- 
ers. 

“These measures will harm 
a JD3 billion agricultural 
industry in the Jordan Valley," 
the chairman of the Jordan 
Exporters and Producers 
Association for Fruits and 
Vegetables Khaireddin 
Shukri, told the Jordan Times. 
"I believe that the government 
does not know hew to manage 
crises properly.” 

Shukri said the authorities 
should have made long-term 
plans earlier to meet the prob- 
lem. 

"The Disi project should 
have been implemented a long 
rime ago to cover Amman's 
needs, and the Yarmouk 
River's water should go to 
agricultural projects in the 
area instead of being treated 
for domestic use.'' he added. 

Several weeks ago, the gov- 
ernment signed an $800,000 
agreement with a local firm to 


dig two deep wells in Karak in 
order to examine the quality 
of the 30,000-year-old Disi 
aquifer. 

Last October, the govern- 
ment solicited around 51 
local. Arab and foreign firms 
to pre-qualify fa the $730 
million plan on a build, oper- 
ate and transfer basis to draw 
water io Amman from the 
Disi aquifer in the south of ihe 
country. The project will entail 
drilling wells and building a 
pumping station and a 325- 
kilometre water pipeline from 
the Disi aquifer to the capital 
for the delivery of 100 incm 
per year by 2005. 

The Yarmouk River current- 
ly provides the Kingdom with 
only 1 35 mem of its full 220 
mcm share set by an Arab 
League committee in 1987. 

In addition to the private 
sector's heavy investment in 
the Jordan Valley, the govern- 
ment has spent JD1 billion in 
infrastructure there since the 
1950s, according to Shukri. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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the Arab and the Islamic nations, 
its felicitations and best wishes. 
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Yemeni president issues 
appeal for Arab summit 


SANAA (AJFP) — Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
launched an emotive appeal 
on Sunday for an Arab sum- 
mit focusing on healing rifts 
between Arab states. 

in a speech marking the 
start of the ’Eid A1 Fitr festi- 
val. Saleh said a summit of 
Arab leaders was needed to 
“review objectively'’ the 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait 
in 1990 and the ensuing Gulf 
war. 

This review would allow 
Arab leaders “to make a 
fresh start based on trans- 
parency and openness and to 
work together to reignite a 
spirit of solidarity and coop- 
eration,” he said, the official 
SABA news agency report- 
ed. 

Saleh called on Arab states 
to agree on several princi- 
ples. including “non-inter- 
ference in internal affairs 
and the recognition of every 


country’s right to exercise 
sovereignty over its territo- 
ry” 

He also urged them “to 
avoid all recourse to force 
and all threats of force to 
resolve conflicts” between 
them and also to reject “all 
recourse to force by others" 
against an Arab country. 

The president's speech 
implicitly criticised Iraq for 
its threats against Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait, but also the 
help given last month by 
those two countries to U.S.- 
British missile strikes on 
Iraq. 

Saleh also urged Arab 
‘ states to recognise their mis- 
*- takes and the barm they had 
inflicted on one another. 

The Gulf Arab states are 
demanding that Iraq apolo- 
gise for the Kuwaiti invasion 
and occupation, which 
Baghdad has refused to do. 

“It is not shameful for a 


brother, whatever its geo- 
graphic, demographic or 
economic weight, to make 
concessions to another 
brother” the Yemeni presi- 
dent said. 

“Our [Arab] Nation exists 
today in a divisive situation 
because of the plots hatched 
by those who have done 
everything possible to keep 
it weak and unable to defend 
itself” he said. 

“The time has come to turn 
over this black page of our 
history.” 

The president’s speech 
came ahead of an Arab 
League meeting Jan. 24 in 
Cairo aimed at discussing a 
Yemeni proposal to hold an 
Arab summit on Iraq follow- 
ing the U.S.-British missile 
strikes. 

The Gulf Arab states are 
opposed to such a s ummi t if 
Iraq participates. Riyadh- 
based diplomats have said. 


Egypt urges no new British-U.S. 
strikes on Iraq with end of Ramadan 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
hopes there will be no new , 
British and U.S. air and 
missile strikes on Iraq with 
the ending of the fasting 
month of Ramadan Sunday, 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said. 

“1 hope that that won’t 
happen and that a diplomat- 
ic solution will be found to 
the Iraqi crisis.” he told 
journalists. 

Four days of British-U.S. 
air and missile strikes last 
month ended shortly after 
the beginning of Ramadan 
and analysts speculated that 
the strikes would resume 
once the fast had ended. 

But U.S. Defence Secre- 
taiy William Cohen in 
Tokyo Thursday denied, any 
set plan to attack Iraq after 
the end of the holy month. 

“We will take appropriate 


action but we have made no 
specific plans pertaining to 
Ramadan,” he said. 

Musa also dismissed Iraqi 
press criticism of a recent 
series of meetings between 
Arab foreign ministers 
hosted by Cairo. 

“Consultations under way 
between some Arab minis- 
ters cannot be described as 
plots. It would be reversing 
the situation.” Musa told 
reporters. 

Iraq's official A1 Thawra 
daily on Friday slammed 
the latest meeting in Cairo 
as a tactic to divert attention 
away from Iraqi demands 
for a lifting of the U.N. 
embargo. 

The consultations, 

• between Egypt. Oman, 
Syria. Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen were aimed at coor- 
dinating their positions 


ahead of a meeting of the 
Arab League scheduled for 
Jan. 24 to discuss the situa- 
tion in Iraq. 

Meanwhile, Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid said next 
week’s meeting will strive 
to find ways to lift eight- 
year-old U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq. 

“Serious and sincere 
attempts are under way at 
the Arab League to find a 
diplomatic solution to the 
Iraqi crisis” he told 
reporters. 

“We have a tough mission 
ahead of us," he said. 

Abdul Meguid accused 
Iraq of responsibility for 
ihe crisis which prompted 
London and Washington to 
launch Operation Desert 
Fox. 


Turkey criticises Italy 
over Ocalan departure 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Germany-based Kur- 
dish news agency DEM said 
in a faxed statement Sunday 
that, according to officials 
of the Kurdish Labour Party 
tPKK). Ocalan had reached 
his destination safely. But 
nobody, including the PKK 
and Ocalan's lawyer in 
Italy, was revealing the des- 
tination. 

Italian media had said he 
had flown to Moscow. 

Russia's ambassador 
denied Sunday that the rebel 


leader was in Russia. 

It was also possible that 
the flight might have only 
been the first leg of a long 
journey toward a haven. 

“What is essential is that 
the leader of the bloody ter- 
rorist organisation cannot 
find refuge anywhere in the 
world.” declared Turkish 
Prime Minister Bulent Ece- 
viL 

The PKK has been fight- 
ing for Kurdish autonomy 
in southeastern Turkey for 
14 years. The conflict has 
killed around 37,000 peo- 


ple. 

Ankara wanted Italy to 
extradite Ocalan so he could 
be tried by Turkish courts 
on terrorism charges, but 
Italy refused, citing its laws 
that forbid extradition of 
suspects who could face the 
death penalty. 

“Despite Turkish insis- 
tence that justice be applied, 
Italian authorities have 
given the terrorist leader the 
opportunity to leave Rome," 
said a statement by the 
Turkish foreign ministry. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Taleban offers amnesty to its foes 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghanistan's Taleban movement mi Sun- 
day offered an amnesty to its foes on the occasion of the Muslim 
festival of ’Ed A] Far if they joined the ruling militia and ceased 
hostilities. Taleban-controlled Kabul Radio, monitored in Islam- 
abad. quoted Taleban supreme leader Mullah Mohammad Omar 
as saying on ti>e eve of 'Eid A1 Fitr that opposition fighters would 
be given safety guarantees if they joined the mOitia. “Once again 
using this opportunity, I ask the opposition to stop opposing the 
Islamic Emirate [Taleban government] and avoid destroying then- 
fellow countrymen's homes and property,” Omar was quoted as 
saying. “I assure them safety of life and property if they stand side 
by side with the Islamic Emirate of Afghani Stan" 

Four shepherds killed in Algeria 

ALGIERS ( AP) — Armed men killed four shepherds and injured 
another in a weekend attack southwest of Algiers, according to a 
government statement. The gunmen anacked the shepherds Sat- 
urday evening near Ain Defla. 75 miles southwest of the capital, 
the statement said. The shepherds were returning home with their 
herd of sheep when they were stopped by the group of armed 
men. residents of the area reported. There was no claim of respon- 
sibility and no further details were provided on the attack, which 
j occurred in an area where Islamic insurgents are thought to be hid- 
ing. 

Arabs want sanctions eased, rules observed 

CAIRO ( AP) — Arab countries favour the easing of UN. sanc- 
tions against Iraq but also insist that Iraq abide by UN. resolu- 
tions, the head of the Arab League said Sunday. Secretary Gener- 
al Esmat Abdul Meguid, who heads the 22-raernber league, spoke 
with reporters after meeting with Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. It was the latest in a series of preparatory meetings for a Jan. 
24 session of Arab League foreign ministers on Iraq. “The Arab 
countries have a genuine desire to end the sufferings of the Iraqi 
people and reach a solution to the embargo imposed on Iraq,'’ 
Abdul Meguid said “But they insist that Iraq should be commit- 
ted to implement all the Security Council's resolutions,” he added 

Kuwait accuses Iraq of breach of resolutions ! 

KUWAIT CITY i AFP) — Kuwait’s cabinet on Sunday slammed 
Iraqi threats to scrap recognition of their UN.-demarcaced border 
as a flagrant breach of Security Council resolutions. ‘The cabinet I 
reasserts its rejectionand condemnation of these measures and 
recurring Iraqi statements.” the official news agency KUNA 
reported exactly eight years after the launch of tire 1991 Gulf war 
over Kuwait The cabinet charged that the statements “reflect neg- 
ligence of resolutions of international legitimacy, particularly Res- 
olution 833 on the demarcation of the border; which bad been 
accepted by Iraq without conditions.” Iraqi Deputy Prime Mmis- 
terTareq Aziz said last week that Baghdad refuses to apologise for 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait, while die Iraqi parliament called for 
the scrapping of UN. resolutions including the bonder demarca- 
tion. 

PM raps Barak over support for spy 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Benyarain Netanyahu chid- 
ed Labour opposition leader Ehud Barak on Sunday for foiling to 
back a bid to secure the release of Jonathan Pollard who is serv- 
ing a life term in the United States for spying for Israeli am ter- 
ribly disappointed at Me Barak's refusal to sign a request for Pol- 
lard's release,” Netanyahu told a weekly meeting of his cabinet 
“Its not a matter of domestic politics, and I hoped there would be 
a national consensus to strengthen the chances of Pollard's 
release." he said, according to statement published by his office. 
But a spokesman for Barak said Netanykhu had so for demon- 
strated his inability to handle such a complex and sensitive case. 
“Its obvious that Israel owes Pollard a debt of gratitude but it is 
doubtful that the rumpus surrounding the affair is beneficial to 
him.” he said 

Amal fighters dash with Israeli patrol 

TYRE (AFP) — The Syrian-backed Shiite Muslim Amal militia 
said Sunday it had ‘Vounded cr killed” four members of an Israeli 
patrol in southern Lebanon, and had one of its own men injured 
Amal said the attack happened on the night of Saturday to Sunday 
in the central sector of the Israeti-occupied rone of southern 
Lebanon between the Israel positions of Thybeh and Qantara. An 
Amal commando managed to return to the zone to pick up the 
wounded militiaman on Sunday, the group said. Security sources 
in the region have not confirmed the report. On Saturday Amal 
shelled nine positions held by Israeli troops and their allied South 
Lebanon Array on the edge of the zone, without inflicting casual- 
ties. 



Lebanese shoppers buy cookies from a vendor in a Sidon street in south 
Lebanon on Sunday. Sunday is the last day of Ramadan/ the Islamic Holy Month 
of fasting. Monday will bring the beginning of the three-day 'Eid AJL Fitr, or the 
feast of the breaking of the fast (AP photo) 


Tehran launches probe into 
hard-liners’ disruption of prayers 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
interior ministry has 
launched an investigation 
into the violent disruption of 
weekly Muslim prayers by 
Islamic fiinHamenralis rs in 
the central city of Esfahan 
last week, newspapers report- 
ed Sunday. 

A fact-finding mission has 
been sent to Esfahan to 
“examine the origins of the 
incident and try and identify 
those responsible,” the papers 
said. 

During the prayer ceremo- 
ny in Esfohan on Friday, a 
group of religious hardliners 
heckled and threw objects at 
prayer leader Ayatollah 
Jalaleddin Taberi and provin- 
cial governor Jaafar Musavi 
— both allies of moderate 
President Mohammad 
Khatami and strong critics of 
political violence. 


The incident angered 
Khatami’s supporters who 
demanded tougher action 
against the perpetrators of the 
political violence waged 
against Iranian, reformists 
over the past two years. 

Taheri's weekly prayer ser- 
mons in Esfahan are often 
marked by tension and scuf- 
fles between moderates and 
fundamentalists. The ayatol- 
lah later blasted the extrem- 
ists for “offending the sacred 
position c*f the prayer cere- 
mony,” reformist newspapers 
repeated 

He said he would hold a 
replacement prayers for the 
one disrupted on Friday, 
which coincided with the 
International Quds 

(Jerusalem) Day, held in Iran 
on tiie last Friday of the fast- 
ing month of Ramadan in 
solidarity with tbe Palestini- 


ans. 

Taberi has linked Islamic 
extremists to a recent spate of 
murders of dissidents and 
intellectuals, in which the 
country’s intelligence service 
has been implicated. 

The murders have caused 
uproar in Iran and a bitter war 
of words between Khatami's 
backers and his hardline 
opponents. 

Sobh-e-Emrooz (This 
Morning), a pro-Khatami 
newspaper repeated Sunday 
that two reformist clerics 
were arrested in Esfohan this 
week. 

Alireza Farzanefo-Khu and 
Mansur Yar-Mohammadi, 
both active in local politics, 
were remanded in custody by 
a special court charged with 
dealing with offences com- 
mitted by clerics. 


Afghan opposition seizes key supply routes 

. - .. * 

KABlX*'TAFP/ — then on to ..highway to tSe* west of 
opposition forces have taken' 1 ' ^fiKPPSlmfSi'BaBdttin the Bamiyan, Masood spokesman 


advantage of foe end of 
Ramadan and seized two key 
supply routes leading to Tale- 
ban-beld cities Mazar-inSharif 
and Bamiyan, sources said Sun- 
day. 

Forces loyal to opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood had escalated fighting 
ahead of the Eid A1 Fitr festival 
in north west Faiyab and central 
Bamiyan provinces, the sources 
said. 

“Usually this is a time of 
peace and -perhaps Masood has 
used this to his advantage.” one 
foreign aid source told AFP. 

Foreign rid workers con- 
finned Sheene Tagab in Faryab 
bad fallen to the anti-Taleban 
alliance, enabling Masood to 
disrupt tbe militia’s supply net- 
work. 

Sheerin Tagab lies on tbe 
main highway extending east- 
wards through Janzjan and its 


country's for north. 

Bafldr capital Mazar-i-Sharif 
fell to foe Taleban on Aug. S last 
year daring foe militia’s sweep- 
ing northern offensive which 
also wot them control of 
Bamiyan on Sept 13. 

Control and security in both 
cities is crucial to Taleban ainbi- 
tioos of establishing itself as 
Afghanistan’s sole ruling party. 

’The opposition has captured 
Sheerin Tagab from the Trieban 
and we are receiving reports of 
heavy fighting,” tire head of a 
foreign rid organisation told 
AFP. 

He said foreign rid workers, 
including staffers from the 
French medical outfit Medians 
Sans Froatieres, were working 
in the area. 

“But there have been no 
reports of casualties," be added. 

Opposition forces have also 
seized Yawkawlang on the main 


Abdullah, sard. , 

Masood capttired foe city a 
month ago but it was retaken by 
foe Taleban after a dispure with- 
in tire factions that make up tbe 
anti-Taleban alliance. 

Abdullah said fighting had 
been heavy and began early Sat- 
urday. 

Independent sources said they 
could verily fighting in the 
region. 

Both cities have alternative 
supply routes but analysts said 
foe seizing of both highways 
appears to be part of a harass- 
ment campaign designed by 
Masood to maintain the pres- 
sure on the Taleban. 

Taleban supreme leader 
Mulla Mohammad Omar has 
taken tbe extraordinary step of 
ordering all militia troops to 
stay at their posts during the 
three day Ead A1 Fhr holiday 
period. 


■IORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

12:00 ‘The Count of Monte Cristo" 

01:00 Cartoon - Batman 

01:30 Feature Film “Friendship's 
field" 

15:00 ..The American Chat Show 

! 15:45 Circus 

18:15 .....Vidkids 

16:45 French Varieties ' 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz' 

19330 Le Journal 

19:15 French Prog. 

19:30 — News Headlines 

19J5 .The Parenthood 

20:00 World Net 

20:30 Drama -Big Sky 

21:15 Mini Series ‘Playing the 
field” Eps. 2 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature Film ‘The Hot Rock” 
23 JO Comedy - Perfect Stranger 
23:59 End ofT.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE 



1 05:11 


! 06:32 

1 11:46 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

i 14:36 


1 17:00 


i 18:21 

.. ....'Isha 


j CHURCHES 

[ St Mary of Nazareth Church 
I Sweifieh,Tel. 5920740 
| Assemblies of God Church TeL 
-K532785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Tara Sancta Church Tel. 4622366 


Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/462481 1. 

St A£rem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
SaBe College TeL 5661757 
Church of tbeAxuiiinriationTfeJL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The llniafe Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TfcL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

Tbe Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Cold weather conditions will pre- 
vail with skies cloudy to partly 


cloudy. Occasional scattered 
showers are expected. Winds 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be rainy and cloudy 
to partly cloudy with expected 
scattered showers. Winds norther- 
ly moderate to active and seas 
rough. 


MinjMax. temp. 

Amman. 

Aqaba. 


...04/10 

....10/19 


Deserts 04/11 

Jordan Valley 08/1 7 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 09 Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 94 per cent, 
Aqaba 40 percent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajloun 

JOI/13 

—..03/13 


. — 02/1 2 

Madaba 

02/10 

Prtra 

03/12 


Dead Sea .... 


.08/20 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Hakim - -4885446 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab — — 5602507 
Dn Ayman Mnhtaseb— .,-4875748 


Dr. Jamal Jbarah. ....5347351 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

A1 Sal am Pharmacy ..4656730 
Mayadah Pharmacy — 5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy ^5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad AJ Shari’(02j7 I005SS 
Fou’ad Pharmacy ...102)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. iVTazen SaffarinL,.( 09)985832 
Palestine Pharmacy ... (09 >983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Civil Defers Department — 5661 in 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Pb&e- 191 4621111, 4637777 

Fire Brigade. .4617101 

Blood Bank. — .4775121 

Highway R>lice.._ 5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 


Public Security Dept. 4630321 

Hotel ComplaintsJ^.„.„^605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Water & Sewerage Complaints >-4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ~~ 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

AbdatiTet. Repairs. -5661101 


Ionian Television . 
Radio Ionian 


4773111 

47741 i J 


Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 5815615 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight Information. 44-53200 

Queen Alia ImL Airport — 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 


The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre^. ^5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalkfi Maternity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .4642362 

MaDias.J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital .-5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli, Abdaii .5664 164/6 

Italian, AI-Muh^reen ~ 4777101/3 

AI-Bashic .4775111/26 

Army.Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

A1 Amal Cancer Centre -..5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .(09)900560 
Ibn Sma Hospital — -(09)986731 
A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

102)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(03)2014111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at die Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL ( 44)53200-5 . 
where it should always be verified 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (52700). 
Information on Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied an phone 
4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30 — Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

0&5O — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

MfcOO New Delhi (RJ) 

1&05 Beirut (RJ) 


15:00 Cairo (add) (RJ) 

16:25 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 — Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

193X1 L Atxor (RJ) 

2(k00 „ .Bangkok, Doha (RJ) 

00:15 .Tel Aviv (RJ) 

03:00 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:20 .... Alexandria (BA) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:00 Khartoum (SD) 

13:20 -Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doba(QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:25 ..-.Dubai, Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 Istanbul (SD) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

22L25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

01:25 — Amsterdam (KL) 

01:25 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09*30 .Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

10*30 Aqaba (arriving at Marika 
AitportURW) 

1730 Gaza (arriving at QAIA; 
(RW) 

OOUi Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA ) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 


nuyai junmwan inj; rugae, 

06:30 .Beirut (RJ) 

1030 —Frankfurt, London (RJ) 
11:00 Shannon, Chicago (RJ) 

11:30 Cairo (RJ) 

12:05 — Kuwait (RJ) 

12:30 Cairo (add) (RJ) 

15:00 Luxor (add) (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi (RI) 

21:15 JXibaL Muscat (RJ) 

21 Damascus tRJ) 

22:00 Tel Aviv (RJ) 

22:00 Tehran (RJ) 

22^5 Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Flights 
06:00 


.Istanbul (TK) J 


07:25 Paris (AF) | 

09:05 London (BA) | 

10:30 Cairo (MS) : 

11:05 Jstanbul (SD) ! 

14;10 .Bahrain (GF) ; 

1530 — — Vienna (OS) | 

15:35 Doha (QR) j 

Kfe30 -Dubai (EK) ■ 

18:50 —Khartoum (SD) \ 

20ti)0 Beirut (ME) j 

23:10 


.TOArivOY); 

02:25 Amsterdam (KL) j 

02:45 .. — -.-Athens (OA) ! 

j 

Royal Wings (RW) i 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Airport) j 
(RW) ; 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marka Airpa 
(RW) 

13:30 Gaza (from Marka Airpo- 
(RW) 

20-JO -Aqaba (from QAIA) tTCY 
22:00 -Tel Avhrffrotn QAIA) (RY 






Home News 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 18, 1999 


Streets tingle with anticipation as Jordan awaits King Hussein 

Foreign dignitaries expected to arrive Tuesday with more to follow 
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A JORDANIAN BEDOUIN passes a huge poster of King Hussein embracing his brother Crown 


■ ft™* Hassan on a main street in Amman. Thousands of pictures of King Hussein and Jordanian 
: flags decorated Amman to celebrate the King's homecoming. < Reuters photo) 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — As the streets of the 
Kingdom prickled with anticipation 
of the return of His Majesty King 
Hussein, expected tomorrow, senior 
I officials yesterday said a number of 
i Arab and foreign leaders have 
expressed their intent to join in cele- 
brations and congratulate the King 
on his recovery. 

“The Royal Court has received 
requests from several high-ranking 


Arab well-wishers who are expected 
to arrive tomorrow to welcome the 
King and to participate in Jordan’s 
celebrations," the source told the Jor- 
dan Times on Sunday. 

"Although the official list of high- 
ranking Arab visitors is not final yet. 
it has been confirmed that Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat and 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa AIThani will take part in the 
welcoming ceremony, along with 
the Crown Prince of Bahrain and the 


United Arab Emirates Anny Com- 
mander in Chief Sheikh Moham- 
mad Bin Zaved and Sheikh Moham- 
mad Ben Rashid of Dubai," said the 
official source. 

According to the source, a number 
of other .Arab heads of state have 
voiced their desire to visit King Hus- 
sein. 

“It is expected that King Hussein 
might" receive several leaders in- 
Amman soon," said the source, who 
added that Saudi Arabia’s Crown 


Prince Abdullah, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, Yemeni President 
AJi Abdullah Saleh and the Sultan of 
Brunei, Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan 
Haji HassanaJ Bolkiah have all 
expressed an intention to visit the 
King. 

King Hussein, left Jordan in early 
July 1998 to undergo treatment for 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

The King received a clean bill of 
health after six sessions of 
chemotherapy and a stem-cell trans- 
plant at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, in the U.S. 

According to the source, "the 
King, who is expected to pilot his 
own aircraft accompanied by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. is due to land 
at Murka military airport at about 
three in the afternoon." 

More than a million people are 
readying for a effusive welcome and 
counting down the hours for their 
first encounter with their king for the 
first time in six months. 

Minister of Information Nasser 
Judeh yesterday held a press confer- 
ence at the Al Hussein Sports Ciry 
where he reviewed all procedures 
and arrangements for the King’s 
arrival tumorrow. 

“Indeed it is going to be the happi- 
est day when we celebrate both ‘Eid 
Al Fitr and the King’s safe return to 
his family,"Judeh sard. 

Judeh reiterated the King’s call 
Saturday night that Jordanians 
refrain from firing aims and driving 
recklessly. 

“We all heard His Majesty’s call 
for Jordanians to refrain from the tra- 
ditional practice of using firearms to 


celebrate his return.’ said Judeh. 

Deputy Chief of Protocol Faisal 
Fayez said in the press conference 
that "His Majesty L expected to 
arrive at Marta military airport on 
Tuesday, where he w ill be greeted b\ 
Royal family members, ministers, 
senators, deputies. Arab and foreign 
anrbassadors. and dignitaries.” 

The King’s motorcade will pass 
through downtown Amman to his 
home, Bab Al Sal am, in Hummar 
west of Amman. 

Both the government and private 
sector are putting the final touches 
on plans for events to celebrate the 
long-awaited King'* return. Amman 
Mayor Ntdal Hadid announced Sun- 
day that Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity arranged several programmes to 
celebrate the event. 

Teums from the Greater Amman 
Municipality finished raising flags, 
millions of coloured lights and thou- 
sands of banners and giant posters of 
the King across the streets of the cap- 
ital. 

"We are planning to organise a 
convoy consisting of 200 cars cov- 
ered with flowers, and carrying 
maq irene for several major projects 
and industries in the Kingdom," 
Hadid said 

He said the municipality will cele- 
brate the King's sale rerum today 
with fireworks and building bedouin 
tents that will be located along the 
King's motorcade. 

Aerial displays, military parades, 
dancing troupes and poetry recitals 
are pan of the planned nationwide 
festivities to welcome the King 
home. 


Other govemoraies are making 
iheirown preparations. 

The Ministry of Information 
announced Sunday that some -100 
local and international journalists 
have requested special permits and 
technical facilities to cover the Jor- 
danian people s meeting with their 
king. 

The ministry ha* also prepared for 
live TV and radio coverage of the 
Kingdom's celebration*, which arc 
expected to last for three days. 

On Thursday, the Pres* and Publi- 
cations Department announced that 
any journalist seeking to cover the 
King’s arrival should contact the Jor- 
dan Press Office at the InterConti- 
nental Hotel, in order to obtain a per- 
mit before Tuesday. 

The Kind's televised address on 


Saturday has rendered mixed feel- 
ings of highhopcs. joy, and expecta- 
tion among Jordanians. 

‘There is a high degree of antici- 
pation after the l^g'saddress to the 
nation that he plans to launch a com- 
prehensive review of the country' 's 
progress and the challenges facing 
the Kingdom.” said one observer. 

"We should soon make a compre- 
hensive review of our nation's 
progress and address all iss'ues and 
challenges that occupy our minds or 
handicap our blessed progress." the 
King said in his addrws. broadcast 
from his residence in the U.K. 

Over u million people lined the 
streets of .Amman to welcome the 
King hack home after he underw ent 
surgery in 1992 to remov e a kidney 
founJ to have cancerous cells. 



WELCOME HOME: A lighted sign posted on Gardens 
Street reads ‘Welcome Back Abu Abdullah’ (Photo by 
Yousef ’Allan) 
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hristians hold special prayer services 
for King Hussein’s safe return 

•1 JU 1 ' 1 “ 

‘U PRAYING FOR A SAFE RETURN: Bishop Sylvestros Al Far leads 
prayers at the Greek Orthodox Church in Amman (Photo by Yousef 


^ ^ AMMAN (Petra) — 

. ,,-viy.J l - wa v Kristian communities in 
! jr'^riiuO Titian on Sunday held 
.. ; i(1 ;,u.. tr>T^ special prayers at churches 
. ,vt- jurfc* flanking God for the 
. ■ ‘ ^ f, ff i># recovery of His Majesty 
J King Hussein and his 

'nunioenr return to Jordan. 
FI# ex P ressed to riie 
lian*^ 1 and all Jordanians 

^ . good wishes for ‘Eid Al 
. Jsr. < jj 11 niarking the end of the 
., ' HoJ y Month of Ramadan, 

a*'* Heads of Christian 
^ai 1 ' denominations said while 
. ..'^'^rionning Sunday Mass 
t " 1 Jordanians were 

1 ,v forward to meet- 

their leader, to whom 
***■' , J ^bute the country’s 
v .^hievements. 
p.^ " ea d of the Greek 
y.i^'Uiholic Church Bishop 
^;tieorge Murr said his 
v-'Pariih dedicated their 
fzytn to thanking God 
. HU gift the Jordan- 

People. 

V’ 


(Kir 



Head of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Jordan 
Bishop Salim Sayegh said 
Jordanian Chrisiians are 
proud of the Hashemite 
leadership and express 
their affection and contin- 
ued loyalty to the 
Monarch. 

Head of the Greek 
Orthodox Community in 
Jordan Bishop Sylvestros 
Al Far paid tribute to King 
Hussein's endeavours at 
home and abroad and his 
keenness on ensuring true 
unity among Muslims and 
Christians in the Kingdom. 

Similar Masses w'ere 
held at the Evangelical and 
.Armenian Churches in 
Amman. Other ceremonies 
were held by Christian 
communities in the gover- 
norates of Madaba, Balqa. 
Aqaba, Mafraq. Karak and 
Irbid. 

King Hussein, expected 


here tomorrow, received a 
telephone cal) Sunday 
from Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman congratulating him 
on his recovery and 
expressing best wishes for 
‘Eid Al Fitr. 

Other cables were 
received by the Royal 
Court in Amman from 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh, Speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament, public and 
private sector representa- 
tives. religious leaders, 
senior officials, and other 
dignitaries. 

In preparation for the 
King’s return, the streets 
of Amman and other cities 
have been bedecked with 
banners, portraits of the 
King and posters welcom- 
ing the Monarch back to 
his Jordanian home. 


at’s Going On 


Films 


>> ■ “Le Capitan” al the French Cultural Centre. Jabal Weibdeh at 8:30 p.m. 


j*y ^ 

1 U Confidential" at Books@Cafe. Jabal Amman on Tuesday, Jan. 19. a, 8:30 
Pm. (Tel.: 4650457). 

Exhibitions 

■■ *' ■ Exhibition of ceramics, Sculpture, and abstract ive; an 

b0 , Lebanese, and Sudanese artists at Hammourabt An Gallery. Gardens Street (Tel. 

5 by several ardsts at °rfaJi Are Gallery, Um Urhainn 

, ae] - 5526932), until Feb. 1. . . , n . rat Al 

fi « _ u u-'irxn of nnntemDorary Arab Arusis at uarar ai 

. a,** The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition or L P 

^ .. r Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 464325 1/2), until Jan. 28 ‘ • 


Book profiles Jordan’s elected representatives 


WHO’S WHO 
IN THE 

JORDANIAN PARLIAMENT 

1997-2001 



H.mi Utiur.mi 
A\ man Y.i>sin 




Book Review 


By Francesca Clriad 

AMMAN — Al Urdun Al Jadid 
Research Centre, one of the few 
independent institutions specialised 


in monitoring and analysing Jor- 
dan’s political liberalisation process,, 
has recently launched its second 
guide to Parliament. 

“Who’s Who in the Jordanian Par- 
liament — 1997-2001," available in 
both English and Arabic, “aims to 
serve as a comprehensive guide to 
the current Parliament," elected last 
November, said Al Urdun Al Jadid 
Director Hani Hourani. 

“It provides a history and chronol- 
ogy of Jordan’s legislative and par- 
liamentary life through 1998 and 
includes personal, professional, and 
political histories of Upper and 
Lower House members.” Hourani 
added. 

The 225-page publication, put 
together by Hourani and Ayman 
Yassin, and published by Sindbad 
Publishing House, opens with an 
introduction to legislative and par- 
liamentary life in Jordan since 1928, 
including an overview of Parlia- 
ment’s role in the political and con- 
stitutional systems. 

While Hourani is known to 
researchers and insiders through his 
centre's activities and publications. 
25-year-old Yassin, who graduated 
us a public law specialist from the 


University of Tunisia, is a newcom- 
er to Jordan's academic scene. 

Their analysis on the impact of the 
current elections law, that applies the 
one-person, one-vote system to 
unequal constituencies, concludes 
that “a new Electoral Law must be 
enacted which takes into considera- 
tion the demographic distribution of 
people and the important changes 
that have been introduced in Jor- 
dan's political life." 

A dispute between the govern- 
ment and the opposition, led by the 
powerful Muslim Brotherhood and 
its political arm. the Islamic Action 
Front, lingered for more than a year 
before culminating with the opposi- 
tion’s boycott of the last elections. 
Hourani and Yassin say that the boy- 
con greatly affected the tum-out in 
the November 1997 polls. 

Following a chronology of Jor- 
dan’s legislative and parliamentary 
life since 1921. when the first central 
government in Transjordan was 
formed. “Who's Who in the Jordan- 
ian Parliament" features detailed 
profiles of the Senate's current 40 
members, in addition to seven sena- 
tors who Jeff the Upper House Jasr 
year, mostly to participate in the cur- 


rent government of Fayez 
Tarawneh. 

Readers can apprise themselves of 
a comprehensive detailing of sena- 
tors' and former senators’ back- 
grounds, ranging from academic 
qualifications, professional and 
political history, membership in civil 
institutions, down to the awards and 
medals they have received 

Following that chapter are the pro- 
files of the SO Lower House mem- 
bers, completed by supplementary' 
tables illustrating population and 
voter statistics, comparisons 
between the 1989. 1993. and 1997 
elections and Parliaments, and blocs 
in the current Lower House, as well 
as classifications of senators and 
deputies according to their educa- 
tional qualifications, age. and pro- 
fession. 

Providing a host of useful and 
updated information on the constitu- 
tionally highest political body of 
Jordan. “Who’s Who in the Jordan- 
ian Parliament, 1997-2001" promis- 
es to become an important reference 
for insiders, media representatives, 
diplomats, researchers, and anybody 
who wants to know more about Jor- 
dan’s young democratic march. 


JTC expected to announce steps towards mobile phone service 

King urges Internet availability to all Jordanians 


AMMAN (J.T.j — The Jordan 
Telecommunications Corporation 
(JTC) is expected to announce soon 
steps to establish a mobile phone ser- 
vice. 

The service will be the second such 
service in the country after Jordan 
Mobile Telephone Services (Fastlink), 
whose exclusivity period ended last 
November. 

The move has been expected in view- 
of the government’s announcement 
last month that it intended to issue a 
licence to the JTC by the end of I99S, 
and in the light of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s recent message sent to JTC 
Chairman Ali Shukri, expressing 
appreciation of his efforts to advance 
mobile phone services in Jordan. King 


Hussein urged the JTC chairman to 
extend the service to all areas of the 
Kingdom. 

In his message, the King said he 
“had been following closely the corpo- 
ration’s achievements over the pasi 
few years in the course of providing 
telephone services to the public and 
earning income for the state treasury’" 

“AJI Lhe corporation's workers are a 
source of deep pride far me in view of 
their distinguished service that has 
enabled the corporation to open one of 
the most successful institutions in the 
Kingdom,” the King wrote. 

King Hussein told Shukri that he 
“had followed JTC’s ambitious plans 
and projects since the moment you 
assumed your duty which you have 


been faithfully upholded You have 
pursued continuous efforts with 
remarkable efficiency and accom- 
plishment. a gift you have always 
manifested throughout the vears of 
service that you .spent close to me." 

Expressing his confidence and sup- 
port for JTC to accomplish further 
achievements, the King expressed 
hope that the JTC will undertake as 
soon as possible the necessary steps to 
expand mobile phone services to all 
Jordanians. 

He also voiced hope that the JTC 
will exert efforts to make Internet ser- 
vices available to all Jordanians and in 
aft schools at a level equal to those 
offered in technologically advanced 
nations. 


The King blessed the JTC’s work 
and expressed full support for its 
endeavours. He also voiced hope that 
the two projects will see the light as 
soon as possible. 

Fastlink nearly a year and a half ago 
protested against what it called a "gov- 
ernment violation” of its agreement 
with the firm when the government 
decided to grant a second licence to 
the JTC before the end of Fasilink’s 
Nov. I, 1998 exclusivity expiration 
date without issuing an open tender. 

Fastlink in December of 1997 filed a 
suit against the government at the 
Higher Court of Justice for alleged 
breach of contract, but the court decid- 
ed last month that it had no jurisdiction 
to rule on the case. 


Agricultural sector concerned over drought measures 


(Continued from page 1) 

An emergency govern- 
mental committee working 
on contingency plans to 
combat the looming 
drought has decided to 
reduce the price of barley 
from around JD100 per 
tonne to JD87 and the price 
of bran from around JD95 
per tonne to JD77, and to 
keep fbdder distribution 
centres open all over the 
country. 

But the director of Arab 
Traders Incorporated, 
Abdul Ilah Tabba’, said the 
decision will harm grain 
traders, especially since the 
government recently 
allowed them to import 
100,000 tonnes of oats as 


pan in preparation to cope 
with the problem. 

“What will the traders do 
now that these prices have 
been settled?" asked 
Tabba’. 

He added that the new 
government’s prices for 
fodder will undercut private 
sector traders. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi, head of the emer- 
gency committee, said the 
government might ask the 
United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organisation, 
the World Food Programme 
and other similar bodies to 
provide Jordan with finan- 
cial and in-kind assistance 
to cope with the effects of 
the drought if the winter 
ends with inadequate 


amounts of rainfall. 

In a statement issued after 
Saturday’s Cabinet session. 
Agriculture Minister 
Mijhem Kreisheh said the 
government will set up a 
fund to ensure JD 12 million 
in interest-free loans to 
livestock breeders in order 
to help them buy barley and 
grain at reduced prices. 

Kreisheh added that the 
government wilt also allo- 
cate JD500.000 for live- 
stock medicines and that 
grazing reserves will be 
open to the public. 

These measures are 
designed to help breeders 
of over three million heads 
of livestock in Jordan deal 
with the problem of provid- 
ing feed for their animals. 


The Kingdom annually 
produces only 30,000 
tonnes of the 500,000 
tonnes of barley needed to 
feed cattle and 13,000 of 
the 15.000 tonnes of bran 
required. 

In addition, the ministries 
of water and irrigation and 
agriculture will provide 
water for livestock from 
desert wells and the Min-' 
istiy of Water and Irrigation 
will continue rationing 
water supplies. 

The ministry plan will 
give priority to drinking 
water, increasing the 
amount of water pumped to 
Amman by 10 mcm from 
the Yarmouk River and 
Lake Tiberias, which sup- 
plies the country with 60- 


80 mcm annually. The 
Amman govemorate 
receives around 90 mcm a 
year, according to an offi- 
cial report. 

The authority will also 
start storing the Yarmouk’s 
water in Al Karameh Dam, 
which has a 19 mcm capac- 
ity, to meet Amman’s 
needs. 

Water levels have 
dropped as follows in the 
nation’s dams: the King 
Talal Dam has dropped to 
32 mcm from 72 mcm, 
Ziglab Dam to 1.2 mcm 
from 3.5 mcm and- Wadi 
Arab Dam to 6 mcm from 
16 mcm. The Wadi Sha’eb 
and Kafrain dams as well as 
the desert dams are nearly 
empty. 
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BBC denies 
World Service 
broadcasts to be cut 


LONDON (R) — The 
British Broadcasting 
Corporation tBBCi Sunday 
denied it was poised to 
make swingeing cuts in the 
World Service and said it 
was still in discussion with 
the government about its 
future format. 

The denial followed a 
lengthy report in The 
Observer newspaper that 
the BBC had finalised plans 
for major cutbacks in the 
broadcast service, including 
the closure of its German 
and Czech operations. 

The Observer said the 
cuts were part of a three- 
year plan to slash £21 mil- 
lion (S35 million) from the 
budget. 

Broadcasts in Hungarian. 
Russian. Arabic and Thai 
would also be slashed and 
100 jobs would go, it said. 

The newspaper said it had 
obtained secret BBC docu- 
ments de tailin g proposals 
drawn up by World Service 
chief executive Mark 
Byford to cover a shortfall 
in funding from the Foreign 
Office, which finances the 
service. 

But the BBC called the 
report inaccurate. 

“The picture painted by 


The Observer is inaccurate, 
misinformed and mislead- 
ing. The plan’s main aim 
will be focus on investing 
in key developments utilis- 
ing the (government's 
financial) settlement in the 
most effective manner in 
order to maintain the World 
Service's position as the 
world's leading internation- 
al operator," it said in a 
statement. 

■ Last July, the government 
announced plans to 
increase the £161 million 
grant it pays to the World 
Service over the next three 
years by around £45 mil- 
lion. But the settlement fell 
short of the BBC’s bid for a 
£65 million increase in 
funding. 

Any major cuts in ser- 
vices are likely to spark a 
political row, especially 
since Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook has made no 
secret of the need to defend 
the World Service. 

A Foreign Office 
spokesman Sunday said 
talks were continuing 
between officials and the 
BBC but said he could not 
comment on the details. 

“Discussions going on are 
on the World Service’s 


plans on how to spend the 
money from the settle- 
ment,” he said. 

The Observer said the 
plan would be presented to 
the BBC’s board of gover- 
nors Thursday, to Cook 
Friday and parliament's 
public accounts committee 
on Feb. 3. A formal 
announcement will be 
made by Feb. 7. 

It said one of the BBC 
documents it had obtained 
was a media plan on how 
best to sell the idea of the 
cuts. 

This said the key lines to 
take would be the need for 
“a reallocation of priori- 
ties" and to stress that “the 
World Service is changing, 
in response to audience 
needs and a highly compet- 
itive international broad- 
casting environment”. 

The row will also bring 
yet more ire on the head of 
Director-General John Bin, 
already under attack for 
many of his strategies to 
modernise the BBC. 

The World Service is on 
of the world's most popular 
international broadcasters 
with news broadcasts in 45 
languages and an audience 
of 124 million worldwide. 


Myanmar offers to be 
‘gentle’ with opposition 



Residents light candles to offer prayers for victims of the Kobe earthquake at Koya 
Pond Park near Kobe, western Japan, the eve of the fourth anniversary of the quake. 
The 1995 earthquake killed more than 6,400 people and left tens of thousands home- 
less (Reuters photo) 


Kobe remembers killer quake as 
misery goes on for thousands 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chavez arrives in Cuba for summit 
on Colombian peace process 

HAVANA (AFP) — Venezuelan president-elect Hugo Chavez 
mil meet with the presidents of Cuba and Colombia here 
Sunday for informal talks on the Colombian peace process. 
Chavez arrived in Cuba Saturday, saying “1 am the friend of 
Colombia.” Both Chavez and Cuban Resident Fidel Castro 
have indicated they are prepared to facilitate peace talks 
between the Colombian government and leftist guerrillas. 
Negotiators for the Colombian government and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARO guerrillas 
have been meeting since Jan. 7 m a remote Colombian jungle 
town in an effortto end the bloody four-decade conflict that has 
claimed 120.000 lives. Pastrana, who is on a three-day official 
to (he Communist island, is here to discuss what role Castro, 
who has agreed to be a moderator, win play. This is Chavez’s 
second visit to Cuba. His first was in 1994, two years after he 
led a failed coup attempt in Venezuela Venezuela shares a 
2,000-kilometre border and $25 baiion yearly trade with 
Colombia. 

Leaders of Zambia, Rwanda, 
Uganda expected at Congo summit 

WINDHOEK ( AFP) — The presidents of Zimbabwe. Uganda 
and Rwanda were expected here Sunday to attend a mini-sum- 
mit on the conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), a Namibian official said. However, the leaders of the 
DRC, Angola. Chad and Zambia, will not be at the meeting 
organised by Namibian President Sam Nujorna. the presiden- 
tial official told AFP. Nujorna announced the mini-summit 
Friday, saying the intention was to convene die Kinshasa gov- 
ernment and its allies — Namibia. Zimbabwe and Angola and 
Chad — and DRC rebels who began an uprising last August, 
with their backers, Uganda and Rwanda. The Namibian for- 
eign ministry said in a statement that “consultations among the 
core group of countries which are militarily involved in the war 
in the DRC’ were expected to start at 3:30 pan. (1430 GMT). 
Zambia, which has been mediating in peace tails, was due to 
have attended. The Windhoek gathering comes the day after a 
meeting in Lusaka of foreign and defence ministers from 15 
African countries, who failed to finalise the toms of ceasefire 
to end die five-month-old war. The presidential official here 
said that DRC President Laurent Kabila and Chadian Resident 
Idriss Deby were “not invited” and presidents Frederick 
Chiiuba of Zambia and Jose Eduardo Dos Santos of Angola 
had declined tbe invitation. This meant only Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe. Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni and Rwanda's President Pasteur Bizimungu were 
expected to come to Windhoek for die meeting. 

Religious persecution harming 
U.S.-Laos ties, congressman says 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Feared Myanmar military 
intelligence chief Khin 
Nyunt has promised to be 
gentle and lenient with the 
opposition led by Aung San 
Suu Kyi, a U.S. congress- 
man just back from Yangon 
said Sunday. 

Representative Tony Hall 
said he met Lieutenant 
General Khin Nyunt last 
week in Yangon to discuss 
the plight of the Myanmar 
people as the economy 
labours under international 
sanctions and an investment 
drought. 

Khin Nyunt “promised to 
be gentle and lenient to the 
opposition and try to find 
areas of agreement despite 
recent rhetoric carried in 
government newspapers,” 
said Hall, who did not 
attempt to interpret the 
statement. 

The Democrat congress- 
man from Ohio said howev- 
er that he had seen no sign 
the government was pre- 
pared to make concessions 
in its bitter eight-year polit- 
ical battle with the opposi- 
tion. 

U.S. diplomats in Yangon 
said it was the first such 
statement by the military 
government. Hall reported. 

It remained far from clear 
however if it was intended 
as a genuine expression of 
tolerance towards the oppo- 
sition. 

In recent months, thou- 
sands of National League 
for Democracy (NLD) 
members have been held by 
the government, and many 


have resigned from the 
party on their release. 

Hall said he handed over a 
list of political prisoners 
compiled by the NLD to the 
government WttfdH “ik" 
accused by foreign nations 
and human rights'gr’rixips of" 
serious and prolonged 
human rights abuses includ- 
ing torture, forced labour 
and imprisonment without 
trial. 

The NLD last week said it 
would sue Khin Nyunt tor 
“destroying" the party and 
intimidating its members 
into resigning. The party 
won a landslide victory in 
1990 elections, but the junta 
has refused to cede power. 

Hall, who also held talks 
with Nobel peace prize 
winner Aung San Suu Kyi. 
warned that as politicians 
squabbled in Yangon, peo- 
ple were suffering from 
malnutrition, water borne 
diseases and one of the 
worst AIDS problems in the 
world. 

“There is an old saying in 
Burma (Myanmar) that 
‘when the water buffalo 
fight the rice dies,’ which 
means when die political 
people fight, the people 
essentially get trampled and 
I think that's happening,” 
he said. 

He warned against politi- 
cal interference in aid work, 
saying that non-govern- 
mental organisations 
(NGOs) were deterred from 
Myanmar fearing their 
independence could be 
compromised. 

“Unfortunately many 


NGOs and government 
agencies see consultations 
with any political party, 
even one as legitimate as 
the NLD, as the start of a 
' Slippery slope and in a 
world of hurt there are so 
“many other places NGOs 
can go to work,” he said. 

Hall rejected the idea that 
Aung San Suu Kyi should 
be given a veto on any dis- 
bursement of aid under a 
proposed U.N. -backed plan 
to reward political change 
in Myanmar starting with 
humanitarian assistance. 

“I would not say that she 
should have veto power at 
all, because once you start 
to do that and you start to 
have a precedent then you 
are going to have problems 
in other countries and that 
precedent should not be 
started in Burma.” 

Some reports have sug- 
gested Aung San Suu Kyi 
would hold a veto in order 
to prevent the junta backing 
out of concessions made to 
win aid. While praising 
Aung San Suu Kyi as hold- 
ing the “heart of many peo- 
ple in the country,” Hall 
cautioned that foreign 
lobby groups should not 
forget humanitarian issues 
as they campaign for 
human rights. 

“Burma is a noble cause, 
but it is also a country' of 48 
million people who need 
help, and l challenge the 
activists for human rights to 
work hard to meet people’s 
humanitarian needs.” said 
Hall, who also visited Laos 
during his trip. 


Tamil leader ends 
self-imposed exile in India 


COLOMBO I AFP) — A Sri 
Lankan Tamil leader who fled 
to India after issuing un ultima- 
tum to the government here 
demanding greater autonomy 
has returned home ending his 
self-imposed exile, Tamil 
sources here said Sunday. 

A. Varadharaja Penimal, the 
chief minister of the nonh-east- 
em provincial council received 
protection from India winch 
backed his council that was 
eventually sacked by then Sri 
Lankan president Ranasinghe 
Premadasa. 

Penimal had warned he 
would unilaterally declare inde- 
pendence in the island’s north- 
east within a year unless the. 
government granted promised 
powers to the semi -autonomous 
regional administration. 

With the withdrawal in 


March 1990 of Indian troops 
deployed in Sri Lanka's north- 
east in line with a bilateral peace 
pact of 1987. Ptrumal’s leftist 
Eelam People’s Revolutionary 
Liberation Front (EPRLF) was 
also driven out. 

The EPRLF is opposed to Sri 
Lanka's dominant Tamil sepa- 
ratist group, the liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
The EPRLF is a mainstream 
political party after haring 
given up separatist demands but 
currently has no representation 
in parliament. 

Indian authorities who had 
also backed the EPRLF togeth- 
er with several other Ihmil 
political parties which support- 
ed fae 1987 Indo-Sri Lanka 
accord, provided tight security 
to Perumai Ajmir in India's 
Madva Pradesh state. 


Tamil sources said it was not 
immediately clear why Perumai 
had derided to end his exile. 
However, the move came with- 
in three weeks of President 
Chandrika Kumanrnmga's state 
visit to India. 

Kumaratunga’s slain husband 
had been a keen ally of (he 
EPRLF which until 1987 was 
fighting Sri Lankan govern- 
ment forces demanding a sepa- 
rate Tamil sore. Later, the 
EPRLF settled for regional 
autonomy. 

Tamil politicians here also 
speculated on the possibility of 
Perumai accepting an high pro- 
file job within the government 
but there was no official word 
either from the administration 
or from his party about die for- 
mer chief minister's plans or 
whereabouts. 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese port of Kobe 
remembered Sunday the 
6,430 people killed in a 
massive earthquake four 
years ago, as some 6,000 
families continued to live 
in makeshift shelters. 

Although its skyline has 
been restored with new 
high-rise buildings and 
giant port container cranes 
again dot the landscape, 
the city of 1.4 million 
people is now deeply split 
over a plan to build an off- 
shore airport. 

In a nationally-televised 
address at a memorial ser- 
vice. Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi noted that 
the Kobe area was also 
hard hit by Japan's worst 
post-war recession 

“although reconstruction 
of main infrastructures 
and facilities has been 
completed.” 

The premier said it was 
an urgent task to find per- 
manent housing for 5,841 
families still living in tem- 
porary barracks. 

The number has dropped 
sharply from the 
November 1995 peak of 
46.617 families, but 1.200 
still have nowhere to go 
when those small frame 
houses are closed in late 
March. 

Hyogo prefecture, of 
whiclTkobe is the biggest 
city, has built public hous- 
ing units for 34.500 fami- 


lies and a further 7,500 
will be completed soon. 

‘■The government for its 
part will continue making 
efforts to. help tbe area 
rehabilitate -as soon as 
possible.” Obuchi said. 

The premier acknowl- 
edged the lack of “com- 
prehensive anti-disaster 
measures,” and pledged 
“all-out efforts to create a 
society people in which 



The government came 
under fire for being slow 
in sending in help when 
the killer quake, register- 
ing 7.2 on the Richter 
scale, crushed the indus- 
trial and commercial belt 
without warning. 

Most of the dead were 
crushed to death in col- 
lapsed buildings or killed 
by fires — and some 
44.000 people were 
injured, 8,800 of them 
seriously. 

The cost of reconstruc- 
tion was then estimated at 
$77 billion <89 billion 
euros). 

The nation’s economic 
crisis has left 5.8 per cent 
of Hyogo’s workforce 
jobless, higher than the 
national average, accord- 
ing to the Bank of Japan. 

“As we go on, we want 
to cherish warm people- 
to-people contacts and 
Jive a strong and content- 
ed life to make up for the 


regretful losses of my par- 
ents and more than 6,000 
others,” Naotoshi 

Tatenuma. a 28-year-old 
survivor, told the memorL » 
al service- - 

But the unity of the peo-. 
pie appears to be in jeop- 
ardy as the city is forging 
ahead with a nine-year- 
old plan to build an airport 
on a man-made island. 

Kobe city hall has 
ignored some 3 10,000 sig- 
natures calling for a refer- 
endum on the $27 billion 
project. 

Critics say it poses envi- 
ronmental and financial 
hazards and could not 
compete with two existing 
airports in nearby Osaka. 

The economic downturn 
has also led to a record 
807 bankruptcies in the 
prefecture last year, 
according to a private 
credit research agency. 

Before the quake, Kobe 
handled 30 per cent of 
Japan's international con- 
tainer traffic, with 30 for- j 
eign cargo ships docking 
there every day. Around 
2.6 million containers 
passed through tbe port in i 
1994. ' ! 

Last October, the han- ! 
dling volume was down 1 
about 10 per cent from the 
previous year and down 
some 30 per cent from tbe 
1994 level. 


U.S., North Korea resume 
talks on suspected nuclear site 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
United States and North 
Korea resumed talks 
here Sunday over 
Washington's demand 
to inspect an under- 
ground site it suspects is 
being used to revive the 
hardline communist 
state's nuclear weapons 
programme. 

North Korean Deputy 
Foreign Minister Kim 
Kye-Gwan, leading the 
talks for Pyongyang, 
said big differences 
remained between the 
two sides. 

“Yesterday the U.S. 
and North Korean sides 
stuck to their original 
positions," he said. 

The U.S. negotiating 
team, headed by special 
envoy for Korean affairs 
Charles Kartman, 
arrived at the North 
Korean mission at 10:15 


a.m. (0915 GMT). 

The two sides held 
more than six hours of 
talks Saturday at the 
U.S. mission. 

The talks are aimed at 
saving a 1994 agreement 
under which North 
Korea agreed to freeze 
its nuclear programme 
in return for aid and tbe 
easing of Korean war- 
era sanctions. 

North Korea, which 
says the site is for undis- 
closed civilian purposes 
and that to inspect it 
would be a violation of 
sovereignty, has 

demanded that 

Washington pay $300 
million to take a look. 

Washington has reject- 
ed the demand and 
warned Pyongyang it 
most prove compliance 
with the 1994 Agreed 
Framework. 


Under that accord, a 
U-S.-Jed consortium 
agreed to replace North 
Korea’s risky graphite 
nuclear reactors — 
which prodnee weapons- 
grade plutonium — with 
safer light-water mod- 
els. 

The United States also 
agreed to supply 500,000 
tonnes of heavy fuel oil 
to North Korea annually 
to help with its energy 
needs until the reactors 
come on stream. 

However, in August a 
U.S. spy satellite spotted 
activity at an under- 
ground complex at 
Kumchangri — near 
Yongbyon, where North 
Korea's mothballed 
nuclear reactors are 
located. U.S. officials 
suspect the site could be 
used to produce plutoni- 
um for nuclear arms. 


VIENTIANE, Laos (AP) — Religious persecution remains a 
major hurdle preventing the United States from granting trade 
concessions to Laos, a U.S. congressman said Sunday. Tony P. 
Hall a Democrat from Ohio, said he made this clear in meet- 
ings with top leaders of the Communist government during his 
three-day top to the Southeast Asian nation— “It's a major 
stumbling block preventing die US. Congress from approving 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for Laos.” he told 
reporters. Hall expressed displeasure with the detainment of 
eight Laotians who were imprisoned in February last year for ^ 
worshipping at an unauthorised Christian service. Authorities ’ 
initially arrested 44 persons at the service, but immediately [ 
deported three Americans in the group and released all but the 
eight Laotians in attendance: Hall said freeing the eight would 
send a “big signal to Congress” dial Laos was willing to move 
on the issue of religious freedom. During his visit, which ended 
Sunday. Hall also travelled to southern Laos to inspect a crash 
site where remains of U-5. servicemen killed in action were 
found recently. He praised efforts by the Laotian government 
to help resolve the fates of more than 400 servicemen missing 
in action (MIAs) in Laos, describing it as central to America's 
“greatly improved” ties with the small, landlocked nation over 
the past four years. Most of the MIAs were pOots who carried 
out one of the most intensive bombing campaigns in history as 
they tried to prevent North Vietnamese soldiers and supplies 
from reaching South Vietnam through Laos. 

Chinese company adopts 
name ‘Viagra’ for its pill 


BEIJING (R) — A Chinese company plans to capitalise on the 
international success of Viagra this month when it markets its 
own anti-impotence drug — under tbe same name. A branch of 
Feflong (Hoag Kong) Group plans to begin selling its self- 
developed treatment “Weige Kaitai” on Jan. 25 in the north- 
eastern city of Sbenyang, the China Daily said Sunday. 
“Weige”. literally meaning “great man” is the familiar Chinese 
translation for Viagra. Viagra, the diamond-shaped blue pill 
manufactured by U.S. drug firm Pfizer Inc., has not been legal- 
ly approved yet for sale in China, but already has earned amp- 
utation through local media as a miracle cure for erectile dys- 
function. “Viagra ranked alongside “Titanic’ as the best-known 
new English word in China last year,” the China Daly said. 
Nearly 600 Chinese men are taking Viagra in clinical trials as 
health authorities evaluate the drug for import The govern- 
ment has said it would announce a derision before the end of 
the year. In the meantime, the Chinese drug maker has a head- 
start on tapping the country's vast market of sexually frustrat- 
ed men. ‘The existence of the Weige Kaitai pill will certainly 
influence the sales of Viagra in China if it is approved for 
import” the article quoted an official with the Trademark 
Office as saying. Jiang Wei the Chinese drug's inventor and 
general manager of the Feilong Group, said he did not know of 
any challenges to his registration of the Wage Kaitai trade- 
mark. according to the article. His pill would sell at $1 .45 each, 
while “reaT Viagra is available on China's blockmarks for as 
much as $48, the newspaper said. 

Farmer executed in China for 
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Buddha statue theft 


BELONG (R) — A farmer was executed in China Friday for 
stealing a priceless statue of Buddha two years ago. Xinhua 
news agency reported. In a report late Saturday, Xinhua stud 
Gao Yunliao was executed in the central province of Henan. 
He and three accomplices were alleged to have prised the one- 
tonne statue from its stand in the famous Longtnen Grottoes in 
March 1997. The report said the figure was broken into three 
pieces as Gao and his partners loaded it on to a truck before 
they buried it az the farmer’s home. Gao's accomplices 
received prison sentences, it said, adding thar the statue had 
been restored and was back on display. At least 1,876 people 
were executed in China in 1997. more than the rest of tbe 
world combined, according to the h uman rights watchdog 
Amnesty International Death sentences are usually carried out 
with a single bullet to the head, although lethal injection , was 
being introduced. Tbe Longmea Grottoes are filled with thou- 
sands of images of Buddha and his disciples were carved in 
cliff walls between the 5th and 7th centuries. 
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MOSCOW <AP) — An 
apparent fuel leak caused 
an explosion inside a car 
parked next to the U.S. 
embassy Sunday morning, 
but there were no reports 
of injuries or damage to 
the embassy building. 

A spokesman for the 
Federal Security Service 
said the explosion was an 
accident- and not a bomb 
or a terrorist act. 

The explosion occurred 
in- the trunk of the car 
larked on the comer of a 
side street off the Garden 


Ring Road, where the 
embassy is located. 

According to the 
Interfax news agency, a 
propane gas canister in the 
car exploded. The ITAR- 
TASS news agency said a 
fuel leak caused the blast. 

As a precaution, 
embassy security officials 
examined the undersides 
of other cars parked near 
the building, but no explo- 
sives were found. 

The back window of the 
car, a white Zhiguli. was 
blown out, but there was 


no apparent damage to the 
embassy building. The 
blast broke several win- 
dows in an adjacent apart- 
ment building. 

Interfax said the car 
belonged to a Russian 
police officer assigned to 
guard the embassy? 

Embassy spokesman 
Michael Hurley said 
workers inside the 
embassy had heard a 
“loud bang" outside. He 
said no one inside was 
injured. 

Anti-American senti- 


ments have been growing 
in Russia following the 
bombing raids on Iraq and 
the imposition of sanc- 
tions on Russian institutes 
for allegedly helping Iran 
to build weapons of mass 
destruction. 

In 1995. the embassy 
was hit by a rocket-pro- 
pelled grenade fired from 
across the street. The 
grenade pierced the wall 
of rhe building and 
exploded in an empty 
office. No one was injured 
in the attack. 


More Russians apply for Latvian 
citizenship, but problems remain 


RIGA (AFP) — Ethnic 
Russians have rushed to seek 
naturalisation since Latvia 
eased its tough citizenship 
law late last year, but the 
Baltic state is still experienc- 
ing problems integrating 
minorities, experts warn. 

Naturalisation bureau offi- 
cials say applications have 
tripled since a hotly contest- 
ed referendum last autumn 
made it easier to acquire 
Latvian nationality. 

Voters agreed to remove 
all age and birthplace restric- 
tions that had effectively 
excluded nearly a third of 
Latvia's 2.4 million resi- 
dents from gaining citizen- 
ship. 

“Yes there has been a jump 
in applications.” said Nils 
Muiznieks of the Larvian 
Centre for Human Rights 
and Ethnic Studies, “but my 
impression is that it probably 
won’t last that long." 

Naturalisation applications 
averaged about 300 a month 
before the amendments 

c ame into force last 

November, officials said, 
and then surged to more than 
1,000 a month in November 
and December. 

Even more people sched- 
uled appointments to hand in 
■beir applications to avoid 
Stiflding in long lines, the 


naturalisation bureau added. 

However, officials esti- 
mate it will likely take 13 
years to process the 325.000 
people it expects to apply for 
citizenship. 

And survey data show that 
poor Latvian language skills 
will likely deter more than 
half of the 650.000 “non-cit- 
izens" from taking the natu- 
ralisation exam, Muiznieks 
noted. 

Many young men will opt 
against citizenship to avoid 
serving in the army, and oth- 
ers who visit relatives often 
may not want to lose visa- 
free travel with Russia. 

Significantly, many Feel 
that Latvians have not done 
enough to make minorities 
feel welcome. 

“The main problem is not 
the provisions of the law but 
the general attitude of the 
government, political parties 
and general public opinion." 
said' Boris Tsilevich. a 
human rights campaigner 
elected to' parliament last 
fall. 

“Non-citizens are told all 
the time: You are not wel- 
come here. You are aliens, it 
is better if you leave.’” 

After Latvia regained 
independence in 1991 it 
barred those who arrived 
during the 50-year Soviet 


occupation and iheir descen- 
dants from applying for citi- 
zenship. embittering the eth- 
nic-Russian minority and 
souring relations with 
Moscow. 

Russia imposed limited 
economic sanctions on 
Latvia last year over Riga's 
alleged mistreatment of eth- 
nic Russians, and still refus- 
es to sign a border treaty 
seven years after the fall of 
the Soviet Union. 

Although there is almost 
no outright violence 
between the two communi- 
ties — on the contrary there 
is a considerable amount of 
intermarriage — resentment 
remains high among many 
Russians, including those 
now seeking citizenship. 

“I admit it is something of 
a vendetta to seek citizen- 
ship so I can vote against 
those who didn’t want me to 
be able to vote in the first 
place." said one Ru.ssian- 
speaker when asked why he 
wanted Latvian nationality. 

Analysis say a surge in the 
number of ethnic-Russians 
taking citizenship could tip 
the balance of power in par- 
liament towards the left, 
fuelling fears that right-wing 
forces in the government 
might try to slow down the 
naturalisation process. 


A nationalist party' in the 
government has delayed 
granting citizenship to non- 
citizens’ children bom in 
Latvia since 1991, one of the 
key measures approved in 
the referendum. 

U has blocked adoption of 
regulations to implement the 
measure, citing forgery’ con- 
cerns to object to the use of 
several legally valid identifi- 
cation documents to prove 
residency. 

The government’s next 
steps are likely to be crucial 
in deciding whether the 
flicker of goodwill engen- 
dered by the referendum’s 
positive resulLs can be trans- 
lated into genuine progress 
in integration. 

The parliament’s debate of 
a controversial language 
law. which would restrict the 
use of Russian in private 
business, and educational 
reforms which will likely 
spark a sharp fall in Russian- 
language classes in schools, 
could poison- the atmos- 
phere. 

The government is also 
long overdue to release a 
social integration plan. 
Muiznieks warned that if the 
government failed to ensure 
an inclusive debate about the 
plan it could end up doing 
more harm than good. 


Massacre of Kosovo Albanians 
shocks, calls for response 


Experts inspect the trunk of a car that exploded In front of the LLS. embassy in Moscow. A small explosion slight- 
ly damaged the car and a police sentry box’ outside the UiJ. embassy Sunday hut police said no one was hurt and 
that it was probably caused by a technical fault in the vehicle (Reuters photo) 

Car parked near U.S. embassy explodes 


RACAK, Yugoslavia <APi 
— In a hyjl of machine gun 
and mortar fire, Serb forces 
moved Sunday into ihis 
Kuso\o village where 45 
ethnic Albanians were mas- 
sacred. sending terrified 
civilians and international 
monitors fleeing to safety. 

Elsewhere, world leaders 
voiced outrage over the 
massacre and considered 
urgent responses to the 
slaughter. which the 
American head of the 
Kosovo peace verifiers 
called a crime against 
humanity. 

Overnight, the bodies of 
40 of die victims wrere 
brought to the village 
mosque. The bodies, cov- 
ered bv plastic sheets, lay- 
on the stone floor on the 
mosque Sunday as family 
members hobbed and 
wailed "my brother," "my 
father,” and “Oh. God." 
Villagers said they wanted 
to bury the bodies quickly, 
as is the Muslim custom, 
but feared Serb forces, 
deployed on a hill above the 
village, might fire on the 
mourners. 

At midday, gunfire and 
explosions echoed through 
the hills, and monitors from 
the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) said the 
Serbs were moving on the 
village. 

Panicked civilians fled 
down the road leading 
towards the nearby town of 
Stimlje. Nervous OSCE 
verifiers cursed journalists 
as they demanded reporters 
clear the road to allow mon- 
itors and villagers to escape. 

In Belgrade, Serb 
President Milan 

MiJuronovic repeated police 
claims that the ethnic 
Albanians were rebels 
killed in combat, although 
the dead included three 
women, a ) 2-year-old boy 
and old men. Some of the 
bodies were mutilated, and 
eyes were gouged out. 

Milutonovic accused the 
head of the international 
monitoring mission. U.S. 
diplomat William Walker, 
of making “false and per- 
sonal assessments which 
are totally baseless." 
Walker had blamed govern- 
ment forces for the mas- 
sacre. which he called a 
“crime very much against 
humanity." 

International monitors 
and journalists came across 
the carnage Saturday morn- 
ing in Racak, 25 kilometres 
south of the provincial cap- 
ital. Pristina, after having 
been barred from the site by 
Serbian police the previous 
dav. 


The bodies, found shot or 
mutilated, were heaped 
together in a muddy ravine. 

The rebel Kosovo 
Liberation Army said the 
death toll from the massacre 
was 51, including nine of its 
fighters and a 3 -month-old 
baby. The report could not 
be confirmed. Monitors put 
the death toll at 45. 

State Department 

spokesman James P. Rubin 
said ambassadors from the 
16 NATO countries would 
meet Sunday in Brussels "in 
light of this outrageous situ- 
ation.” 

Early Sunday, an estimat- 
ed two dozen Serb police 
were seen heading for 
Racak, where KLA rebels 
were deployed. Sources in 
the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe said the Serbs 
insisted on earning out 
their own investigation of 
the massacre. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
said OSCE told the Serbs 
they could conduct the 
investigation in a "non- 
threatening manner.” But 
the presence of police and 
investigators raised fears of 
another confrontation. 

In Washington. Rubin 
pointed out that NATO in 
October developed contin- 
gency plans for dealing 
with Kosovo, the Serbian 
province where ethnic 
Albanian separatists have 
been fighting with Serb 
police and troops. The plan 
includes the possible bomb- 
ing of Serb installations. 

“There should be no 
doubt of NATO’s resolve,” 
Rubin said. 


Elsewhere, the massacre 
drew a sharp response. U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan urged a swift investi- 
gation. 

Albania called for an 
urgent meeting of the U.N. 
Security Council after the 
“inhuman massacre." 

The U.N.'s Yugoslav war 
crimes tribunal opened an 
investigation, and chief 
prosecutor Louise Arbour 
was preparing to go to 
Kosovo with or without 
permission from Yugoslav 
authorities. 

"This w as, a deliberate and 
indiscriminate act of mur- 
1 der designed to sow fear 
among the people of 
Kosovo." said President 
Clinton, condemning the 
atrocity and calling it "a 
clear violation" of the 
Serbs' cease-fire agreement. 

The grisly discovery by 
international monitors 
included the bodies of three 
women, a 1 2-year-old and 
many older men, all in civil- 
ian clothes. The killings 
present the gravest threat 
yet of a return to full-scale 
combat in the separatist 
province. 

Some of the dead had 
their eyes gouged out or 
heads smashed in. and one 
man lay decapitated in the 
courtyard of his compound. 

Many had been shot at 
close range, and residents of 
Racak village said Serb 
forces had rounded up the 
men. driven them up the hill 
and shot them. Twenty- 
eight bodies lay heaped 
together at the bottom of a 
muddy hillside gully. 

Visibly upset and his 
voice shaking after visiting 


the killing site. Walker 
called the' massacre “an 
unspeakable atrocity," and 
“a crime very much against 
humanity.” 

"Nor do I hesitate to 
accuse the government 
security forces of responsi- 
bility.” Walker said, urging 
prosecutors from the 
Internationa! War Crimes 
Tribunal to come investi- 
gate. 

Yugoslav authorities 
agreed to end their crack- 
down against ethnic 
Albanians in the separatist 
Serbian province under the 
threat of NATO airstrikes 
last October. 

The alliance's top official. 
Secretary-General Javier 
Soluna. warned that NATO 
“will not tolerate a return to 
all-out fighting and a policy 
of repression in Ko.sovo." 

Police, who were backed 
by Yugoslav army tanks in 
Friday 's assault on Racak 
and neighbouring Petrov o. 
said they had killed “tens of 
terrorists’’ in the action. 
They said they fought back 
after coming under mortar 
and automatic weapons fire 
while trying to arrest guer- 
rilla suspects for the murder 
of a policeman. 

But villagers said Serb 
police had separated men 
from their families and led 
them up the hill, where they 
killed them. 

Bodies lay w’here they 
apparently were slain, along 
cow* paths and in deep, hilly 
ravines. 

The KLA's political repre- 
sentative, Adem Demaci, 
called on all Kosovo 
Albanians to rallv behind 
the KLA. 


Prosecutor starts Kosovo mission 


AMSTERDAM (R) — United Nations 
chief war crimes prosecutor Louise 
Arbour Monday begins investigating Lhe 
alleged slaughter of 45 ethnic Albanians 
by Yugoslav security forces, a spokesman 
said Sunday. 

Arbour, heading a seven person team, 
expects to arrive in Skopje, the capital of 
Yugoslav republic Macedonia, at around 
noon Monday. 

The team, which includes four investi- 
gators, will be met by representatives of 
the Organisation for Security’ and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the 54- 
nation monitoring body. 

International monitors have accused 
Yugoslav forces of murdering dozens of 
villagers in the south of the province, 
where ethnic Albanians outnumber Serbs 
by nine to one. 

"The OSCE said U.S. diplomatic 
observers had counted 45 corpses. 

The war crimes prosecutor announced 
Saturday she would be leading a mission 
to Kosovo and was demanding immediate 
access to the areas. The Yugoslav govern- 
ment has blocked previous attempts to 


secure visas that would allow U.N. inves- 
tigators into Kosovo. 

Yugoslavia disputes the claim by the 
U.N. International Criminal Tribunal for, 
former Yugoslavia that it has jurisdiction 
over the province of Kosovo. Pressure 
from the U.N. Security Council has so far 
done nothing to alter that stance. 

In a statement Saturday. Arbour said the 
massacre fell “squarely within the man- 
date" of the war crimes tribunal, adding 
Yugoslavia was required to grant access. 

“As far as we are concerned, we have 
rounded the circle. We have said she is 
coming, so they can’t be surprised, 
spokesman Christian Chartier told 
Reuters Sunday. 

The Hague- based International 
Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia 
was established by the U.N. Security 
Council in May, 1993 with the brief to 
bring to justice those guilty of war crimes 
in the territory of the former Yugoslavia 
since 1991. 

To date, it has only issued public indict- 
ments linked to the war thac accompanied 
the break-up of the former Yugoslavia. 


China will tolerate differences with Taiwan 


SINGAPORE ( AFP) — China will 
inlenue differences in Taiwan, and 
even allow it to maintain its own 
array, once it accepts the mainland’s 
principle of “one country, two sys- 
tems," Singapore's Sunday Tunes 
reported. 

Lian Xisheng, a member of a vis- 
iting six-member panel from the 
Association tor Relations Across the 
Taiwan Strait (ARATS), said differ- 
ences in legal structure and social 
systems between China and Taiwan 


can be resolved through this prinri- 
ple. 

"We are prepared to be more flex- 
ible even in allowing Taiwan to 
retain its own military, something 
ihm Hong Kong and Macau do not 
have," Lian told local reporters 
Saturday. 

“In fact, under ’two systems,' 
Taiwan will have much of the free- 
dom they are enjoying or have been 
craving for." including international 
recnimiiiiin .tml democratic reform. 


he said. 

Zhang Mingqing. head of the 
.ARATS delegation to Singapore, 
said Beijing hardly objected to 
Taiwan wishing to maintain its 
democracy or identifying its people 
as new Taiw anese. 

Once reunification is completed, 
"China will proceed with is social- 
ism path using Chinese characteris- 
tics, while Taiwan can carry on with 
what foe Taiwanese wanted" Zhang 
abo [‘'Id l««cal reporter^ Saturday. 


“Neither side would swallow the 
other up,” he said. 

Bui Zhang said Beijing would 
oppose any political change that 
diverts from reunification of China 
and Taiwan under the “one country, 
two system. 1 !" rale. 

Chinese nationalists lied foe 
mainland for Taiwan in 1944 after 
losing a civil war to the commu- 
nists. 

Beijing regards Taiwan as a rene- 
gade pro\ ince. 
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Mahathir to discuss general 
elections after Eid celebrations 


Kuala lumpur iafp> 
rr ^"me Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad’s ruling coalition 
J?l meet after the Eid al- 
i ' | U’ celebration in Malaysia 
10 discuss preparations for 
ftoeral elections as party 
Riders said Sunday early 
P°Us could be iust weeks 
away. 

Coalition secretary-gener- 
** Mohamed Rahmat called 
coalition parties to rally 
^PPOrt to build a strong 
font and urged elected rep- 
oejitatives to listen to the 
Pete's views. 

He did not indicate when 
.jettons would be held, 
OTg it was up to 
^hathir to decide. But he 
jfcwised the coalition parlies 
^Prepare their election 
^hineiy now. 

Evfcn though Bari san 


(National Front coalition) is 
strong and does not face 
any problem in winning the 
election, we cannot afford 
to be complacent and rest 
on our laurels.” Mohamed 
was quoted as saying by 
The Sunday Star newspa- 
per. . r 

“The meeting is tne rirsi 

step towards the announce- 
ment of the general elec- 
tion. Mahathir must know 
the feelings of the other 
communi ties before an 
ejection date is f * xcd - a 

senior member of the ruling 
United Malays National 
Organisation (UMNO) said. 

The party insider said 
there was a growing possi- 
bility the 73 -year-old 
Mahathir, who came to 
power in I9SJ, may relin- 
quish his post after the vote. 


“He has been around for 
sometime. It can happen 
after the elections," he said. 

"The possibility of the 
general elections after the 
Chinese New Year cannot 
be ruled out," the UMNO 
insider said. Lunar New 
Year falls on Feb. 16, while 
the Eid al-Filr celebrations 
ending the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan fall 
early this week in Malaysia. 

Observers said the elec- 
tion battle cry would centre 
on the economic crisis and 
the saga of former deputy 
premier Anwar Ibrahim. 

Anwar, 51, was sacked in 
September amid bluer poli- 
cy differences with 
Mahathir and arrested 
under internal security laws 
after leading protests 
against his former mentor. 


He was later charged with 
ID counts of corruption and 
sexual misconduct all of 
which he has denied. 

Analysts have said 
Mahathir, who is also presi- 
dent of UMNO, is unlikely 
to risk letting his govern- 
ment complete its term as 
scheduled in April 20(H), 
given the uncertainties 
clouding the economy and 
the region. 

Now could be a good time 
to go to the country. 

"Jr is calm in UMNO. 
Now is rhe time to find out 
the sentiments of the other 
major races like the 
Chinese and Indians,” he 
added. 

UMNO is the dominant 
party in the National From 
coalition which champions 
the interest of the country’s 


Muslims, who ' represent 
about 54 per cent of the 22 
million population. 

Mahfuz Omar, youth 
chief of the Parti Islam 
Scmulaysia (PAS) said it is 
high time Mahathir tested 
the mandate of the people 
following the economic cri- 
sis and injustices in the 
country. 

"The people have lost 
confidence in the National 
Front coalition,” Mahfuz 
said, adding: "We are confi- 
dent the people will vote for 
the opposition." 

Mahathir met political 
leaders of the eastern state 
of Sabah Saturday to decide 
on u possible election date. 
The state government's 
five-year term ends on 
March 18 and polls must be 
called within 60 days. 





ANNOUNCING 

rhe Complete Menu at the Bayerischer Hoi... 

INTRODUCING A VARIETY OF MEAT, CHICKEN, LAMB, FISH, 
PORK, SAUSAGES AND VEGETARIAN DISHES. 



HAVE YOU TASTED PAUL ANER YET? 
We are the only restaurant chat serves it in town. 

lunch: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

DINNER: b:30p.m. - 1 1:30 p.m. 

German coffee, cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - A) Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 581081 1 
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Timely review 


ES HIS address to the nation Saturday from 
London, His Majesty King Hussein said 
that he would soon launch a comprehensive 
review of the nation's progress and address 
all issues and challenges before it Such a 
review is most timely as the Kingdom has in 
the past six months cleared some major 
hurdles and began on a path of reform. 
Although His Majesty was physically absent 
from the Kingdom during this period, his 
selfless determination to not only reassure 
his people through the most difficult battle 
of bis life but to keep abreast of every detail 
on the home front through constant contact 
with HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, has set in motion the process of 
reform that both have worked so long for. 

The areas of reform seen as most urgent 
remain the same. 

The democratic process begun in 1989 has 
suffered the growing pains expected of such 
a process in a country of such a diverse 
demography as Jordan. Today, that process 
needs strengthening through* the improve- 
ment of the Elections Law, the building of 
civil society and its organisations, and the 
liberalisation of the media. 

The lessons learned from the recent years, 
of applying an economic adjustment pro- 
gramme point to necessary reforms to help 
lower the deficit and reduce state expendi- 
ture. Measures towards, such reforms will 
no doubt be severe, but a comprehensive 
plan to implement the necessary measures 
and soothe the discomfort or pain that will 
have to be borne is not impossible. 

The continuous calls to improve educa- 
tion, particularly as Jordan enters the new 
Millennium, must be backed by added 
spending on education and research. 

Finally, the desire to stomp out corruption 
requires an airtight system of checks and 
balances that will not only prevent and treat 
this debilitating problem, but also work to 
instill a sense of responsibility and patrio- 
tism in the country’s people that encourages 
good citizenship at home, in the community 
and at work. 

Each of these areas of reform has been 
under scrutiny. The practice of introducing 
comprehensive dialogue with all the sectors 
of the Jordanian society has helped to better 
reveal the genuine problems facing the 
nation. At the same time it has fostered a 
new sense of responsibility in the sectorial 
leaders involved in the dialogue. The path 
set can only lead to achievement with His 
Majesty's planned extensive review of the 
state of the nation. 
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COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm's Hassan Nabflsi outlined a few points he 
thought the Drought Committee ought to consider. 
Agricultural subsidies are given all over the world thus, said 
the writer, there is no need to hide behind the International 
Monetary Fund which caused the problem in the first place. 
The price of fodder is high, while the oat in general is of low 
quality: is there any quality’ standards that the country should 
rely on in e sporting such items, asked the writer. Similarly, 
the prices of barley and grain are high compared to interna- 
tional prices. According to Nabflsi, policies, decisions and 
regulations are more important than subsidies because they 
affect the procedures of imports and exports as well as speci- 
fications and quality, added the writer. Nabflsi urged all con- 
cerned parties to forma farmers general union as soon as pos- 
sible. that could handle current and coming agricultural situ- 
ations. and set up a long-term plan to cope with “dangerous 
and worrisome' ’ problems. 


Ai Dustour’s Mazen Saker said the Gulf Cooperation 
Council's (GCO meeting cm the Iraq crisis ended in two con- 
flicting decisions, which indicates that there are sharp differ- 
ences in official stands. The council derided to try to lift the 
sanctions against Iraq in line with international legitimacy as 
well as UN. resolutions, and to refuse to attend this month's 
Arab foreign ministers’ meeting. It is obvious, that this was a 
victory for" he Gulf states, who are still objecting to a unified 
Arab stand against the embargo and are insisting on sticking 
to their differences with Iraq's regime, said Saket The call to 
lift the sanctions in line with international legitimacy means 
practically keeping them imposed, especially since such legit- 
imacy is currently blocked by the U.S., said the writer. The 
significant outcome of the GCC meeting is the derision not to 
attend the ministers' meeting because it means there will be 
no unified Arab stand, said Saket, and it puts the council at 
loggerheads wife the Arab League which could be “danger- 
ous.” The writer said the Gulf states that do not agree wife the 
council's derisions should participate in the coming meeting 
in Older to prevent further Arab divisions. 


An economist’s wish list 


AS A STUDENT of the Jordanian 
economy. I was called upon by the 
editor of this page to write this 
week's article about things that 
ought to be done to improve fee 
economy. Even though I knew fully 
well that compliance would ensure 
that at least one person (the editor) 
would read the article, something 
which is heart warming to most 
writers particularly yours truly, I still 
hesitated. Why? The wish list of 
things to do — on the economic 
front that is — is massive and any 
detail of its items would require vol- 
umes, not just a single column. 
Nevertheless, here it is: an econo- 
mist’s way too abbreviated wish list 

Working from the premise that 
Jordan is a somewhat open market 
economy, three main components 
are to be addressed: consumer 
demand, supply of production fac- 
tors (land, labour capital) and the 
institutional component which 
affects the interplay of fee whole 
gamut of the market How can one 
affect these- components to improve 
fee income of labour and capital? 
I’ll address each component sepa- 
rately. 

Consumer demand: Spending by 
Jordanians (government, house- 
holds and investors) should become 
increasingly sophisticated to buy 
more of fee better goods and ser- 
vices. To improve fee quality and 
quantity of demand, policies affect- 
ing both fee microeconomy (fee 
economic unit such as household, 
factory or product or a specific pro- 
duction factor market) and the 


macro view ('fee aggregate econo- 
ray) must come into play. 

To improve fee quality of con- 
sumer demand, information about 
product safety and standards must 
be institutionalised wife fee adop- 
tion of such standards becoming a 
necessity. Consumers have to learn 
to demand fee best and be able to 
purchase it. This can be achieved 
through public-private partnerships, 
enhanced information systems, 
civic society mobilisation, opening 
fee market by reducing tariffs and 
other trade barriers, state-of-the-art 
calibration and testing systems, 
quality awareness campaigns, avail- 
able testing for safety, and consumer 
protection legislation. 

To improve aggregate demand fee 
usual fiscal policies must apply, 
which include reducing taxes or 
increasing government spending or 
both without enlarging fee govern- 
ment, which is not easy to accom- 
plish. That is why many economists, 
monetarists, neo-classicals and sup- 
ply siders advocate a passive role for 
government. However, they assume 
the absence of government interfer- 
ence from the start, which can hard- 
ly be true in fee case of Jordan 
where government was. is, and con- 
tinues to be the only thriving busi- 
ness in town. Also, the adoption of 
increased government spending 
means increased borrowing and 
indebtedness beyond the present 
leveL But debt must be paid back 
wife interest, assuming that lenders 
refuse to reschedule or forgive. 
Therefore, borrowing must be 


against a transparent well-publicised 
debt ceiling and for well-studied 
projects that aim directly at enhanc- 
ing productivity in fee short and 
medium terms. The rate of return on 
investment must he greater than the 
in te re sc otherwise the debt of today 
will be wasted and grow to become 
a legacy of hardship and poverty for 
tomorrow's generation. 

Production factors: Production 
factors need to be improved through 
quality and quantity enhancement 
measures. For example increasing 
labour by main tainin g fee birth rate 
at its present level may raise the 
GDP but simultaneously cause the 
per capita income to fall if fee 
growth rate does not match that of 
the population. The trick is io 
increase the productivity of fee 
worker through specialisation and 
training. Skilled labour is more pro- 
ductive than non-skiiled labour and 
therefore a large, skilled workforce 
is better than a small one because 
both fee GDP and the per capita 
GDP rise — the first enhancing fee 
economy size of fee nation and fee 
second enhancing fee welfare of its 
citizens. Furthermore, a highly 
skilled workforce demands high 
wages and is feus able to pay for 
high quality products to sustain a 
sophisticated demand. 

The same quality and quantity 
improvement argument applies to 
the capital (machinery, tools and 
factories) and land (land surface and 
natural resources such as water, 
minerals, etc.) of fee nation. Better 
still, their utilisation must be 
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improved to produce better quality 
downstream products that have high 
value added, otherwise resources 
scarce or not are wasted, which is 
presently fee case in many of our 
industries. 

Institutionalisation: The institu- 
tional component of my list includes 
fee government and civic society. 
The government must provide a sta- 
ble, modem and transparent legisla- 
tive environment, and continue the 
structural and economic reform pro- 
gramme it has started. Modem 
transparent legislation can only 
work when combined wife a rela- 
tively small public sector. To shrink 
and streamline fee public sector 
there must be privatisation to 
finance fee training and transfer of 
public sector employees to the pri- 
vate sector without unnecessary 
social distress and upheaval. 
However, privatisation is a policy 
feat requires a Jong period of time to 
implement, which means feat the 


government must be stable and 
serve far longer than fee average 
cabinets presently do. Otherwise, as 
cabinets change privatisation 
schemes lose their champions. 
Furthermore, the government must 
introduce antitrust laws to break fee 
backbone of monopolistic anti-com- 
petitive practices. Simultaneously, 
anti-nepotism legislation must be 
introduced to curb fee growth of 
tribal relations in the work place — 
such relations were only important 
in fee days of nomadic lawlessness 
and should never thrive in an effi- 
cient democracy of laws and institu- 
tions. Also, information systems 
must improve to provide detailed 
information about fee different 
industries in fee country to 
investors, foreign and domestic. 

However, information should be 
organised around clusters (groups of 
firms and entities that contribute 
toward the production of a good or a 
service) and not around sectors 
which usually become rigid and 
never provide a clear picture of the 
industry. 

WelL this is my wish list. For all of 
it to work, expectations must 
become positive again, reminiscent 
of the spirit of 1 994 and 1 995 when 
dreams were alive and well. At any 
rate, Jordan has a great start this year 
with fee safe return of His Majesty 
fee King: may all those great feel- 
ings of cheer that are stirred in us 
continue throughout the year and ' 
manifest themselves into “what can 
I do to make Jordan better?" 


I 'i 1 X. i 
1 • . » 


jUBH ST- 




V % 

% 

’* . .ittil, in 





Best wishes 


To His Msqesty: 




EACH WORD written and spoken about you. to wel- 
come you back in our midst, is an underestimation, 
compared to fee love we feel for you. 

We thank our Lord, for restoring your health, and 
bringing you safely back borne. My sincere wish is, that 
we all in this part of the world, learn the true meaning 
of love, patience and endurance from you, especially 
our children, and theirs in turn, to make our world a bet- 
ter place to live in. Your sincerity and openness in world, 
dealings, has put you. us, and our country, in front of fee 
eyes of the world. May God grant you many more years 
of health and happiness with us. Your Majesty — may 
we stand up to your expectations. 


Dr. Barbara B organ 
Amman 
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Fears for foreign workers 


To the editor: 


The ABCs of academics 


Don’t know your ACTS from your A-LEVELS? Don’t worry, 
help is at hand in the form of this ‘mini-dictionary’ guide for 
confused parents and students to the bewildering world of 
academic abbreviations. Part two will be published tomorrow 


By James L. Gillespie 


ACT The American College Testing 
Assessment is one of the rwo basic exam- 
inations used by American colleges and 
universities as an entrance examination. It 
is less widely used than its rival SAT L but 
some universities require it Other univer- 
sities may give fee student the option of 
taking ACT or SAT I. A few universities 
such as Duke and Boston College accept 
the ACT in the place of SAT n. The ACT 
is a multiple-choice examination fear cov- 
ers four areas: English. Mathematics. 
Reading, and Science. It is somewhat 
more content oriented than SAT I which 
focus on logic and problem solving skills. 
For details contact AmidEast 
AICE The advanced International 
Certificate of Education is a new 
Secondary School Certificate programme 
that is offered by UCLES. the University 
of Cambridge Local Examinations 
Syndicate. It is designed to provide a coor- 
dinated curriculum for the years that fol- 
low the completion of the IGCSE pro- 
gramme (18+). AICE is designed as an 
international auriculurn, but is based in 
British education. Students must complete 
five 200 classriooro-bour courses in three 
different academic areas and pass the 
UCLES examinations based upon those 
courses to receive the certificate. The 
Minisoy of Education recognises AICE as 
an equivalent to Tawjihi. Details on fee 
programme are available through the 
British Council. 

‘A’-Levd Advanced-Level study in 
selected subjects undertaken after fee 
completion of IGCSE or GCE studies 
(18+)- At the conclusion of their studies 
students must pass an examination in each 
subject selected for study. British universi- 
ties normally expect students to present 
two or three ‘A’ -Levels, usually with a 
minimum grade of *C’ in addition to six 
IGCSE or GCE ‘O'-Levels for admission. 
The AICE programme is the latest option 
in l A' -Level studies. For details contact 
the British Council. 

AP The Advanced Placement 
Examinations are. 3-hour examinations in 


specific subject areas taken by secondary 
school students who hope to receive uni- 
versity credit in the selected subject areas. 
The format of AP examinations differs 
from subject to subject A large number of 
U.S. colleges and universities award uni- 
versity course credit for successful com- 
pletion of AP examinations. AP exams are 
developed to test what a first-year univer- 
sity student should know about fee select- 
ed subject The AP Diploma is a sec- 
ondary school curriculum devised by ETS 
to serve fee needs of international stu- 
dents. Like AICE and IB, fee AP Diploma 
requires students to undertake a coordinat- 
ed programme of study and to pass AP 
examinations in specific content areas to 
receive the diploma. The Ministry of 
Education does not recognise the AP 
Diploma at this point The ministry has 
devised its own Tawjihi equivalence cer- 
tificate based upon SAT II For details 
contact AnridEast 

CAT Computer Adopted Tests are now 
employed for TOEFL, GMAT and GRE. 
These examinations are now administered 
by computer. These tests are custom 
designed for each student As fee student 
answers questions, fee computer selects 
the next questions based upon the demon- 
strated ability level of the test-taker. As fee 
student masters more difficult questions, 
his/her score increases. Since computer 
space is limited, students need to register 
well in advance of fee date on which they 
wish to take a CAT examination. 

CPE The Cambridge Proficiency in 
English is a 5-hour examination of writ- 
ing, grammar, vocabulary, and reading 
designed to demonstrate the ability of a 
student to undertake university work in an 
English-language university. The exami- 
nation is developed by UCLES. For 
details contact the British Council. 

ETS Educational Testing Service, also 
known as The College Board, is fee 
designer and administrator of fee majority 
of American university tests including 
TOEFL, SAT AP, GRE and GMAT. 
FAFSA The Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid is a form that is used to deter- 
mine an American university stude nt’s eli- 


gibility for government financial assis- 
tance. Since the form presents a picture of 
the student's family’s financial circum- 
stances, some .American universities will 
ask international applicants to complete 
the form. The university will then use the 
FAFSA to determine if that student is eli- 
gible for financial aid from fee university. 
FCE First Certificate in English is a 
Cambridge (UCLES j examination similar 
to fee CHE but at a less advanced level. 
GCE The General Certificate of 
Education is a British Programme of early 
secondary education (16+) based upon 
subject examinations administered by the 
University of London. These examina- 
tions are offered at ‘O'-Level [GCSE] and 
at 4 A’ -Level GCE ‘O'-Levels are less 
common in Britain than GCSE ‘O’- 
Levels. 

GCSE The General Certificate of 
Secondary Education is described under 
GCE. 

GPA Grade Point Average is a numerical 
average of a student’s marks. It can be 
expressed as a percentage figure. Thus, a 
student who received a 90. an 85, an 80, 
and a 70 in four courses would have a 
GPA of S 1-25. In fee U.S., letter-grades 
are the more normal system. To compute 
GPA count an ‘A’ Grade as 4^ ‘B’ as 3, a 
‘C as 2, a ‘D’ as l, and an ‘F as 0. Thus a 
student who receive an ‘A’, a ‘B\ and two 
‘C grades in four courses would have a 
GPA of 2.75. University application forms 
often request the applicant's secondary 
school GPA. 


I HAVE been here for about ten years, and I recall the 
Royal amnesty granted by His Majesty King Hussein 
after his triumphant return from successful surgery in 
1992. Once again, thank God, His Majesty has success- 
fully recovered from illness and I am one of those eager- 
ly awaiting his return. 

Again there is talk of an “amnesty” for “illegal” foreign 
guest workers. If Mr Calano's observations concerning 
the Jordanian Labour Law of 1996 are correct (Letters, 
J.T., Dec. 29, 2998;, then not only foreign guest workers 
but their Jordanian host employers have reason to be 
happy and to thank the magnanimity of His Majesty. 

Is it true that, based on Mr. Calano’s observations, an 
amnesty would mean not only pardoning the wilful 
neglect of employers not paying for fee work permir fees 
of their guest workers, thus making fee latter illegal or 
undocumented workers, but also waiving the so-called 
JD50 monthly penalty which per computation (for 
800,000 illegal foreign workers) would yield about 
JD800 million in revenue to the National Treasury! 

What happens then to the foreign workers concerned? I 
am sure a great majority of them could identify fee 
Jordanian employers they have been working for without . 
work permits. As in 1992, we hope and pray that since 
they find themselves in a situation not out of their own 
making, something can be done for their welfare. If they 
have to go, they have to go, but then please help them 
locate their employers who should pay for their return- 
tickets to their countries of origin. 


Victor Tamares 
.Amman 


Demons are alive and well: 


To the editor: 


I READ the opinion piece “And you thought demons 
were dead” (J.T., January 15 f wife much mterest and- 
related it directly to the type of news coverage fee - 
United States gets concerning what President Clinton 
has done. What is never talked about is the law feat he 
has broken; it is said to “just be about sex,” Also, the 
reported polls fee media speak of daily don't represent 
my area nor that of friends and relatives in other states- 
Yes, indeed, I think we can truly say feat the demons 
are alive and well! Thanks for a good editorial. ■ 


The writer is the Chairman of the 
Academic Committee of The American 
University of the Middle East. He is an 
examiner forAP and IB. and also serves 
as a consultant to The Modem American 
School and The Sweis Educational 
Centre. 


Vivian Skipper 
vskipper@mlode.chte 


For further information contact: 


For US. based tests: 

AnudEast — 586-2950 
British based tests: 

The British Council— 463-6147/8 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contribution 
from its readers on any issue they wish to 
Letters, intended for publication should contain 
writer's full name and preferably address 
Names can be withheld upon request but onlydh^i 
special c ircumstances. Letters are subject to 
and abridging. . 
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Strengthening the relationship between Islam and the West 
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By Derek Fatchett 

AS RAMADAN draws 10 a close, and 
the festivities of the 'Eid A! Fitr 
begin, I want to lake a moment io 
reflect on the state of relations 
between Islam and the West. 

It’is a question of immense urgency 
arid importance. Jf we are to prosper 
and grow together in a peaceful and 
diverse world, then we must under- 
stand each other better. 

If we do not, the price will be high. 
Suspicion and stereotype feed upon 
themselves. The absence of trust can 
quickly turn into hostility or even out- 
right conflict. Some people think that 
conflict between Islam and the West 
is inevitable. One of our key priorities 
is to prove them wrong. 

The first step must be to fight the 
misconceptions and prejudice. We 
need to show the people of the West 
rh at Islam is not about extremism or 
the terrorists w’ho abuse its name. Far 
from being something to be afraid of 
— it is a tradition of great beauty and 
wisdom. We owe much to Islam. 
Islamic art, science and philosophy 
have enriched our lives in a multitude 
of ways. From the numerals we use to 
count to the systems of algebra and 
astronomy we use to understand our 
world, much of who we are and how 
we think is rooted in Islamic learning. 
Even the university system that 
became the powerhouse for intellec- 


tual progress in the Western world 
was modelled on the Islamic centres 
of learning lhat were beacons of 
enlightenment for the whole w-orld. 

And as the West searches For alter- 
natives to the unbridled materialism 
that threatens the very future of our 
planet, we need to learn from Islam's 
spirituality. As the West struggles a 
loss ol laith. it could learn much from 
a culture that suffuses everything it 
does with deep spirituality. 

There is a remarkable ignorance in 
the West about the true nature of 
Islam, and it will uecd a massive 
effort to replace that ignorance with 
the knowledge that must be die basis 
for genuine understanding. 

But the education needs to be in 
both directions. Just as we need to 
shatter Western stereotypes of Islam, 
so we need to light suspicion in the 
Muslim World of the West and its 
motives. We need to convince Mus- 
lims that the West does not seek to 
corrupt their values or undermine 
their independence. We need to per- 
suade them that our values are richer 
than an all-corroding obsession with 
wealth, and that our support for 
human rights and democracy is a gen- 
uine expression of our deeply held 
beliefs. 

Breaking down this mutual mistrust 
will be a big task. If is not a job just 
for theologians and specialists. It 
needs clear and determined action 


from our governments and communi- 
ty' leaders, based on mutual respect 
for each other's values, it needs our 
schools to teach the truth about each 
other’s culture. It needs our media to 
tear down stereotypes rather than 
strengthen them. 

Above all. it needs a new dialogue 
between us. Our governments need to 
talk. There are many issues on which 
we need to work together to tackle 
common problems. There is much we 
have to talk about, from drugs and 
global warming to the Middle East 
pence process and terrorism. A young 
life lost to heroin is as tragic in Cairo 
us it is in London. And terrorism is a 
curse on all our societies — a heinous 
crime both in Western law and Islam- 
ic law. 

Thai is why 1 have proposed we 
build a dialogue between the Euro- 
pean Union and the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC). It is an 
idea enthusiastically supported by Dr. 
Kharrazi. foreign minister ol Iran — 
which currently chairs the OIC secre- 
tary-general. Between us. we want to 
build a bond that can help underpin 
the political relationship between the 
West and Islam. 

But dialogue between ministers and 
diplomats can never be enough. If we 
are to build real trust between the 
West and the Muslim World then we 
need to build a dialogue between our 
peoples as well. We need our opinion 


formers to break the circle of mis- 
trust. We need our teachers and 
philosophers, artists and historians to 
sit down with one another and talk. 

In this dialogue the Muslim coni- 
muniiies in the West have a crucial 
role, as u bridge between us. They 
contribute to the countries and soci- 
eties in which they live, while staying 
true to Islamic tradition and heritage. 
It is not always an easy balance to 
strike — avoiding the twin dangers of 
over-assimilation and isolation? But 1 
believe in the U.K. we are getting it 
right, to the benefit of both the Mus- 
lim communities and the rest of 
British society. 

The U.K.'s Muslim communities are 
flourishing. There arc mer 900 
mosques in Britain. Some Islamic 
schools are now getting got eminent 
funding. And well oxer a million 
British Muslims are playing a bigger 
and bigger role in the life of the coun- 
try — from the economy, where hun- 
dreds of thousands of jobs depend on 
their entrepreneurial skills: to 

Britain's professions, where Islam's 
respect for learning is giving them an 
impressive presence: to the high street 
of every town in Britain, where Mus- 
lim cuisine has made a profound 
impression on all our people's lives. 

The Foreign Secretary has tried to 
improve the British Foreign Office's 
own sensitivity to the needs and con- 
cerns of Britain's Muslim communi- 


ties. 1 hold regular meetings with the 
leaders of Britain's Muslim commu- 
nities. We are sponsoring student 
exchanges and conferences designed 
to break down barriers. And we are 
determined to recruit bright young 
British Muslims into the Diplomatic 
Service. By joining, they wiJJ help u> 
ensure that we get our relations with 
the Muslim World right. 

Since the Iasi Ramadan, we have 
made a concerted effort to solve some 
of the long-standing difficulties 
hetween us. We have given relations 
between Iran and Europe a fresh start, 
by finding a way forward over the fat- 
wah on Salman Rushdie. We have 
opened up the possibility of normalis- 
ing relations with Libya, by offering 
the third country trial of the Locker- 
bie suspects thai the OIC itself called 
for. 

But there have been difficult 
moments as well. Just before 
Ramadan we launched air strikes on 
the regime of Saddam Hussein. It w as 
an action we did not want to take. We 
earnestly sought a peaceful outcome. 
We accepted Saddam Hussein's 
promises on numerous occasions, 
each time to have him renege upon 
them. Our case is well-known, and I 
do not want to rehearse it here. 

But one point must be made. Sad- 
dam Hussein has tried to make out 
that this was a case of the West bully- 
ing Islam. He could not be more 


wrong. We acted because of the threat 
his chemical and biological weapons 
posed to the Gulf and the whole Mid- 
dle East. We acted because he has a 
history of aggression against his 
neighbours and of brutal repression 
against his own people. We acted not 
against the Islamic World, but 
because Saddam Hussein is a clear 
threat to that world. 

Saddam Hussein has called for a 
jihad against the West. Jihad is one of 
the few Islamic words with which 
most people in the West are familiar. 
It conjures up the stereotypical image 
of Islam they know, abused by 
unscrupulous dictators and lazy Hol- 
lywood script-writers. 

What they need to know is that there 
is a higher jihad — not a holy war 
against the unbeliever, but a struggle 
inside man to be righteous and just. 
And that’ Ramadan is the time when 
the Holy Koran calls believers to con- 
templation on that struggle. 

The holiest month in the Islamic 
calendar — and the only month men- 
tioned in the Holy Koran — is there- 
fore a good time to think abut ihe rela- 
tionship between Islam and the West, 
and to commit ourselves to doing 
every thing in our power to strengthen 
that relationship. 
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Hidden inheritance 
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By Gail Vines 

IMAGINE aliens from Outer Space announc- 
ing that they had engineered lasting alterations 
into the human race. The changes are going to 
make our children, and our children's children, 
smaller, weaker and easier to control. But 
grassroots resistance is fierce, and soon techni- 
cians are working round the dock to screen 
millions upon millions of human genomes in 
an effort to weed out anyone whose genes 
show signs of alien tinkering. 

A mystery swiftly unfolds. The human genes 
appear to be untouched, yet downsized babies 
are bom in ever-increasing numbers. Then, just 
when it looks like our number’s up. the aliens 
take pity and decide to reveal their biotechnical 
know-how. “There's more to heredity than 
DNA,” an alien boffin begins . . . 


‘Bizarre things are 
workers ij g 0 j n g on we are 

I just beginning to get a 
handle on’ 
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Back in the real world, molecular biologists 
tww sequencing DNA as part of the multimii- 
lion-dollar human genome project will finish 
the job in a few years. Yet masters of the 
genome we won’t be. A spate of mysterious 
observations made by Earthling scientists sug- 
v u,. Mil--. ; gest that those alien boffins are right — that 
■' ! I * lere is a lot more to heredity than DNA. 

; ,fh; j Just as cells inherit genes, they also inherit a 
L (vi rl {x’ nn ^ I set °f instructions that tell the genes when to 
* U ! become active, in which tissue and to what 

extent This much is uncontroversial. Without 
this “epigenetic” instruction manual, multicel- 
lular org anis ms would be impossible. Every 
pell, whether it’s a liver cell or a skin cell, 
inherits exactly the same set of genes, and it is 
the manual, which has different instructions 
K „ .- , far different cell types, that allows the cell to 
^ \ i sf ^ i develop its distinctive identity. 

-U'J j Established theory has it that the instruction 

i'.h Is* | manual is wiped clean during the formation of 
ntrtr M ^ 1 sperm and egg cells, ensuring that all genes are 
■ii p'-- 1 ' .jvm & j dually available, until the embryo starts to 
p.s> ’ k -' 1 1 | develop specific tissues.- But outlandish evi- 

I ‘knee now suggests thar changes in the cpige- 
instruction manual can sometimes be 
%k'U | passed from parent to offspring. These findings 
tave even inspired some biologists to suggest 
faai changes in the manual passed down 
hwough the generations could provide a way 
far populations of animals to quickly adapt to 
*h fi ir environment, creating a fast-track supple- 
me ntto the more sedate Darwinian selection. 

„ Speculation aside, one thing is certain. 
Bizarre thin gs are going on that we are just 
^ginning to get a handle on." says Marcus 
ri-inbrey, a clinical geneticist at the Institute or 
“fold Health in London. Consider rhe pregnant 
"« ..tfi* . i^tch women who starved during ihe famine 
it * tffce Second World War. Not unexpectedly. 
, ,,in had small babies. Far more surprisingly. 

• -- hav *e small babies. 
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babies went on to have — 
j*il> •!? Ven though the post-war generation was well 
■i**', 11 , ! fad and no genes had been tinkered with. 

..n ‘”;U!S j Then there are the perplexing findings in 
>,i ' J and rats. Give just one generation of male 

called aJloxan. which decreases the 
sensitivity to the hormone insulin, and 
Jeir offspring and their offspring’s offspring 
progressively more prone to diabetes. 

J*Pose mice to high doses of morphine and 
JP S e . daj tiage‘to the nervous system 10 

v $ . tr descendants. And one injection of the Lny - 
i,B L - r ° l dhormone thyroxine into a newborn roden 
J .. ...oa Knrh that hor- 


wiany of these observations are 
^ have Jong been relegated to the scrap heap 



of unexplained and inconvenient findings. 
They trouble geneticists, because they seenf to 
fly in the face of classical genetics, even 
smacking of Lamarckian inheritance, the dis- 
credited notion that animals actively acquire 
characteristics and pass them on to their off- 
spring — by Lamarck’s reckoning, body 
builders w-ould beget muscle-bound babies. 

In fact, the way mammals are built should 
stop a parent s environment having any direct 
impact on its offspring’s genes. The sperm and 
eggs are packed away in ovaries and testes 
from very' early in development. While other 
cells become specialised, turning genes on and 
off to create the different tissues of the body, 
these “germ” ceUs rerfiaip qufetfy stqtiesiered. 
shielded from the environment, until called 
upon to pass their still pristine genes on to the 
next generation. 

So it’s not surprising that scientists have tried 
to explain away the disturbing aftermath of the 
Dutch famine and the results of the mice and 
rat experiments with more conventional rea- 
soning. Did the first generation of small babies 
suffer some strange hormonal imbalance 
which, when they reached adulthood, affected 
the growth of their infants in the womb? Or in 
the case of the rodent experiments — w'hich 
passed down the male line, too — were the 
experiments just plain suspect? No firm con- 
clusions were ever reached, but doubts lin- 
gered. 

“It has become difficult for people to think of 
heredity as involving non-genelic material." 
says Steven Rose, a biologist at Britain's Open 
University in Milton Keynes. The research has 
continued, he says, but epigenetic research 
“remains semi-underground. You’re not sup- 
posed to talk about it". That, however, could be 
about to change. Last year. Wolf Reik, a mole- 
cular biologist at the Bubruham Institute out- 
side Cambridge, and his colleagues at the Free 
University in" Berlin, stumbled upon the best 
evidence yet that epigenetic changes can pass 
from one generation of mammals to the next. 

Reik's main interest is in an epigenetic phe- 
nomenon called "imprinting’'. Genes exist in 
pairs, one from the mother, one from the father. 
And whereas most genes in animals such as 
mice and humans behave in exactly the same 
wav regardless of which parent they come 
from, imprinted genes arc different. In some 
cases, an imprinted gene is activated only if it 
is inherited from the father; in oilier cases, only 
if it comes from the mother. No one knowfs 
quite how this process works, but clearly some 
son of "mark” must persist through the gener- 
ations to tell the offspring's cells which genes 
to re-imprint. 

While much about imprinted genes remains a 
mystery, initial studies suggest that they often 
help to’ regulate the growth of the foetus, and 
that they are marked for shutdown by small, 
molecular clusters called methyl groups. The 
methyl groups both block transcription — the 
first step in gene activation — and, by binding 
certain proteins, help to fold the DNA into 
tight, inaccessible coils. Other control mecha- 
nisms, still poorly understood, are also ai 
work. But however they work, the existence of 
imprinted genes demonstrates that, each gener- 
ation. not ail genes are wiped totally clean of 
their epigenetic marks. 

Last year, Reik and his colleagues round 
clues to" rhe identity of genes lhat potentially, at 
least, carry epigenetic information with them 
aS they move from parents to offspring. First, 
the researchers discovered that some genes 
become methylated if you move the nucleus 
from a just-fertilised mouse embryo inio the 
ec o of a mouse of a different strain that had 
had its nucleus removed, and then pul the 
newly manufactured embryo into the womb of 
another mouse and let it develop normally. The 
resulting mouse pups were also noticeably 

smaller. . . . 

By measuring the amount of protein in tne 
livers, brains and hearts of these mice, Reik 
was able to show that two genes had been shut 
down: a gene for a liver protein called major 
urinarv proLein (MUP) and a gene for a protein 
made In the cells lining the nose, called olfac- 


tory murker protein (OMPj. Although the 
DNA sequence of each gene remained 
unchanged, they had been methylated. 

But the real bombshell was yet to come. 
MUP proteins arc usually secreted in mouse 
urine and, along with pheromones , are sig- 
nalling chemicals vital to normal sexual behav- 
iour in mice. OMP. on the other hand, is part of 
the olfactory system lhat allows mice to recog- 
nise pheromones. Not surprisingly, when the 
smaller mice grew up they were slow to mate. 
When they did mate eventually. Reik and his 
colleagues Irmgard Roemer, Wendy Dean and 
Joachim Klose" were amazed to discover that 
not only were the- offspring smaller than usual, 
bui that'ihe MUP. and OMP genes were again' 
■ methylated and switched off. The epigenetic 
changes had passed down from one generation 
to the next. 

Once you accept that epigenetic inheritance 
occurs, it’s far easier to envisage how drugs, 
hormones and starvation could have created 
the bizarre trunsgenerational effects in rodents 
and perhaps even in humans, says Reik: the 
chemicals and the diet may have triggered the 
heritable methylaiion of certain genes. At first, 
however, “we tried very hard to disbelieve our 
results", says Reik. But as they checked and, 
double-checked their data, and studied the lit- 
erature. things just fell into place. 

It turned out that there had been a smattering 
of earlier reports of mice inheriting epigenetic 
changes. Ten years ago. Christine Poureel at 
the Pasteur Institute in Paris discovered that 
when a gene from a virus was inserted into 
mice it became methylated and silenced, and 


‘[The findings] trouble 
geneticists, because 
they... [smack] of 
Lamarckian 
inheritance, the 
discredited notion 
that animals actively 
acquire characteristics 
and pass them on to 
their offspring’ 


that the modification was passed on to the off- 
spring. And in 1990. Azim Surani and his team 
aL the Wellcome Trust and Cancer Research 
Campaign Institute of Cancer and Develop- 
mental Biology in Cambridge found other 
cases of epigenetic inheritance when genes 
were shifted from viruses into mice. Those ear- 
lier transgenic experiments were generally 
deemed too artificial to be of any consequence 
in the natural world. 

Not so Reik’s mice, it seems. “It’s lovely 
work" says Lawrence Hurst, an evolutionary 
geneticist at the University of Bath. Transfer- 
ring a nucleus from one mouse egg to another 
is undoubtedly an unnatural thing to do. but as 
Reik points out. the procedure could mimic 
changes that happen naturally. In of develop- 
ment. the activity of genes is in tremendous 
flux, being turned up and down as methyl 
groups and proteins arc added and removed. 
Similarly, as the nucleus is moved from one 
egg to another in Reik’s experiment, it experi- 
ences differences in temperature and concen- 
trations of various chemicals, all of which 
could permanently change the methylaiion of 
certain genes. 

Curiously, cloned lambs and calves created 
by nuclear transfer — a technique similar to 
die one used to create Reik's undersized mice 


— may be up to tw ice as large as normal. No 
one knows what causes the phenomenon, 
whether genes are "inappropriately’' methylat- 
ed or w hether the oversized offspring, if bred, 
would pass the trait oil. “But our observations 
raise the question of whether or not such 
manipulations could actually have a long-term 
impact by being transmitted to future genera- 
tions." says Reik. 

And if physical manipulations of embryos is 
all it lakes to trigger inappropriate methylaiion 
of some genes, then that may be a good reason 
to worry about what happens to human sperm, 
eggs and embryos during high-tech fertility 
treatments. All three are routinely squirted 
through pipettes-, sw irled around in lab dishes, 
or frozen during procedures such as in vSrnr 
fertilisation or genetic testing of embryos. 
What's more, there have been some reports — 
albeit controversial — that babies bom follow- 
ing IVF are smaller than normal. 

Reik's mice also highlight another potential- 
ly worrying issue. Hurst, and developmental 
biologists such as Martin Johnson of the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, argue that in an effort to 
sell the genome sequencing projects to the 
public and the funding agencies, molecular 
biologists have created the misleading impres- 
sion that genes alone run the show. The con- 
stant emphasis on the power of genes, he says, 
has created "a 20th-century form of fatalistic 
predestination”, in which people believe they 
are the product of their genes, nothing more, 
nothing less. Even geneticists, he sa\s. have 
lost sight of the huge range of environmental 
factors lhat can change a gene's activity, rang- 
ing from an adult’s diet to certain high-tech 
fertility treatments. For those reasons, some 
geneticists are calling for a new definition of 
the gene, based on not only its DNA sequence, 
but also its epigenetic instruction manual — 
the degree of methylaiion. for example. But 
can epigenetic alterations, heritable or other- 
wise. really be worth the fuss? Yes. according 
to Eva Jablonka. an evolutionary biologist at 
Tel-Aviv University. In her book" with Marion 
Lamb. Epigenetic Inheritance and Evolution. 
The Lamarckian Dimension, she points out 
that the idea that the effect of the environment 
on one generation s epigenetic instruction 
manual can be passed to the next is old hat to 
students of simpler organisms like bacteria, 
yeast, plants, and even fruit flics. For example, 
in yeast, the epigenetic silencing of one of two 
genes produces changes in sex lhat are inherit- 
ed. And just a few- months ago. Renato Paro oi 
the Centre for Molecular Biology in Heidel- 
berg. Germany, reported a striking example of 
epigenetic inheritance in laboratory fruit flies. 
The activity — but not the sequence — of a 
key gene was changed in embryo*, that went 
through a brief heat shock, activating another 
gene that caused the flies to have red eyes, a 
trait they passed on to their offspring. 

Jablonka theorises that epigenetic inheri- 
tance in lower organisms at the very least play 
a key role in evolution by providing an addi- 
tional source of variation on which selective 
pressures can act. Although epigenetic changes 
may be as random as mutations in the DNA 
sequence, they could also be adaptive, trig- 
gered by environmental changes to enable sim- 
ple organisms to respond quickly to a fluctuat- 
ing. environment. For example, if one source of 
bacterial food is in short supply, heritable epi- 
genetic modifications could help populations 
of bacteria to switch to another food source. 
Jablonka also points out that epigenetic inheri- 
tance is not at odds with classic inheritance via 
the genes. Instead, it would be a complemen- 
tary "inheritance system, with Darwin's natural 
selection acting on both the modified gene and 
on the genes that control epigenetic modifica- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, Pembrey, provocatively calling 
himself a “neo-Lamarckian”. is prepared to 
stick his neck out even further, and suggest an 
adaptive role for epigenetic inheritance in 
higher organisms such as humans. He specu- 
lates that the inheritance of epigenetic factors 
which control a few select genes may have 
enabled human populations to regulate the 
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their genes, nothing 
more, nothing less’ 


growth of individuals according io food avail- 
ability. Food shortages could generate physio- 
logical responses in adults, say. a change in 
hormone levels, that influence the activity of 
key grow th genes. This could then be passed 
on to their offspring by varying the genes' 
methylaiion. 

In the short term, such an adaptive mecha- 
nism could, for example, ensure that the baby 's 
head is not too big for the mother's birth canal. 
In the longer term, if the offspring also passed 
those epigenetic changes on to their offspring, 
it would resuk in generations of progressively 
smaller people, until a period of plenty created 
the epigenetic changes that reversed the trend. 
The two generations of small babies that fol- 
lowed the Dutch famine could be explained by 
just such epigenetic adaptation, says Pembrey. 
Perhaps, he says, the giants uf Patagonia (liter- 
ally “the place of big7eefl reported by Ferdi- 
nand Magellan in the 1 oth century and count- 
less later European travellers, really did exist. 

“What we can see now is the tip of the ice- 
berg." says Marilyn Monk, a molecular embn - 
ologisi and geneticist and a colleague of Pem- 
brey 's at the Institute of Child Health in Lon- 
don. She predicts that many more examples of 
epigenetic inheritance in mammals will come 
to light once geneticists develop ways io mon- 
itor methylaiion across the entire genome dur- 
ing an embryo's development. What's more, 
she says, the much-cherished notion that 
sperm and egg genes are totally sheltered in the 
ovaries and testes starts to look shaky when 
you examine it more closely: in humans, ihe 
primordial cells that generate eggs and sperm 
are busy dividing up until the f 5th week of 
development. 

Not everyone is prepared to take such radical 
positions us those of Lamb and Pembury. John 
Maynard Smith, an evolutionary biologist ai 
the University of Sussex, remains sceptical. He 
points out that even if epigenetic modifications 
occur naturally in mammals and are passed 
down the generations, there is su'll no reason to 
suspect that they are any more ‘adaptive’’ than 
random gene mutations that are passed on to 
offspring. Reik. too, cautions against overin- 
terpreting his results. "Whether anv_ such 
epimutations have any adaptive significance 
remains to be established," he says. No one has 
yet shown that inherited epigenetic changes 
occur naturally in mammals, and even il they 
did they may still be rare, random and incon- 
sequential events — even downright danger- 

ous. , 

Whatever the final verdict on the significance 
of epigenetic changes, one thing is already 
clear, says Hurst: "Epigenetics matters." As the 
human genome project rushes to completion, 
the really interesting insights are going to 
come not from the sequences, he predicts, but 
“from working out how genes are controlled". 

— /Vtnr Scientist 
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Saudi budget readies for lean time ahead 


DUBAI (R) — Analysts 
say the Saudi government 
has produced a credible 
1999 budget forecast and. 
despite the unpredictability 
of oil prices, the kingdom's 
economy looks capable of 
weathering any storms 
ahead. 

But commentators added 
that economic diversifica- 
tion and fostering a grow- 
ing private sector would 
prove more vital than ever 
to the Arab Gulf state in 
cushioning its economy 
against any further declines 
in global oil prices. 

Economists estimated the 
1999 budget had been cal- 
culated on an oil price of 
S9-S10 a barrel for Brent. 
Riyadh does not usually say 
what price it uses as a basis 
for its budget, 

“Its a credible budget, the 
figures are credible and 
obviously it focuses on cut- 
ting spending rather than 
increasing revenues." a 
Saudi-based Western diplo- 
matic source told Reuters. 

Three weeks ago Saudi 


Arabia, the world’s largest 


011 producer and exporter, 
issued an austerity budget 
for 1999 that slashed 
spending by 15.8 per cent 
to 165 billion riyals {$44 
billion) in an attempt to 
ease the burden of low oil 
prices. 

It also forecast a 144 per 
cent rise in the fiscal deficit 
to 44 billion riyals on rev- 
enue of 121 billion riyals. a 
32 per cent drop from 
1998's projected 178 bil- 
lion riyals. 

lire actual budget deficit 
for 1998 was reported to 
have soared to 46 billion 
riyals from the 18 billion 
forecast, due to the impact 
of the lowest oil prices in 

12 years. 

The country relies on oil 
for some 70 per cent of rev- 
enues. 

But the diplomatic source 
said the fact that the econo- 
my had managed to cope 
with slumping oil prices 
relatively well so far 
shpwed it had some 
resilience. 

“I think its a good sign 
that we have had 12 months 


of falling oil prices and 
there has not been a major 
impact yet on the Saudi 
economy,” he said. 

Bankers and analysts also 
said Saudi Arabia was like- 
ly to be able to finance its 
budget deficit internally 
without having to resort to 
foreign borrowing. 

"The size of the deficit is 
no surprise and we agree 
with the government analy- 
sis that they believe they 
will be able to finance that 
internally within tbe king- 
dom.” said a senior execu- 
tive at a Riyadh-based bank 
who declined to be named. 

The budget announce- 
ment also attempted to 
soothe public concerns over 
spending cuts. 

King Fahd said spending 
would only be cut slightly 
on social security, social 
aid. health and education 
and that the budget allowed 
for completing projects that 
were already under way. 

Economists have said the 
government is running out 
of easy ways to cut spend- 
ing and was bracing for 


painful new reforms. 

They added it had little 
room to manoeuvre as state 
wages make up a big chunk 
of the budget. 

The king also stressed the 
important role the private 
sector should play in less- 
ening dependence on gov- 
ernment spending. 

This attempt at diversify- 
ing the economy away from 
oil and reliance on the gov- 
ernment would play a key 
role in determining the 
resilience of the Saudi 
economy for the longterm, 
commentators said. 

‘There are positive indi- 
cations the government is 
taking action in such areas 
as privatising certain parts 
of the economy that are 
presently in public bands.” 
the bank executive said 

“Also, the growing vigour 
and strength of the private 
sector bodes well for the 
economy in the longterm," 
he added. 

But he indicated that in 
the short term much still 
depended on how oil prices 
fared over the next nine 


months or so. 

The diplomatic source 
said there was now a trend 
within the private sector of 
moving away from reliance 
on government contracts. 

“Exactiy how far that 
trend has gone is impossi- 
ble to specify, but a lot- of 
businessmen are saying 
they are not that bothered 
about major budget -cuts 
because a lot of their busi- 
ness is not government- 
related” he added. 

Beshr Bakheet of Bakbeet 
Financial Advisors said the 
region's financial markets 
also had an important role 
to play in reducing oil 
dependency and drawing 
private wealth back into the 
region. 

“These markets will act as 
a cushion for tbe volatile oil 
prices, by pumping private 
wealth that was accumulat- 
ed since the start of the oil 
boom into the local finan- 
cial system, thus minimis- 
ing the large swings of oil 
prices that determine gov- 
ernment revenues,” he said 
in a report. 


U.S. 1998 inflation at 12-year low 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
consumer prices barel 

rose in December, causing 
the government’s main infla- 
tion gauge to end 1998 with 
its smallest annual rise in 1 2 
years, the 1 Labour Depart- 
ment has said. 

The Consumer Price Index 
f CPI) rose by 0. I per cent 
last month after a 0.2 per 
cent rise in the prior month. 
That brought the increase for 
the year to just 1.6 per cent 
— the weakest since a 1.1 
per cent rise in 1986 when 
the CPI was held down by 
plummeting energy prices. ’ 

The numbers continue to 
tell the same theme: Solid 
growth with low inflation,” 
said Charles Reinhard fixed 
income strategist ai ABN 
Amro Inc. 

December saw a pickup in 
the closely watched core 
CPI. which excludes volatile 
food and energy costs, but 
that was mainly the result of 
a spike in tobacco costs. 


Tf tobacco prices had been 
unchanged the core would 
have been up only one tenth 
(of a percentage point) and 
the 'all items' would have 
,been unchanged.” said 
Patrick Jackman, an econo- 
mist at the Bureau of Labour 
Statistics. 

The core CPI rose by 0.3 
per cent last month after a 
0.2 per cent increase in 
November. 

The rise in tobacco prices 
was widely expected after 
announcements by tobacco 
companies, and economists 
have tended to view it as an 
isolated phenomenon that is 
not reflective of economic 
trends. 

Jackman told Reuters Tele- 
vision that more, tobacco 
price increases were immi- 
nent as recent discounting by 
manufacturers ended and as 
California, the biggest state 
in the United States, imple- 
mented a tobacco tax rise in 
January. 


“So there will still be some 
increases in tobacco prices 
down the road” be- said. 

The latest inflation figures 
were more benign than most 
economists had projected 
and the release of the data 
helped to bolster U.S. bond 
prices. Economists in a 
Reuters survey had project- 
ed a 0.2 per cent rise in the 
CPI in December and a 0.4 
per cent increase in the core 
index. Energy costs tumbled 
1.4 per cent in December, 
posting an 8.8 per cent 
decrease for all of 1998. 
Tobacco prices were up 18.3 
per cent last month, ending 


the year 3 1 .S per cent higher. 
In the latest month, food 


In the latest month, food 
costs were flat, while hous- 
ing prices edged up 0.1 per 
cent 

Energy costs have been a 
key factor holding down 
prices over the past year. 
Economic woes in Asia and 


many emerging economies 
have depressed demand for 


oil and other commodities, 
sending costs for gasoline 
and heating oil sharply 
lower. 

But unlike in 1986. strong 
downward pressure on infla- 
tion has been evident in a 
broad array of economic sec- 
tors as producers of goods 
such as clothing and elec- 
tronics have had to slash 
prices amid weak demand in 
the sluggish global econo- 
my, meaning plenty of bar- 
gains for U.S. consumers. 

In a separate report, the 
Labour Department said 
new claims for unemploy- 
ment benefits fell slightly 
last week but the decline was 
not as steep as economists 
had expected. 

Initial claims for unem- 
ployment insurance totalled 

352.000 in tbe week ended 
Jan. 9, down from a revised 

356.000 in the prior week. 
Economists had expected 
jobless claims to fall to 
333,000. 


Russia 
cashes in 
on rouble 
fall with 5% 
export tax 


Menem proposes dollar for Americas 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
President Carlos Menem said 
this week he had directed his 
economy minister to study the 
possibility of adopting the 
U.S. dollar as die common 
currency throughout the 
Americas. 

Menem said he told Econo- 
my Minister Roque Fernandez 
to analyse whether tbe dollar 
could be adopted by South 
America’s Mercosur trade 


bloc and later throughout a 
future Free Trade Area for the 
Americas (FTAA). 

A leading member of 
Argentina's centre-left oppo- 
sition alliance, GracieJa Fer- 
nandez Meijide. ridiculed 
Menem's proposal and said 
Mercosur was years behind 
the European Union, most of 
whose members recently 
adopted die euro as a collec- 
tive currency. 


“He is forgetting the work 
over years that Europe carried 
out to reduce the differences 
between its countries," she 
said. 

Mercosur linked Argentina 
and Brazil in a customs union 
along with Uruguay and 
Paraguay. Chile and Bolivia 
were associate members. 
Leaders from throughout the 
Americas have held early 
talks to establish the FTAA 


from Alaska to Tierra del 
Fuego by 2005. 

The economy minister told 
reporters that Argentine offi- 
cials would meet with repre- 
sentatives of the U.S. Treasury 
to discuss a future Americas 
wide role for the dollar. 

But Fernandez added: “You 
shouldn't get too excited 
about this measure because 
we are talking about a project 
for the long-term. 


MOSCOW (AFP)— Rus- 
sia has slapped a five per 
cent windfall tax on a range 
of gas, coal and mineral 
exports in a move to boost 
empty government coffers 
with extra revenues 
exporters have earned from 
the rouble’s collapse. 

A government decree 
imposes the levy od coaL 
natural gas. copper and 
nickel exports, the Interfax 
news agency reported. 

Exports to other members 
of the 12-meraber Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
Stares are not affected by 
the new tariff, the agency 
reported. 

Overseas clients purchase 
Russia’s vast mineral 
wealth in foreign currency, 
a boon which has ironically 
left exporters rouble-rich 
as the Russian unit crashed 
70 per cent against the dol- 
lar last year following an 
August financial crisis. 

The new levy will cream 
off some of those addition- 
al roubles and feed them 
into government accounts 
and help ease a state cash 
crisis which lay at the root 
of the August financial cri- 
sis. 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 18, 1999 


European, Asian ministers see 
signs of Asian growth recovery 


FRANKFURT (R) — 
Jolted by the financial 
crisis engulfing Brazil, 
Asian and European 
finance ministers from 
25 countries ended a two- 
day meeting on a note of 
guarded optimism, agree- 
ing that there were signs 
of an 

economic rebound in 
Asia nearly two years 
after cascading devalua- 
tions triggered a slump in 
output across the region. 

Tn the view of the min- 
isters some signs of 
recovery are expected in 
the current year, and in 
the medium term the 
efforts undertaken by the 
Asian countries will lay. 
the foundations for 
reg ainin g steady growth,” 
a closing statement said. 

But the head of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), Michel 
Camdessus, expressed 
concern that Japan, the 
world's second largest 
economy, had still not 
done enough to be sure of 
pulling quickly out of its 
deepest recession in half 
a century. 

“Recent policy actions 
and developments are 
welcome but may not be 
sufficient to turn the 
economy around before 
next year,” Camdessus 
said. 

Japanese Finance Min- 
ister Kiichi Mivazawa, 
who agreed that Japan 
was still an exception to 
the brightening regional 
trend, said the Asian cri- 
sis had shown how hard it 
was for governments to 
defend fixed exchange 
rates against tbe dollar 
when faced by a sudden 
exodus of hot money. 

Mivazawa, who is push- 


ing for a new global cur- 
rency order that would 
preserve an important 
role for the yen, suggest- 
ed Asian countries should 
reduce their fixation on 
the dollar — still the 
world's undisputed 
reserve currency but like- 
ly to be challenged in 
time by the Eropean 
Union’s new single cur- 
rency. the euro. 

“Instead of pegging 
only to the dollar they 
could use a basket of cur- 
rencies which might 
include the euro,” he said. 

Asia has been inspired 
in its search for greater 
regional currency stabili- 
ty by the successful 
launch by 11 European 
Union (ELI) countries of 
the single currency, the 
euro, od Jan. 1. 


Tokyo in particular is 
vorried that the advent of 


worried that the advent of 
the single currency will 
reduce Japan's political 
and financial clout in the 
world and would like the 
yen to be at the hub of 
any new regional system. 

Japan has won political 
backing for its goals from 
France and Germany, 
whose finance minister, 
Oskar Lafontaine, 

renewed his call on Satur- 
day for “flexible stabili- 
ty” on exchange rates. 
““We all agree that we 
need to make big efforts 
to arrive at more stable 
exchange rates. We need 
flexible stability to avoid 
the misdevelopmenis of 
recent years,” Lafontaine 
said.' 

The communique was 
equally oblique, saying 
merely that ministers had 
held an “extensive dis- 
cussion on the economic 
conditions surrounding 


the choice of exchange 

rate regimes.” 

The lack of detail 
apparently reflected deep 
misgivings in some coun- 
tries, among central 
bankers in particular, 
about the viability of any 
formal arrangements to 
tame currencies. 

“In a world charac- 
terised by highly integrat- 
ed and sophisticated 
international financial 
markets, there is serious 
doubt whether target 
zones for exchange rates 
are feasible.” Wim 
Duisenberg, president of 
the European Central 
Bank, told the meeting. 

Even some Asian par- 
ticipants in the Frankfurt 
talks were cautious about 
the Miyazawa initiative, 
let alone grander ambi- 
tions to replicate 
Europe’s single currency. 

‘To say mat there 'is 
agreement on this 
(Miyazawa plan) at this 
time is premature,” 
-Malaysia’s second 
finance minister, Mustapa 
Mohammad, said. 

“We are not Europe, 
with convergence of poli- 
cies, monetary and fiscal. 
Our problems are differ-’ 
ent, our history is differ- 
ent, it is a totally different 
kind of situation,” .he 
stressed. 

“These have been 
undoubtedly troubled 
times for the global econ- 
omy. What started off in 
Asia and then moved, to 
Russia has now hit Latin.. 
America, and its impor-' 
taut for us to know that 
all world authorities 
remain vigilant.” British 
Finance Minister Gordon 
Brown told the BBC. 


Nigeria invites investors to strike gold 


LAGOS (AFP) — Nige- 
ria is seeking foreign 
investment to expand its 
under-developed gold 
mining sector in a move 
it hopes will decrease the 
counuy'5 dependence on 
oil, a government offi- 
cial told AFP. 

Gold has been discov- 
ered in the past three 
years in “commercially 
mineable quantities” in 
10 of Nigeria's 36 states, 
and the government 
wants to attract foreign 


liberalised legislation. 
We have reorganised our 
paras tatals and now we 
are seeking greater pri- 
vate secror and greater 
foreign participation,” he 
said. 

The Nigerian gold belt 
stretches from the south- 


west up through the cen- 
tre of the country to 


companies to exploit the 
resources, said fro Qko- 


roafor, chief spokesman 
for the Solid Minerals 
Ministry. 

“We have created an 
enabling environment. 


Zamfara in the north. 

Previously, exploita- 
tion of gold resources 
has been limited to 
small-scale operations 
searching for surface 
gold. 

But now mineable gold 
has been found in Edo, 
Kaduna, Kebbi, Kogi, 
Kwara, Niger, Osun, 
Ondo. Oyo and Zamfara 


states, Okoroafor said, 
adding that the exact 
quantities of deposits 
were “very difficult to 
assess.” 

Oil-rich Nigeria has 
never previously sought 
to exploit its large solid 
mineral deposits, which 
are said to include gold, 
copper and other metals, 
among others. 

But since last year, the 
world oil price has 
crashed from a high of 
$22 a barrel to a low of 
around $10. 

“We hope that if more 
companies come in to 
exploit gold, it will 
reduce our dependence 
on oil.” Okoroafor said. 
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ACROSS 
1 Moist 
5 San Diego 
ballplayer 

10 Engrave 

14 Frankenstein's 
assistant 

15 Chillier 

16 Hold sway 

17 Indian garb 

18 Voyeur 

20 Unprincipled 
fellows 

22 Fast-food 
orders 

23 Dinner course 

24 En (in one 

group) 

25 Casual top 

27 Lathers 

32 Facility 

35 Tarzan Ron 

36 Dishevel 

37 Sternutations 

39 Michigan dty 

40 Remained 

41 Utter dropper 

42 Mr. Ed's dinner 

43 City on the 
Ruhr 

44 Prune 

46 Yellowish white 

48 Academy 
Award 

52 Senior citizens 

56 Process for 
sorting the 
injured 

57 Transparent 

59 Crisscross 
framework 

60 Tibetan monk 

61 Shoot from 
cover 

62 Kept back 

63 Chief Norse 
god 

64 Jackson's 
Secretary of 

war 

65 Three-spot 
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DOWN 

1 Marrow blades 

2 Guam capital 

3 Upright 

4„Snoop-for-hlra 

5 Dice marks 

6 Dead-eye 

7 Of food Intake 


8 Meal 

9 Estrada and 
Satie 

10 Therefore: Latin 

11 Ballerina's 
skirt 

12 Blood formation 

13 Skirt edges 

19 "Schindler's 

.List* star 

21 Harris and 
Wynn 

24 Wire 

measurement 

units 

26 Pay attention to 

28 1998 Clooney 
film 

29 Continent 

30 Map of lots 

31 Brief times 

32 Being: Latin 

33 Picnic pests 

34 Red and 
Bering 

36 Fast-food 
option 

38 Peak 

39 Sympathy 

41 Chase 


□HOD 0EBD0 H0EJ0 

bhoh oranoa oqqo 

HQQQ □□□QnnQnon 

nan aaan hqgihhs 

0E3EH30 □□□□ 
QHQQ0Q □HnQHCHTQ 
QHO0 □Q0D0 BE EUD 
□mm DBO 0013 
eidbb mmmmm anmn 
□BQQCiEBE nniamaB 

Id El HQ □□□□□ 
DCHHDQB nnma qqq 
BQQD mmmnmQ nmnn 
UQHH □□□DEI □□□□ 
HDOa BGH3EB EJnOB 


(OIQH ram UMtStMH.be 
MaghuiMtnmi 


44 Eclipse 
revelation 

45 In favor 
47 Poem 

49 Concerned 


50 Nimble 

51 "I Am Woman* 
singer 



52 Capital of 
Norway 

53 Star part 

54 Moore of -G.l. 
Jane* 

55 Musial or Getz 

56 Next 

58 U.S. publishing 

grp- 


Now arrange the drdetf jette»p> 
form the surprise answer, ass® 
gested by the above carte** 1 ; ~~ 




.v V 


^srsnsky: 'A 
H’SSl S real 


monev 


•e decisive, 

‘cctuaj chai 


1 to 
lJ k to Firs! 


■ 0u can’t 


raarv iq 


. (Answers^ 10 

yesterday’s Jumbles; SUAVE MAJOR HARDLY ... 

Answer. Wnai the department store clerics looked*^ 
— ... ward to — A JANUARY SAIL 


• * l you're 


















! °f e»-L 
is/’ 

* Of , 

1 ,n ‘-ont 
none " c ^ 
in \.^ t 

Vi3bi&* 

■ntie^ 11 
’ Ar, rtd .'h 
hi S | 'l.'in^ 

n/*< 
there is '> 
'hethcr > 

e «W2; 

*i hie.' ' > 

U*t ;: 

V mc Aiian 

“ "* F*£ 

e 1 “ autlfJ U'> db. t 
uaUa 'nhiatij 

•' grander ^ 

10 , repi Kft 

l > ihtn> 
nl "n ^ 
Plan i ai ih 
,s premaiur/ 

4 5 '*(*; 
■nmwer. Mum* 

Had. said. 

Jre n-n Eojiif- 

i'eracnceufp.i 
•neian* and ii£ 
’Hems are dift, 
hi*>lor\ is dtfib 
J Mailt difieit 
l siluaiK4i.~ s . 

r hast fe 
icdh inn# 
•r the sli.ihj] « 
•'hji iianed on: 
id then mt.nd 
now hu \z 
•a. and U: imp?- 
r u> «.o know 1 
.>t!J aulte 
ugilani.'' Bnb 
c Nlmidci Oil* 
■! a the BBC 


ike go! 


Okcpuior £ 
j: mai the * 
ui£' >*r 
-\ tf n ditlK'uli ( 

rich Viiem i* 
prc.i'JU'l} 

r>!.;-ii n? bwfl 
rji jep'” 11 - 
io 'niluife? - - 
I r _ ;ni j odw 
is-.'ihep 
\mce l*>*; 
i oil P n; ' f - 
i;o n""> 1 ‘,t 

Hjrrel to 1 ’* 

i \| 0. 

ihiiH* 


no 

V h>''p e 


r:f-: 

1 J t ir 



10 ® at 
WO til"? 
n0 tn>ng- 

. .L‘/ 

r-"’~ ’ -i;*“ 


:.-V 






V C , •■ 

v j 



Business & Finance 


Beat 


^ reran' of raws from the Ar abic Press 

Trade balance deficit narrows 
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** ACCORDING TO sources at ihe 
Department of Statistics. national 
Jordanian exports dropped by three per 
cent during the first eleven months of last 
year. This decline was accompanied also 
by an 8.5 per cent drop in the value of reex- 
ports and a fall in value of imports by 6.5 
percent 

A report issued by the department lust 
week showed the volume of exports at 
JD942.2 million during the first eleven 
months of 1998 compared 10 JD970.9 mil- 
lion doting the same period of 1997. 
Reexports were down from 214.0 million 
in 1997 to JD 1 95.9 million during the peri- 
od covered. Imports totalled JD2.424.9 
million during the eleven months of 1998 
compared to a JD2.593.3 million in 1997. 

Based on the aforementioned data, the 
Januaxy-November trade balance for 1 998 


recorded a JD 1,286.8 million deficit com- 
pared to a JD 1,408.4 million deficit for 
1997. In other words, the trade balance 
deficit narrowed by 8.6 per cent Iasi year. 

The department latest records for 
November 1998 indicated that the deficit 
in the trade balance narrowed by 45.6 per 
cent as the deficit amounted to JDS0.4 mil- 
lion compared to JD 147.8 million during 
November 1997. The .statistics revealed 
that exports increased by 12.4 per cent as 
they reached JD89.6 million during 
November 1998 compared to JD79.7 mil- 
lion during i he same month of 1 997. 

Reexports and imports dropped during 
November 1998 by 14.6 per cent and 24.4 
per cent respectively as they totalled 
JDIS.2 million IJD21.3 million in 1997) 
and JD 188.2 million (JD248.8 million in 
1997). 


Sharansky: ‘A free trade agreement between Jordan and 
Israel will greatly help to develop the Jordanian economy ’ 


** NATAN SHARANSKY. Israel's minister 
of industry and trade" is undoubtedly sure 
"that implementing a free trade agreement is 
the best way to increase the volume of trade 
exchange between Jordan and Israel. He dis- 
missed that such an agreement would result in 
flooding the Jordanian market with Israeli 
goods and in destroying the Jordanian econo- 
my. 

“The opposite is true," he stressed in an 
interview with the AJam Al Tijarat magazine 
this month/' Such fears emerged among 
Israeli industrialists when a free trade agree- 
ment was signed between Israel and the 
European Common Market in 1975 and then 
with the United States in 19S5 and what hap- 
pened was just the opposite/' 

“Not oniy damages did not occur but the 


Israeli industry moved a step forward and was 
able to compete in these markets.” lw said not- 
ing that Israeli exports to the U.S. and 
European markets rose sharply. 
“Undoubtedly a free trade agreement between 
Jordan and Israel will greatly help to develop 
the Jordanian economy.” he emphasised. 

Asked how can a free trade agreement be 
implemented before resolving trade barriers 
and transport impediments at crossing points. 
Sharansky said Israel is doing much to 
remove barriers impeding trade between the 
two countries. “Lately. I ordered that there 
should be no need ro obtain an import licence 
for buying goods and products from Jordan. 
Furthermore now it is possible to transport 
goods between Jordan and Israel on a door-to- 
door basis/' he said (J.T.t. 
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By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 1 9) You may have tough author- 
ity figures to deal with, but most of the hassle is over. That's 
a good reason to celebrate with friends over lunch or an early 
dinner. -A- relationship with a rather unusual person could 
develop into something more. The main thing the two of you 
: have in common is your insatiable curiosity. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) The moon is in Aquarius, 
giving you a taste of things to come. The sun will be in 
Aquarius soon, and you'll have to settle down to business. 
Practice by figuring out what your next career move ought to 
be. If you don't have a career, this is an excellent day to do 
the planning. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The moon's in Aquarius 
today, and the sun will be going there on Wednesday. 
■Aquarius is in your solar ninth house of travel and higher 
education. It strengthens and encourages your natural abili- 
ties. This coming phase will be perfect for launching either a 
voyage or jumping into another scholastic adventure. 
CANCER: (June 22 io July 22) The moon’s in Aquarius, in 
your solar eighth house of finances, specifically money you 
share with other people. The sun’s going into Aquarius on 
Wednesday, then you'll really have to get into gear. This is an 
excellent time of year to make lots of money and stash it 
away wisely. Get ready to do that, by catching up on your 
reading. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You might as well decide first 
thing this morning to go along with whatever your partner 
says. If you pul resist, you could be ground into mincemeat. 
Your partner, business or romantic, has the advantage right 
now. Learn to enjoy following and you 11 be a better person 
for it Its also the most comfortable way to get through this 
day. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) You're going to have 
a lot more work- possibly due to an increase in responsibili- 
ty. Might as well get used to it. These conditions will get even 
more intense in the coming weeks, as the moon transits 
through Aquarius in your sixth house of work. Aquarius rep- 
resents technical details and scientific inquiry, so it ought to 
be interesting. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) You’ve run into one 
upsetting situation after another in the last few weeks, but you 
knew that love would find a way. And it looks like love is cir- 
cling in on the solution to the original problem and any oth- 
ers that have come up since then. Even the nervous tension 
you've had recentlv is starting to fade. The worst is oyer. 
SCORPIO*. (October 24 to November 21 ) You’re sail in a 
good fame of mind to leam. and listen. This will come in 
handy., since the conversation seems to be complicated, ana 
very intense. You don't agree with everything, but at least 
you're hearing what they have to say. and probably hgunng 

out what vou're going to say nexL , ,, 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December -1 1 Did you 
blow that Sagittarius is the sign of higher educauon. religion 
and philosophy? Right now. as the moon goes through 
Aquarius, you ’have even greater wisdom. Aquarius is your 
solar third house of education, and its also a scholarly sign. 
The combination of the two signs is awesome, especially 

^y- Make the most of it. f , 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) You may feel 
like your energy is waning, but its not an altogether unpleas- 
ant sensation. Its as if. in the cosmic scheme o g*. 3 > ^ 

your act together, and you're ready to take it on the ro 
•tod make some money with it. So. you might as 

AQffluS: (January' 20 to February 18 ) An 
‘JtoMgw, more decisive, even a little better loo ' s ■ 

*ike the intellectual that you truly are the person w h, s om 

to figure out howto savethe world. Yes . ls a massive job. Nu 

you can handle it FfaL take care of that hide rtJjW 
undone. If you can't remember whar u '$« ny 

Joniebody will remind you. , . 

^CES: (February 19 to March 20) You ve !*f" 1 
"■"w* for theta few weeks and ]W » J 
down by now The next phase will be more introspect -e. 
VouTl&Z^houTm a 
Patterns and thought processes- There s a po 
that, anyway, if you'n? up for it, and today is a grea > 
stan. 


Birthstone of January: Garnet ■ Q 1131 * 2 
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BMB profit 
slides 19% 

MANAMA I AFP) — Bahrain 
Middle East Bank's (BMB t prof- 
it fell 19 per cent in 1998 mainly 
as a result of a disastrous trading 
year on the Kuwait stock 
exchange, ns chairman has said. 
The offshore bank recorded a net 
profit of $15.1 million, down 
from $18.7 million in 1997. 
Abdul Rahman Salem AI Ateeqi 
said. The bank is now discontinu- 
ing trading activity on the Kuwaiti 
bourse, a process that will take 
several months to complete and 
result in some 1 0 J million dollars 
worth of losses, he said. 


Asian equity issues seen topping $60b in ’99 


HONGKONG lAFP) — 
Asian equity issues in 1999 
could top $60 billion as 
businesses go on a capital- 
raising spree to reduce mas- 
sive debt ratios and govern- 
ments dispose of assets, said 
a report received here this 
week. 

The report by S.G. 
Securities Research Ltd., an 
arm of the French bank 
Socieie Generate, said cash 
calls were “the most impor- 
tant" theme of 1999 as the 
region attempts to emerge 
from a biting recession. 

’The Asian crisis is pri- 
marily a private sector prob- 
lem which created huge 
losses dial worsened the 
already problematic gearing 
ratios of most corporations 
in Asia," S.G. Securities 
said. 

"These corporations' busi- 
nesses cannot return to nor- 


mal until they undergo the 
recapitalisation process. 
This inevitably means mas- 
sive capital-raising exercis- 
es throughout T999," it 
added. 

“After adding the likely 
privatisation exercises of the 
deficit-running regional 
governments, we expect 
equity issues worth more 
than $60 billion throughout 
Asia in 1999," ^S.G. 
Securities indicated. 

Die last two weeks of 
December saw an array of 
cash call announcements 
that S.G. Securities said was 
“a taste of things to come." 

The South Korean govern- 
ment raised S3O0 million by 
selling a 5. 1 per cent stake 
in the giant Pohang Iron and 
Steel Co., and announced 
the listing of S.K. 
Telecommunications Lid- 
privatisation of which could 


raise SI billion this year. 

The top five South’ Korean 
conglomerates agreed to 
raise S15 billion through 
rights issues in ly99. 

Bunk International 

Indonesia will raise SS00 
million to one billion dol- 
lars in a right* issue in earls 
J99y. 

Die Philippine National 
Bank announced an issue of 
more than $100 million 
worth of preference shares. 

Thai Airways selected 
lead advisor; to sell 335 
million shares. 

The Petroleum Authority 
of Thailand expects to raise 
up to $S5t> million front the 
float of 20 per cent of its 
shares in mid- 1 999. 

Debt-equity levels of 
companies in the region are 
dangerously high, aiid the> 
need fresh capital to reduce 
leverage. S.G. Securities 


said, citing Singapore and 
Hong Kong entities as 
exceptions. 

"Many of these companies 
face a credit crunch as they 
lack capital to get slightly 
easier terms on maturing 
debt or to ask for more 
working capital loans." it 
said. 

S.G. Securities estimated 
that South Korea would see 
at least $25 billion worth of 
new shares issued in 1999. 
pulling the total amount 
required in recapitalisation 
over the next 12 to 18 
months ar more than $100 
billion. 

Equity issues in Thailand 
were estimated at $15 bil- 
lion. Indonesia four to five 
billion dollars and Malaysia 
$6.5 billion. 

Companies in Singapore. 
Hong Kong and the 
Philippines are generally 


well -capitalised, but "ihcre 
have been some losers and 
they will tap the market for 
capital." the report said. 

“There should be new 
issues totalling five to seven 
billion dollars from these 
markets in 1999." it added. 

S.G Securities warned 
that the capital-raising exer- 
cises. offering investors an 
opportunity to raise their 
Asian exposure without 
buying expensive stocks, 
could soak up liquidity and 
hit stock markets, which 
have been rising in recent 
months as interest rates 
head lower. 

"The competition from 
new shares should strongly 
dip the upside in the sec- 
ondary market, particularly 
w hen not supported by fun- 
damentals,” it said. 


Swedish government sold 
PharmaciaUpjohn stake 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — The 
Swedish government said thus 
week that it had profiled from a 
large increase in share value of 
the Swedish-V.S. drugmaker 
PhiirmaciuUpjuhn and sold 
mewt of its seven per cent stake 
in ihe company for 13.3 billion 
kronen $1.68 billion). 

"This is a very gixxJ deal for 
tlic Swedish stale.” Trade and 
Industry Minister Bjoem 
Rosengren told TT news 
agency. 'Today’s share price is 
57 per cent higher than 12 
months ago." 

Thirty-one million shares, 
amounting to 6. 1 per cent of the 
slake, were sold at $55 apiece, 
the ministry said. 

The government had said for 
some time that it would sell the 
stake, but announced on Jan, 4 
that the move was imminent 
because of the rise in the value 
of shares. 

The sale was administered by 
investment banks JJ» Morgan 
and Goldman. Sachs, with par- 
ticipation by Swedish Ensldlda 
Securities. .■ • 

The banks have an option to 
buy the Swedish government’s 
remaining 0.9 per cent stake 
within ihe next 30 days. 

The total value of the Swedish 
seven per cent stake was esti- 
mated al some 15 billion kronor. 

Rosengren said the size of its 
slake gave the government limit- 


ed influence over the company 
and that ii could put live binds 
raised to use in other ways to 
"stimulate economic growth." 

Finance Minister Erik 
Aasbrink said the money would 
probably be used for repayments 
of the public debt, though other 
investments “might be of inter- 
est". 

PharmaciaUpjohn was creat- 
ed through a merger between 
Swedish Pharmacia and 
American Upjohn in 1995. 

The company meanwhile 
announced that it had appointed 
a new chief executive officer. 
Magnus Lundberc. to 
PharmaciaUpjohn Diagnostics, 
with headquarters in Uppsala, 
central Sweden. 

On Jan. 4, Rosengren said he 
had met PharmariaUpjohn's 
American Chief Executive Fred 
Hasson before announcing the 
share sale. Hassan had said that 
there were no plans to move 
PharmaciaUpjohn's research 
and development from Sweden. 

In recent months observers 
have expressed concern about a 
"trend" among big Swedish 
companies to leave the country 
— the latest example being 
AstraZeneca, which headquar- 
ters are to be situated in London 
after the SwedLsh-British merg- 
er. AstraZeneca's research divi- 
sion will remain in Sweden. 


Indian beggars earn half the wages 
of a middle-class employee 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — An 
average family of beggars in the 
Indian capital New Delhi earns 
more than 5 100 a month — half 
the wages of a middle-class 
employee, a report has said. 

The Asian Age daily said a 
family of beggars with three 
children could earn more than 
5,000 rupees tS119i a month 
"displaying blood-soaked 
wounds ... hunchback, handi- 
capped youth with crutches and 
scores of others clutching at 
vour leeL" 


“1 cam about 100 rupees 
l $2.3) a day and at times it 
reaches to 150 rupees," said 
Lukku Bai, a migrant from the 
northern state of Rajasthan, who 
has been begging for 12 years. 

The newspaper said the beg- 
gars were “controlled by organ- 
ised groups" and operated with 
the “blessings of local police- 
men.” 

Beggars are a common sight 
in ajl Indian towns, cities and 
pilgrimage centres. In major 
towns and tourist destinations. 


individual alms offered to them 
can be as high as 100 rupees 
t$2.3jor more. 

Senior police officer Kiran 
Bedi was quoted as saying 
“beggary menace at the traffic 
crossings has wwsened and it is 
pathetic to see that the entire 
place is being controlled by the 
beggars." 

Most of the beggars inter- 
viewed by the daily said they 
did noi want to take up any 
other business as tagging was a 
■■prcifiiable" venture. 


Volvo buys into truckmaker Scania, 
but merger hopes are clouded 


STOCKHOLM (AFPj — 
Swedish automaker Volvo 
said this week it had 
bought a large stake in the 
truckmaker Scania for 
$658 million, but its 
hopes for a merger ran 
smack into host! lily front 
Scania and its main share- 
holder. 

Volvo said it had 
acquired 13.6 million A 
shares and 12.1 million B 
shares for 5.2 billion kro- 
nor. representing 13.47 
per cent of Scama's vot- 
ing interest and J 2.85 per 
cent of its capital interest. 

A merger between the 
two Swedish companies 
would create Europe's 
biggest and the world's 
second biggest manufac- 
turer of heavy trucks and 
buses. 

Volvo said it welcomed 
discussions with Scania’s 
shareholders regarding a 
potential merger, but 
would not launch a hos- 
tile bid. It had been in 
talks with Scania's main 
shareholder. Investor, 
over the past year. 

According to the latest 
available data. Investor 
has 44.9 per cent of vot- 
ing rights in Scania. Other 
big shareholders are the 
insurance companies SPP 
and SEG Trygg Liv. 
which hold 4.3 per cent 
and 3.7 per cent respec- 
tively, and the bank SEB 
Fonder, which holds 4.2 
per cent. Foreign owners 
hold 14.3 per cent of vot- 
ing rights. 

fn Brussels, Scania 
chairman and chief exec- 
utive officer Leif Oestling 
said Volvo's purchase w as 
"very close to a hostile 
bid." 

Oestling. speaking at 
the " International 
Commercial Vehicles 
Show in the Belgian capi- 
tal. said the Scania's man- 
agement had noted the 
acquisition "with sur- 


prise. 

He suid no advance 
negotiations about a 
merger had been conduct- 
ed with Scania's manage- 
ment. 

Separately. Investor's 
Chief Executive Claes 
Dahlbaeck said it wa> 
“unfortunate" that Volvo 
had "made the talks previ- 
ously held more difficult." 

The reason why the 
talks have not given any 
results is that Investor and 
Volvo have different 
views on the value of 
Scania. Dahlbaeck said. 

"A merger with Volvo 
could mean significant 
sy nergies, but at the same 
ti me we see other alterna- 
tives that could prove just 
as interesting" he said, 
adding: "We intend to 
keep up talks with inter- 
ested parties." 

Volvo's chief executive. 
Leif Johansson, said 
Volvo and Scania would 
be “a very good combina- 
tion for customers. share- 
holders and employees." 

But at a press confer- 
ence he also said it was 
premature to talk of own- 
ership and how a possible 
bid for all of Scania 
would be financed. 

"We have not placed a 
bid today." he said. "W'e 
only intended to create a 
good situation for Volvo 
and Scania, not to be hos- 
tile " he added. 

Johansson also said 
Volvo's move io take a 
stake in Scania does not 
have any implications on 
Volvo's' plans to find a 
partner for its car opera- 
lions. 

"This just means we 
continue our strategy' 
established two years ago. 
in which we decided that 
our truck operations 
should grow organically 
and through acquisitions, 
while we are seeking 
partnerships for our car 


operations." press utficer 
Stelan Lorcnuon said. 

Swedish Trade and 
Inustry Minister Bjoem 
Rosengren said he would 
welcome a merger. He 
would be particularly 
pleased if the deal made 
the two companies stay in 
the country, he said. 

The world auto industry 
market is in a period of 
consolidation, caused by 
overcapacity but also by 
the rising costs of devel- 
oping new designs, which 
makes it harder" for small- 
er firms to stay in the race 
without the support of a 
wealthy parent. 

Volvo has been the sub- 
ject of rumours that the 
company, or its car divi- 
sion — valued by analysts 
at 2.5 billion to three bil- 
lion euros (S2.9-S3.4S 
billion) — could be taken 
over by Italy's Fiat or 
Ford of the United States. 

Volvo planned an 
alliance with Renault of 
France but this broke 
down in 1993. 

Volvo also said its 
heavy truck division had 
registered record sales in 
1998. with sales rising by 
21 per cent to 83.279 
units. 

Also in Brussels, the 
DaimlerChrysler A.G. 
board member who is 
responsible for commer- 
cial vehicles. Kuri Lauk. 
said his company was 
among the first io be 
offered a stake in Scania 
but rejected it as too 
expensive. 

"We knew that Scania 
was in the market and we 
were among the first ro be 
offered to take a stake in 
Scania, and we declined 
because it didn’t make 
sense economically." he 
told AFX News, a finan- 
cial news subsidiary of 
AFP. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


WAVES OF 



If At Amra Hotel 

Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
al our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo , size 
30% larger. 

’ Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 
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Qu ality Serviced States 

*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5 ih Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal ® go.com.je 
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Real Estate 

S WEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 

TeL 5864230-5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 




KBilB 

■HI 

5684311 -5699634 EXT.42 

a 

5684311 -5699634 EXT, 42 
% 

& 

Fax: 5693337 

(X 

Fax: 5693337 





Rayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 1 2:30p.m. - 3:00 pun. 
dinner: 6:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 

♦ German coffee and cakes served .ill day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555. Amman- 1 1 1 1 8 Jordan 


' TO ADVERTISE IN THIS ' 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 
& 

Fax: 5693337 




At 6th Circle 
TeL: 551 GOO 1 


Hotel 


Wadi Rum Bar 

The most popular place 
Live Music ... appearing now: 
Rita Jazalian. 
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Corretja and Davenport kick off Open I ATP to seek 



AUSTRALIA (AP) — In- 
form players Alex Corretja 
and Lindsay Davenport get 
the first Grand Slam of the 
year underway when the 
Australian Open starts at 
Melbourne Park on Monday. 

Corretja, the No.2 seed and 
French Open runner-up. will 
play the opening match on 
center court against Japan's 
Takao Suzuki. 

American Davenport, the 
top women’s player, starts 
her pursuit of back-to-back 
Grand Slam wins against 
Gaia Leon Garcia of Spain. 

Davenport won the 
women’s event at the Sydney 
Adidas International on 
Saturday, beating her close 
rival and world No.2 
Martina Hingis in straight 
sets. 

It was an impressive victo- 
ry and her first since robbing 
the Swiss star of the No.l 
ranking in Ocrober. 

Before that, Davenport had 
defeated Hingis in the U.S. 
Open final to win the first 
Grand Slam event of her 


career. 

Davenport is justifiably 
full of confidence ahead of 
the Australian Open after 
sweeping aside Hingis and 
Steffi Graf in the semis. 

“I've always said 
Australian and New York 
would be my best chance 
because of the surface and as 
it turns out the next one is 
Australia since winning my 
only one.” Davenport said 
“I’ve pur together some great 
matches to get confidence 
going into this week.” Both 
the men’s and women's 
draws are considered wide 


open. 

‘its difficult to pick these 
days," Davenport said. 

“There’s a lot of girls who 
have a good chance of win- 
ning and it's a very open 
field as to who is the 
favourite and who will walk 
away with the title." Corretja 



Australian teenager Jelena Dokic plays backhand in her match against Monica Seles during 
a one set charity exhibition match on centre court at Melbourne Park venue for the Australian 
Open beginning today (Reuters photo) 


has never been bevood the 
third round of the Australian 
Open and was found wanti- 
ng when American Todd 
Martin' beat him in 
Saturday's final. 

“Todds always going to be 
in contention and we have to 
keep him in mind." Corretja 
said. “It’s going to be a very' 
open Open, many players 
will have the chance to do 
well there.” Thomas E/iqvist 
has shaped as an outside 
chance for the title following 
his win in foe AAPT 
Championships in Adelaide 
and Colonial Classic exhibi- 
tion event over the past week 
in Melbourne. 

The Swede, who starts 
against American Jan- 
Michael Gambill Monday, 
could come up against 
hometown heroes Pat Rafter 
in the third round and maybe 
Mark Philippoussis in foe 
fourth. 

“Maybe I won't be very- 
popular in Australia this 
week.” Enqvisi said. “But I 
won’t mind too much if I can 
be still here in the second 
week.” Enqvjst impressed 
Philippoussis by bearing him 
in foe Colonial final. 

“He hit the ball so clean, 
he's playing great tennis." 
Philippoussis said. “He has 
the best record of any player 
in the world this year, he 
hasn't lost a match in two 
tournaments." Rafter will 
play the third match on cen- 
ter court He is struggling for 
match fitness after- a 1-2 
record this year. 

The U.S. Open champion 
lost in the first round of the 
Adidas International before 
disappearing to Melbourne 
to try to bide from public 
attention. 

Rafter admits he has failed 
to live up to expectations at 
home, but he is expected to 
breeze past Germany’s 
Oliver Gross. 


two-year drug ban 


lithe 


MELBOURNE fR) —The 
Association of Tennis 
Proessionals will seek to 
double the sport’s current 
penalty for doping to two 
years, bringing them into 
line with International 
Olympic Committee guide- 
lines. 

An ATP spokesman said 
the . Players Council on 
Sunday approved a resolu- 
tion calling for the current 
12-month suspension for 
any player found guilty of 
using a Class One drug to 
be doubled. 

The resolution will now 
be passed to the ATP Board, 
which is expected to ratify 
the rule change. It would 
then go before the 
International Tennis 

Federation. 

The two-year ban would 
be imposed on first offend- 
ers found guilty of using 
drugs such as steroids, 
including foe steroid nan- 
drolonerwhich was detect- 
ed in reigning Australian 
Open champion Petr Korda 
during last year’s 
Wimbledon championships. 

Korda escaped suspen- 
sion, but was forced to for- 
feit prize money and com- 
puter ranking points earned 
at Wimbledon, where he 
made foe quarter-finals. 

The 30-year-old Czech 
won a reprieve after satisfy- 


ing foe ITFs independent 
appeals committee that 
there were exceptional cir- 
cumstances in his case. 

The ITF announced last 
week it would challenge the 
appeal committee's deci- 
sion on the grounds that it 
had misapplied the rule 
governing exce ption al cir- 
cumstances. The ITF appeal 
is to be heard by foe Court 
of Arbitration for Sport in 
Lausanne. 

At a meeting on Saturday 
night, the world's leading 
male players dismissed talk 
of possible protest action 
over Korda’s positive drug 
test and will await the out- 
come of court cases. 

ATP Tour chief executive 
officer Mark Miles rejected 
Australian media specula- 
tion about a possible player 
boycott of the Australian 
Open, which begins in 
Melbourne on Monday. 

After foe three-hour'annu- 
al players' meeting, which 
Korda" attended without 
addressing his fellow play- 
ers. player representative 
Todd Martin rejected the 
boycott talk as a media 
“concoction”. 

A grim-faced Korda, foe 
Australian Open champion, 
left the meeting without ■ 
speaking ro the media. 

Martin added that the 
players respected Korda for 


attending the meeting and 
that the majority had no 
problem with the Czech 
defending his only Grand 
Slam title. 

“I t of us do want to know 
foe exceptional circum- 
stances and its just a matter 
of convincing foe general 
player body that we need to 
wait until the end of foe 
appeal system and then 
we'll know everything 
that's happened,” Martin 
said. 

After foal, Korda would 
be allowed allowed to play 
on if his innocence was 
established, he said 

“If not, if he’s found 
guilty at that point then he 
will both return his prize 
money and his points from 
the tournaments he has 
played since foe test was 
taken last July and be will 
take his 12-month, or what- 
ever length, suspension." 

Some players, including 
Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman, 
had spoken out against 
Korda over the past tun 
weeks while others, includ- 
ing dual U.S. Open champi- 
on Pat Rafter, urged caution 
until the full facts were 
known. 


Jenny Thompson sets sights 
on world record 


SYDNEY (AFP) — after setting a new record in world record at every short- 
Olympic gold medallist foe 100 metre individual course swimming meet she 
Jenny Thompson has anoth- medley Saturday. The has competed in recently 
er world record in her sights American has set a new and expects this week’s 


Sampras legacy — just who can win the Australian Open? 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Pete Sampras certainly left 
a crater with his bombshell 
announcement not to chase 
tennis history at next 
week's Australian Open. 

The world No.l for a 
record sixth consecutive 
year, Sampras is one win 
away from equalling Roy 
Emerson’s record 12 Grand 
Slam titles yet the game’s 
premier player canned the 
opportunity, albeit tem- 
porarily, due to fatigue. 

There are multiple con- 
tenders queuing up to fill 
the Sampras void in the 
year’s first Grand Slam 
tournament, with no crystal 
clear favourite emerging. 

Chilean Marcelo Rios, 
who supplanted Sampras 
twice at No.l last year, 
returns to Melbourne as 
world No.2 and proxy top 
seed. 

Rios left here last year 
with his doubters over his 
commitment to fight after 
he succumbed meekly to 
Petr Korda in his first 
Grand Slam final. 

He's back this time forti- 
fied by a splendid year 
studded with seven titles in 
eight finals and the winner 
of 6S matches, yet now he 
has become a target and his 
resilience will again be test- 
ed on foe simmering courts 
of Melbourne Park. 

Much-improved Spaniard 
Alex Corretja is foe second 
seed, yet his Australian 
record is hardly encourag- 
ing, winning only four of 
his seven matches in three 


years. 

Patrick Rafter will have 
Australia urging him on, 
but therein lies foe problem 
for the two-time U.S. Open 
champion. 

It's the weight of national 


expectation that has 
crushed the life out of 
Rafter's Australian Open 
challenges in foe past, and 
his leadup form is dreadful, 
forcing him into a hastily- 
arranged weekend birup to 
get in some much-needed 
match practice. 

Yet if Rafter can some- 
how, negotiate foe minefield 
in the opening week and 
crank up his game he is a 
genuine contender. 

Andre Agassi is talking 
up a shot at a Grand Slam 
title, yet his commitment to 
the cause has often been 
questioned and he has lost 
more fiv£- setters than he’s 
won ( 14-16). 

The Australian Open has 
not been Agassi's favourite 
Grand Slam — this will be 
only his fourth appearance 
in 14 years — but when he 
did show the first time he 
beat Sampras in foe 1995 
final. 

Britain have two hopes in 
sixth seed Tim Henman and 
No. 8 Greg Rusedski, yet 
neither have set the 
Australian Open alight in 
foe past. Both have yet to 
get past foe first week. 

Richard Krajicek is back 
in town after missing foe 
last two opens and if foe 
injury-prone Dutch power- 
! server can survive the phys- 
ical stresses his game gen- 
erates he could be a con- 
tender. 

Yet even when he reached 
foe semifinals here in 1992 
he couldn't play because of 
a knee injury. 

Croatian firebrand Goran 
Ivanisevic's big obstacle is 
himself. 

To win seven matches 
will fully test the man with 
foe biggest serve in tennis 
— he usually implodes in a 



event in Hobart to be no 
exception. 

Thompson broke the 100 - 
metre individual medley at_ 
foe World Cup shortcourse 
meeting in Sydney, shaving 
.02 ' of a second off the 
world mark set by 
Slovakian Martina 

Moravcova one month ago. 

Her time of 1:00.41 gave 
Thompson her third world 
short course record in 
weeks. She set foe 50-metre 
and 100-metre butterfly 
marks at College Station, 
Texas last month. 

“I guess I'm on a roll," foe 
five-time Olympic gold 
medallist said. "The one 
goal I verbally set myself 
before I came here was that 
I wanted to get that record. T 
have come close to it before 
so 1 knew it was within. 




reach.” 


Andre Agassi (L) of the US. chats with his coach Brad Gilbert during a practice session at Melbourne Park venue For the Australian Open, 
seed meets Argentina’s- Herman Guiqy in a first round match on January 19 (Renters photo) 


Agassi the fifth 


torrent of invective some- 
where along the line and 
has yet to get past three 
quarter-final appearances in 
nine visits. 

“It’s pretty open and 
nobody’s the favourite.” 
Ivanisevic says. 

“There’s no one you can 
point to and say he is going 


to win it. 

“Pete’s not here and you 
hav’e several guys who can 
win this tournament." 

V T can beat anyone when I 
am playing good but I can 
also lose to some strange 
guys, but that’s me” he said. 

Hometown pinup Mark 
Philippoussis reached his 


first Grand Slam final last 
September in New York 
only to be beaten by com- 
patriot Rafter for foe U.S. 
Open. 

His heavy serves and 
groundstrokes make him a 
threat, but he will have to 
harness foe erratic elements 
that often undo all foe 


oomph he puts in. 

That leaves defending 
champion Korda, unseeded 
this year, but with Everest 
to climb following the 
scrutiny on him over his 
positive drug test. 

But that was not foe worst 
of it for foe heart-on-the- 
sleeve Czech who has 


docked the prizemoney he 
earned at Wimbledon but 
escaped a ban. 

That only unleashed an 
Almighty backlash with the 
ITF announcing its inten- 
tion to challenge its own 
appeal committee’s deci- 
sion not to impose a statu- 
tory 1 2-month ban. 


Thompson said she was 
setting her ■ sights on 
Chinese swimmer Le 
Jingyi’s 1 00-metre freestyle 
record during foe Hobart leg . 
of foe World Cup series 
which begins Monday. 
“Maybe in Hobart I defi- 
nitely think it’s attainable 
and I look to do that in the 
future at some point," she 
said. ‘Til just go in with the 
same attitude. - I’ll just try- 
and improve what I’ve done 
in all ray swims." - 
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TEL-463-4144 


CINEMA 


TEL:463-4144 


CINEMA 


TEL:5699Z3g 


CINEMA 


TEL-5677420 


CINEMA 


TEL3934793 


CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


-5934793 


CONCORDE 


GALLERIA 1 


B Uhw a Tanas ‘Tbeatra; 


*%!$ mue 


GALLERIA 2 


TEL: 4625155 


Bruce Willis .. in 


Adel I mom, Wafa' Arnar & 
Kamal Shinawi .. in 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


Adel Imam, Wafa 'Amer & 
Kamal Shinawi .. in 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


MERCURY 

RISING 

Shows; 10:30, 8:30. 6:15, 
3:30, 12 JO 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA' AL WAZXR 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30, 6:15, 
3:30, 12:30 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Mel Gibson .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA 1, AL WAZXR 


One of Walt Disney’s 
best movies 


LETHAL WEAPON 4 


MULAN 


Watch out foir 
the new play . 


Shews: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 6:15,8:30, 10:45 


Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Dwight-hot United turn 
up the heat on Chelsea 
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LONDON (AFP; — 
Chelsea dung to their lead 
ai the top of the English 
premiex^hip on Saturday but 
;is he jetted off for a sun- 
ijiine break in Tenerife play- 
er -niaiiager Gianluca Vialli 
jjjusi have cast an envious 
CV|I towards Manchester 
United’s white hot strike 
force of Dwight Yorke and 
Andv Cole. 

While Chelsea needed a 
Ue wonder goal from mid- 
fielder Roberto Dr Matteo to 
give them a 2-1 win over 
tovenoy — United's goal 
greedy front pair simply 
gorged themselves in a 6-2 
demolition of Leicester. 

Yorke scored a hat-trick to 
take lus season’s tally to 16 
while Cole is only one 
behind after grabbing two at 
Filbert Street. 

It’s the kind of partnership 
that wins championships 
and one that Vialli, who is 
down to his bare bones in 
attack, can only dream of. 
With Pierluigi Casiraghi, 


full 


I&lj Vkjc 


JuniK ft.-* : wiin ncriuigi ^.aaira gni, 

nas Tore Andre Flo and Gustavo 

eri m poyet on the long term 
" r die paii «} injured list, Vialli has only 
»le others, inclaj. himself and Gianfranco 
.S Open champ Zola 10 choose fr°m U P 

'ler.ursediau^ fr 55 t- , , T .. . 

Chelsea s Italian boss was 

not fooled by Di Matteo’s 
winner, which settled a bad- 
lempered match at Stamford 
Bridge that was marred by 
an amazing touchline scuf- 
fle involving more than 1 5 
officials and substitutes 
from both dug-outs. 

Coventry manager 

Strachan and Chelsea kit- 
ora at even slur- man Aaron Lincoln were 

MimuiHratEJ by referee 

Jeff Winter and are likely to 
speted in rests;. lace a misconduct rap. 


ights 


wb thi> vsH'. 


On the pitch Darren 
Huckerby, scorer of two 
Hobart io he e successive hat-tricks before 
Saturday, chipped Coventry 
r ‘ ahead after nine minutes 

' -on before Frenchman. . Frank 

4 . ■ r\ -., 1 .. .kehoeuf walloped in a 25- 
:uV,Jua * ■ ’metre eqoaliser for the home 
id Cup slwiwssside in first-half injury time. 

. Coventry had a strong 
m S>ane\.M appeal turned down 

, second on cn the second half and, after 
be touchline mayhem had 

''I UlhciHr-rl I'll M-itlpn I'mchprl 


mar*. 


jH 


me 


subsided Di Matteo crashed 
Main a fierce shot deep in 
njury time to extend 
j one (ww-’ .iielsea’s unbeaten run to 
ot i.i’w -1 ss:i games. 


jw-i *► 

. “We were lucky, scoring a 
son her third 4t£i p] ^ eru j 0 f eac h half 
. a ^inS :ike thaL We made heavy 
fc ' ou, *“ ", wing of it admitted Vialli. 
She sente - lllDS Chelsea, unbeaten in 21 
bungb 5 ames, now have 43 points. 
[tXwneir wo clear of United, with 
Su it 


Aston Villa, who play 
Evert on on Monday, a fur- 
ther point adrift. 

With champions Arsenal 
fourth on 39 points after 
spoiling Ron Alkisnon’s 
return to frontline manage- 
ment by winning I-Q at bot- 
tom club Nottingham 
Forest, this year’s title' race 
is one of the most open in 
years. 

United, who thrashed 
West Ham 4 - 1 last weekend, 
were simply unstoppable at 
Filbert Street as they tore 
Leicester to pieces. 

Yorke gave them the lead 
when he converted Denis 
Irwin’s cross from five 
metres out after 10 minutes. 
Leicester hit back with a 
spectacular Theo Zagorakis 
effort before half-time but in 
the second period United 
Lumed on the style. 

Cole scored twice in 14 
minutes before before Yorke 
grabbed his second from an 
acute angle after 63 minutes 
to kill ihe game. 

Steve Walsh pulled one 
back for Leicester before 
Cole whacked a shor against 
the bar and Yorke gobbled 
up the rebound to complete 
his hat-trick. 

Dutch defender Jaap Stam 
rounded oft* the rout with his 
first goal for the club in the 
final minute. 

T think a few of the teams 
at the top will be looking 
over their shoulders after 
that,” said Cole. 

ITnited manager Alex 
Ferguson was rightly 
delighted with his front pair. 

“The form of Cole and 
Yorke is becoming a potent 
force for us,” he said. "They 
pose the kind of threat that 
will trouble anyone we 
come up against make life 
so difficult. In the end they 
could have ended up with 
five goals each.” 

. Atkinson strode into the- 
City Ground a little over an 
hour before kick-off sport- 
ing a suntan and a grin the 
width of Nottingham’s Trent 
river. 

He should have felt quite 
at home after his Barbados 
holiday judging by the 
amount of sand on a desper- 
ately poor pitch but the 
charismatic 59-year-old 
marred his triumphant 
parade in front of the Forest 
fans by walking to straight 
to the away dugoul by mis- 
take. 

His new charges didn't do 
much better as Arsenal dom- 
inated from the kickoff and 


points 
Martin 
header 
a comer 


Ron* 


grabbed all three 
when defender 
Keown bounced a 
into the net from 
after 34 minutes. 

Typically ‘Big 
refused to be downcast 
afterwards, pointing to a 
gritty second-half llghtback 
which saw Forest almost 
salvage a draw when Andy 
Johnson hit a post. 

Atkinson, who confirmed 
Southampton’s Carlton 
Palmer will join Forest sub- 
ject to a medical on 
Monday, said: ‘‘I thought wc 
battled very hard in the sec- 
ond-half but they’re a hard 
side to go 1 -0 down 
against.” Forest have now 
gone 19 games without a 
league win. 

At Liverpool Robbie 
Fowler continued his reha- 
bilitation with a hat-trick as 
tile Merseysiders crushed 
Southampton 7- 1 . 

Fowler was on target after 
22. 37 and 47 minutes, tak- 
ing his league goals tally U> 
101, with Dominic Matteo, 
Jamie Carragher, Michael 
Owen and Dave Thompson 
completing sorry 

Southampton’s humiliation! 

John Hartson was yellow- 
carded on his debut for 
Wimbledon who earned a 0- 
0 draw at Tottenham. After 
the mutch Wimbledon boss 
Joe Kinnear accused Spurs' 
French winger David Ginola 
of constantly diving in an 
attempt to win penalties. 

“For somebody with so 
much talent and ability I 
find it amazing that the only 
time Ginola falls on the 
pitch is in the box,” said 
Kinnear. 

Hanson’s former dub 
West Ham continued their 
recent slump, losing 4-0 at 
home to Sheffield 
Wednesday who scored 
through Andy Hiuchcliffe, 
Pener Rudi. Ritchie 
Humphreys and a Benito 
Carbone penalty. 

Jamaican Deon Burton hit 
an 84th-minute winner at 
Pride Park as Derby beat 
Blackburn 1-0. while first 
half goals by teenager Alan 
Smith, his third goal in two 
games, and Lee Bowycr 
gave Leeds their 2-0 victory 
against Middlesbrough at 
El land Road. 

In Sunday’s match 
Charlton bid to end their run 
of eight successive defeats 
when they take on Ruud 
Gullit’s Newcastle at The 
Valley. 


Tyson returns from exile in triumph 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson reignited his 
career Saturday, reluming 
from boxing exile to knock 
out Francois Boihu in the 
fifth round of their sched- 
uled 10 -round fight. 

For most of the bout 
Tyson looked less like (he 
fear-inspiring fighter he 
once was than lire frustrated 
brawler who resorted to bit- 
ing Evander H olv field near- 
ly 1 9 months ago. 

He had to be pulled to his 
comer as he and Botha con- 
tinued brawling after the 
first round, and Tyson 
trailed on afl three judges' 
cards through four. 

But with one short right to 
Botha’s face, at 2:59 of the 
fifth, the 32-year-olJ former 
champion was back. 

*T was winning." Botha 
said. 

“Oh man what a fighter." 
he added of Tyson. "Oh my, 
what a dummy — 1 was 
going to beat him.” 

Alter frustrating Tyson in 
the first four rounds. Botha 
said, he cot careless. 

“1 just walked into the 
punch,” he said. “I was sur- 
prised. I really thought it 
was going to be easy. 

”1 knew that 1 was in con- 
trol.” added the South 
African, who fell to 39-2. I 
was slowly but surely get- 
ting a hand on the light. 

Maybe I got a little too 
cocky and I paid for it.” 
Tyson posted his 46th vic- 
tory — his 40th knockout 
— in 49 lights. 

But his lone absence from 



Mike Tyson (R) of the US lands a punch to the head of Francois Botha (L) of South Africa 
after a bell ended the first round of their heavyweight fight 16 January at the MGM 
Grand Carden in Las Vegas, NV. Tyson won the fight by knockdown in the fifth round 
of their scheduled 10-round bout (AFT photo) 


the ring showed. For a 
moment, it even looked as if 
the worst predictions of 
Tyson's critics might come 
true. 

The two refused to come 
out of a clinch at Lhc bell to 
end the first, and the ensu- 
ing scuffle saw security 
officers and Las Vegas 
police streaming in to form 
a cordon around die ring. 

The ill-will carried over 
into the next round, when 
Tyson had a point deducted. 

But Mare Rainer, the 
executive director of the 


Nevada Stale Athletic 
Commission said he didn’t 
think it was a dirty fight. 

“It was just a lough, 
heavyweight fight," Ratner 
said. 

Only one judge gave 
Tyson one round on the 
scorecards, but Tyson said 
he never had any doubt he 
could win. 

"A tremendous amount of 
nisi." he said. "I told my 
trai ner. don ’ t worry. I’ll 
catch him late. I'll’ catch 
him late. 

"1 don’t believe he was 


able to hun me.” Tyson 
added. "1 knew 1 was in 
good shape and it was just a 
matter of time." 

Tyson trainer Tommy 
Brooks said discipline in the 
face of early frustration was 
the key to Tyson’s victory 
this time. 

"He learned his lesson.” 
Brooks said. "Once you set 
a fight plan, you have to 
stay with the fight plan. He 
came out and he was loop- 
ing punches. When he set- 
tled down he threw straight 
punches. 


That’s when it was over 
with." 

Brooks, who trained 
Holyficld for both of his 
\ ietories over Ty son, joined 
Tyson after the Nevada 
State Athletic Commission 
reinstated the fighter in 
October. 

His license had been 
revoked in the wake of the 
infamous June 2S. 1997 bite 
fight that sparked a brawl in 
the ring and a fracas in the 
MGM Grand Casino. 

Botha admitted that he 
tried to bait the notoriously 
volatile Tyson. 

"1 was trying to psyche 
him out.” Botha said. 

"He said some bad things, 
some nasty things.” Tyson 
said. "He was talking a lot 
of smack and stuff. But it’s 
cool, he's a good fighter." 

Tyson is expecteJ to fight 
again in late April, with 
German Axel Schulz a like- 
ly opponent. 

He said he wouldn’t rush 
into a world heavyweight 
title fight. 

"I need some fights." 
Tyson said. "I need to put on 
some better shows. I’m not 
looking to jump into the mix 
real quick. I need to take it 
one step at a time and keep 
working in the gym." 

Tyson's comeback plans 
could be derailed, however. 
He faces sentencing in 
Maryland on February 5 on 
assault charges that could 
send him back to prison for 
violating his parole after a 
rape conviction. 


Sydney coordinated traffic lights 
to impress IOC delegates 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Sydney lavished IOC 
delegates with gifts and went as far as to 
coordinate green lights along routes digni- 
taries travelled in a bid to impress them, a 
former top Australian bid official said 
Sunday. 

The 28 million Australian (5 17.6 million) 
dollars spent on the successful bid for the 
2000 Olympic Games meant the city also 
spent much more than allowed under 
International Olympic Committee iIOCi 
rules influencing the votes of delegates, for- 
mer New South Wales state Olympics minis- 
ter Bruce Baird said. 

If you divided the money spent on the bid 
by the 45 votes Sydney eventually obtained, 
the cost of each vote was more than 620,000 
Australian dollars, Baird told The Sunday 
Telegraph. 

And those figures made a mockery of the 
International Olympic Committee’s $240 cap 
on gifts to voting delegates, he said. 


"Even during the bid process. I thought this 
(lavishing of gifts) was ridiculous.” Baird 
said. "The IOC had a technical committee, 
which visited every bidding city and they 
ranked us number one. That should have been 
enough." 

Sydney officials kept within IOC limits for 
gifts when it gave delegates didgeridoos 
Taboriginal musical instruments), hats, coats, 
and other sundries. Baird said. 

"Bui, yes, we spent 2S million sucking up to 
them for three years.” 

The citv wined and dined visiting i 1 'legates 
and made sure it had a presence at every 
Olympic-related event possible. Baird said. 

It also went to incredible lengths to make 
sure everything went smoothly for dignitaries 
when they were in town. 

"When IOC delegates came here, they were 
picked up at the airport, taken through the 
VIP area. We had co-ordinated green traffic 
lights, so thev would think how close they 


were to the city. 

“They were met by the manager of five-star 
hotels and taken to the best suites in the 
house. They were taken on helicopter tours 
around the’ sites and had lunch at the best 
restaurants.” 

Also Sunday, former New South Wales state 
leader John Fahey said he had never been told 
Sydney officials were approached for bribes 
by certain IOC officials. 

Baird has claimed he was approached sev- 
eral times by people related to the IOC seek- 
ing financial sweeteners and has threatened 
to disclose the names of those people. 

But Fahey, who is now Australia's federal 
finance minister, said Baird, now an MP, had 
never told him about any approaches. 

“As a cabinet minister Bruce Baird was 
given a responsibility to assist me as pre- 
mier,” Fahey said. “Did he ever tell me? The 
answer's ’no’.” 
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-Bakke wins World Cup slalom 


... |'tn»* 

" "TV ^ ANTON. Austria (AFP) — 

" jjjv. nne Bakke of Norway scored 

er Mb ■ v ' first World Cup win of her 


- . v, i |ie^' , ' JfZix "- vear career when she took 
.-•IB the women’s sin tom race 


the women’s slalom race 
to uu ' “ . ^ on Sunday. Bakke 
. lmin 22.84sec for the 

kri,’* * 


:V.P 


■i?n 


t ^ vo legs to win by 0.04sec 
i ^niAnjaPaerson of Sweden, 

was timed at 1:23.88. 
,*nica Kostelic of Croatia was 
.aid ’ tin) with a time of 1:23.77. 
.|,)|K indrine Flemmen of Norw ay. 
■: ;™ was fastest after the fust 

& fell after just three gales of 
■’* -jS**eoood leg. Bakke, a 24- 
^“®r— old from Trondheim 
i ■ ini ^ celebrated her birthday 
^ v “‘ 1 ' ,-jjo ' flr '* er this week, was second- 
after the first leg. Her 
h&fc ' , ev ® us best performance was 
h t''-- . ji second place in a slalom at 

_ -j, in ^ j.^Jbach last season. Bakke 
l ir bad revelled in the 

■. tb lP Motions. “I really love 
to ^ '. 1Urse s like this one. where 


i !o>> 




p# e snow is really hard, but 
v iciory hasn’t really sunk 
* .W,” she said. 



.o jyit & 1 1,1 , W.” she said. Trine Bakke 

piemans must unite behind World Cup bid - Beckenbauer 



" (R) — Germany will stand a 
to host the 2006 World Cup finals 
if all forces in the country unite 
the bid, Franz Beckenbauer said on 
May. 

^ legendary libero, who heads the 
bid, said Thomas Bach, a leading 
member of the International 
Wc Committee (IOC), had offered to 
JWjjti « 0U M act as an adviser. 

mast work with us,” 
-p’bauer told German television ZDF. 
the Foreign Ministry, ambas- 
*p foreign countries and German 


- j with activities worldwide must 
. -^rt our bid.” 

1162 McGhran, the campaign director of 


rivals England, said on Friday that 
Germany’s bid was struggling and looking 
for a wav to get back on track. 

McGi van’s comments came after 
German Soccer Federation (DFB) vice- 
president Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder sug- 
gested a deal with African nations which 
would involve Germany supporting 
African efforts for the 2010 fids if Africa 

backed Germany’s bid for 2006. 

South Africa have already smmgly 
denied that they would withdraw their bid 
IO host the 2006 event to support the 

German bid. . , „ _ 

"Wet entertain the idea. Danny 
Joidaan. the chief executive responsible 
for the South African bid, was quoted as 


saying in the London Sunday Times. 

Beckenbauer told ZRF: "We are not ds 
loud and as aggressive as the English. The 
executive committee knows that Germany 
is the best choice. We have to intervene in 
an open and friendly way to make that 
point clear.” 

As well as England and Germany, six 
other nations are bidding for the 2006 
finals, five African countries — South 
Africa, Africa, Nigeria, Egypt, Ghana and 
Morocco — are in the race as well as 
Brazil. 

FIFA’s executive committee will decide 
in March 2000 which country stages the 
evenL 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


French duo to defend laurels 

LYON (AFP) — French world champions Haeine Cheriti and 
Fubricc Tiozzo will defend their world titles in February and 
March respectively, their manager Jean-Marc Perono revealed 
here on Sunday. WBA light-heavyweight champion Tiozzo 
will face an as yet unknown opponent on the undercard of the 
world heavyweight title unification bout between Evander 
Holyficld and Britain's Lennox Lewis at Madison Square 
Garden in New York on March 1 3. Perono said: ‘To be on the 
bill that night is exceptional." Cherifi, meanwhile, will defend 
his WBC middleweight belt against the man whose title he 
took last May, American Keith Holmes, in Washington on 
February 6. Britain’s Robert McCracken is the likely opponent 
for the winner. Perono said: "It’s not easy, it’s true, but Haeine 
earned his world champion’s belt and will win a second time 
against Holmes." 

3 contenders to replace Salt Lake City 

GENEVA (AFP) — Three cities have offered to stage the 2002 
Winter Games in place of Sait Lake City, whose successful bid 
for the event has been soured by a welter of corruption allega- 
tions, International Olympic Committee (IOC) director gener- 
al Francois Cnrrard revealed on Sunday. Austrian city 
Innsbruck, Osiers und in Sweden and Lillehammer in Norway 
are the three contenders. But Carrard again confirmed that 
there were no plans to remove the Games from the designated 
American hosts in spite of concerns that the corruption scandal 
may deter sponsors. Carrard said: “The IOC will not do it 
(change the venue) in any case." He said the fact three cities 
were willing to step in was nonetheless encoraging. “It shows 
dial despite the current problems the enthusiasm for the 
Games is the same as ever." he said 

Karembeu wins second Oceania 
Footballer of the Year award 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Christian Karembeu has been voted 1998 
Oceania Footballer of the Year after his outstanding successes 
with Real Madrid and World Cup champions France. It is the 
second rime Karembeu, originally from the French Pacific ter- 
ritory of New Caledonia, has been handed the award by 
regional officials and media after taking the title in 1995. 
Karembeu, a 27-year-old midfielder, had a season to remem- 
ber last year when he won a European Cup winner's medal 
with Real Madrid and was a member of the French World Cup 
championship squad at France ’98. Among other players to 
poll well were Australians Stan Lazaridis (West Ham), John 
Aloisi (Coventry City) and Ned Zelic (Munich 1860). 


Bulls breakup continues 
as Spurs grab Kerr 

CHICAGO (AFP) — The exodus has begun from the 
Chicago Bulls in the wake of Michael Jordan's retirement. 

Free agent guard Steve Ken - , who sank the series-wrin- 
ning jump shot to put Chicago past Utah in the 1997 
National Basketball Association Finals, has struck a deal to 
join the San Antonio Spurs. WGN radio here reported. 

The multi-year deal is scheduled to be signed on Monday 
or Tuesday, w henever the league and union have their con- 
tract on paper and signed. 

With eight of 12 members of Chicago's dynasty 
unsigned, a mass exodus is expected from the Bulls squad 
that won six of the past eight NBA crowns. 

Coach Phi! Jackson departed in June, replaced Friday by 
Tim Floyd. Jordan retired days ago, leaving an unfil table 
void. 

Six-time defending rebound champion Dennis Rodman, 
center Luc Longley from Australia and forward Scottie 
Pippen are among the other top players likely to be going 
soon. 

Pippen has already been talking with the Houston 
Rockets. 

Kerr. 33, adds an outside threat to the Spurs' inside power 
of center Tim Duncan and !99S NBA Rookie of ihe Year 
Tim Duncan. 

No official farewell 
game for Klinsmann 


BONN (Ri — Former 
Germany captain Juercen 
Klinsmann said on Sunday 
he had been refused an 
official farewell game by 
the German Soccer 
Federation (DFB). 

"I really would have 
loved to bid farewell 
before the fans in Germany 
but the DFB has refused,” 
Klinsmann iold German 
sports news agency SID. 

T am sad and bitterly 
disappointed." 

Klinsmann, 32. has 
played 108 times For 
Germany. He retired after, 
last vear’s World Cup 


finals in France and now 
lives in the United States. 

The DFB informed 
Klinsmann by fax on 
Friday that he would not be 
granted an official farewell 
game. 

" "There will be no more 
farewell games for interna- 
tionals,” said DFB vice- 
president Franz 

Beckenbauer, adding that 
only Lothar Maiihaeiu 
w'ould have one when he 
retired. 

The Bavem Munich 
libero has a record 130 
caps for Germany. 
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Ecevit wins vote of 


confidence, Turkey 
faces major tests 


ANKARA (R) — Veteran 
Turkish leftist Bulent Ecevit’s 
minority government was 
confirmed in office on 
Sunday, charged with steering 
the country to April elections 
viewed with deep foreboding 
by the powerful military. 

The parliamentary confi- 
dence vote of 306 to 188 for- 
mally put an end to two 
months of uncertainty since 
the fall of premier Mesut 
Yilmaz's government, the 
fifth since 1995. on allega- 
tions of corruption. 

‘We will work to take 
Turkey securely to the April 
election by following an inde- 
pendent course," Ecevit. head 
of three governments in the 
1970s. said after the vote. 

The events of recent weeks 
have made dear his will be no 
simple caretaker role. 

The secularist military, a 
firm “guiding hand" in 
Turkish politics. has 
expressed fears of a strong 
election showing by the 
Islamist Virtue Party. Only a 
week ago, the General Staff 
expressed something well 
short of confidence in the 
ability of squabbling main- 
stream politicians to cope 
with the challenge. 

“What does the man on the 
street want'?" commentator 
Ahmet Toner Kislali asked in 
the daily CumhuriyeL 

“Firstly, stability, secondly 
peace of mind. The man on 
the street does not want end- 
less political arguments or 
governments that change 
every' two days." 


Ecevit’s Democratic Left 
will govern with the support 
of two conservative parties, 
themselves bitter rivals — 
Yilmaz's Motherland and for- 
mer premier Tansu Ciller's 
True Path. 

Bickering between the two 
helped thwart Ecevit’s first 
attempt to form a government 
in December. 

At home, Ecevit faces a 
heavy first-quarter domestic 
debt repayment burden and 
fears over the country's bank- 
ing system. 

The Central Bank's move to 
take over management of the 
medium-sized Interbank has 
stirred rumours others could 
face difficulties because of 
reckless procedures. 

Ecevit, demonstratively 
eschewing some of the trap- 
pings of power such as the 
prune ministerial Mercedes 
as part of an effort to dispel a 
cloud of corruption hanging 
over Turkish politics, has 
pledged to push through a 
1999 budget and reform the 
social security system. 

However, he will be hard 
pressed to push through a 
banking law opposed by True 
Path and breathe life into an 
ambitious privatisation pro- 
gramme. 

Abroad, the weekend 
brought foreign policy news 
that will do little to cheer 
Ecevit or the tralitaiy. 

Kurdish separatist leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. arrested in 
Rome in November, left Italy 
a free man. 

Ecevit's greatest challenge 


in the approach to April elec- 
tions lies in reassuring the 
public and the military, who 
have carried out three outright 
coups in 40 years, that 
Turkish democracy is healthy. 

Virtue, already the largest 
parry in parliament, appears 
well ahead in informally 
launching its election cam- 
paign. The last month, the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, has 
seen thousands of Virtue 
activists going into the poorer 
areas of major cities offering 
charity and courting support. 

The military forced the 
country's first Islamist-led 
government from power in 
1997. in an action (hat fell 
short of a coup but made clear 
they would no longer be toler- 
ated in office. 

The Islamist Welfare Patty 
was later banned under pres- 
sure from the military, only to 
re-emerge in much the same 
form under the name 
“Virtue.” 

The military is already 
m ulling the clanger of Virtue 
expanding its power base and, 
exploiting the divisions and 
personal conflicts within the 
secular parties, again pressing 
its claim to power. 

The pessimists fear the mil- 
itary might yet lean on parlia- 
ment to delay the elections 
until 2000 to allow electoral 
reforms that could hinder 
Virtue. But most feel it is too 
late in the day and personal 
political ambitions are too 
entrenched for any review. 



ANOTHER FACE OF PINOCHET: Protesters wearing masks representing former Chilean dictator General 
Augusto Pinochet and former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher take part Sunday in a demonstration in 
London ratting for the extradition of Pinochet from Britain to Spain. More then 500 protesters marched past par- 
liament, where Pinochet's extradition case is to be reheard on Jan. 18, to a rally in Trafalgar Square (AP photo) 


Yeltsin hospitalised with ulcer 


Further break-ins mark 
Israeli election campaign 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
homes of campaign staff of 
Israeli opposition leader 
Ehud Barak have been bro- 
ken into just days after a 
burglary at a U.S. firm 
advising him ahead of May 
elections, police said 
Sunday. 

Three secretaries and a 
volunteer working for 
Barak's Labour Party 
reported break-ins to police. 
All said their homes had 
been ransacked but nothing 
had been stolen. 

The new break-ins follow 
a raid Tuesday on the 


offices of political consul- 
tants Greenberg Quinlan 
Research, and thieves made 
off with information on 
Barak's campaign against 


Prime Minister Benyafitih 
Netanyahu and his- -right- 
wing Likud Party. 

Tuesday’s break-in 
prompted comparisons in 
the Israeli press with the 
1 972 Watergate scandal that 
brought down U.S. 
President Richard Nixon, in 
which members of a White 
House dirty tricks team 
were caught trying to steal 
campaign secrets from 
Democratic Party headquar- 
ters in Washington's 
Watergate apartment com- 
plex. Nixon, facing 
impeachment over his 
attempt to cover up the 
White House role in the 
affair, resigned. 

But Likud reacted with 
anger Sunday to mounting 


Speculation of a similar 
political dirty tricks cam- 
paign in Israel. 

“Those who level such 
accusations should be 
ashamed of themselves — 
that's not how we conduct 
political debate in Israel," a 
party statement said. 

“Any break-in is a crime 
and the place for burglars is 
in prison.” 

Barak spokeswoman 
Aliza Goren Sunday 
refused to make any politi- 
cal capital out of the latest 
burglaries. 

“Labour Party central 
office is not going to make 
accusations about these 
break-ins — we are await- 
ing the results of the police 
inquiry." she said. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin was 
rushed to hospital on 
Sunday with an acute 
bleeding ulcer, a fresh 
health crisis that renewed 
doubts about his fitness to 
govern. 

The Russian leader was 
in a stable condition in the 
Central Clinical Hospital, 
undergoing a course of 
anti-ulcer treatment, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. 

“When he was admitted 
to hospital he was exam- 
ined with a gastroscope 
which confirmed the diag- 
nosis," a Kremlin official 
told AFP. 

“He has been strictly 
ordered by doctors to 
remain in his hospital bed 
over the next few 'days.’’ 
the spokesman added. 

The development was 
Yeltsin's most serious 
health scare since he was 
admitted to hospital on 
Nov. 23 with pneumonia 
and underscored concern 
about his ability to effec- 
tively govern a nuclear 
power gripped by a deep 
economic crisis. 

Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov played down 
Yeltsin’s latest health scare, 
saying it had not triggered 
“any unusual situation" in 
Russia, according to ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

Interfax agency quoted 
the speaker of the Duma 
lower house of parliament. 
Gennady Seleznev, as urg- 





Boris Yeltsin 


mg Yeltsin to transfer his 
police, army and foreign 
policy powers to Primakov 
during his illness. 

Yeltsin health concerns 
came into sharp focus in 
1996 when he suddenly 
disappeared ahead of a 
presidential election run- 
off. It later emeiged he had 
suffered a string of heart 
attacks during the hectic 
campaign, • which forced 
him to undergo a marathon 
heart bypass operation that 
November. 

Specialists here said his 
ulcer could have been 
caused by aspirin, often 
prescribed to patients fol- 
lowing heart surgery, while 
an expert at the Rothschild 
Hospital in Paris said alco- 
hol intake could also be a 
factor. 

Moscow surgeon German 


Basner told ITAR-TASS 
that Yeltsin's condition did 
not “mean an operation is 
necessary.” adding that his 
recovery’ could take three 
weeks. 

That could scupper 
Yeltsin's scheduled Jan. 
28-29 stare visit to Paris, 
his first trip abroad since an 
aborted Central Asia trip in 
October, but Kremlin offi- 
cials declined to comment 
the possibility. 

The riming of the latest 
hospitalisation lent force to 
complaints by Moscow's 
ebullient mayor Yury 
Luzhkov, a leading con- 
tender for presidential elec- 
tions due in 2000. that 
Yeltsin “is not active 
enough.” 

Oq~ Saturday Luzhkov 
urged the ailing leader to 
consider stepping down 
early, saying: ‘'There is a 
problem of early presiden- 
tial elections. We ail know 
it exists ” 

Late last month Yeltsin, 
then apparently enjoying a 
rare period of robust 
health, dismissed such 
pressure, saying in his first 
television interview in 
mouths that he saw “no 
grounds” for leaving office 
early. 

Deputies in the leftist- 
dominated State Duma 
lower house of parliament, 
who are increasingly dis- 
missive of Yeltsin's capaci- 
ty to govern, in early 
December demanded a 
health bulletin on the presi- 


dent then recovering in a 
clinic from pneumonia. 

Although the Kremlin 
could ignore the non-bind- 
ing vote, the Constitutional 
Court is due to rule later 
this month on who has the 
power to determine 
whether a president is fit to 
rule, a point undefined in 
Russia's constitution. 

Nevertheless, his visibly 
failing health has further 
undermined Yeltsin's polit- 
ical authority, severely bat- 
tered by an acute economic 
crisis that erupted in mid- 
August and which saw the 
Kremlin cede power to the 
government. 

And it has cast Primakov, 
who would become acting 
head of state should Yeltsin 
die in office or be judged 
unfit to rule, as a de facto 
vice-president. 

While his heart operation 
initially provided Yeltsin 
with a new lease of life, the 
president has been in and 
out of clinics suffering 
from fatigue and a variety 
of infections and other ail- 
ments. 

The recurrent bouts of ill- 
ness have forced aides to 
cut back on Yeltsin's 
increasingly gaffe-strewn 
foreign trips. 

At times incoherent dur- 
ing his recent trip to 
Central Asia, Yeltsin was 
forced to spend three 
weeks off work after 
almost collapsing from 
what officials said was 
“nervous exhaustion.” 


Israeli coalition 
partner refuses to 
recognise courts 


Britons detained in Yemen withdraw confessions 


TEL AVIV i AFP) — The 
spiritual leaders of an ultra- 
Orthodox party in Israel’s 
governing coalition 

announced on Sunday that 
they would no longer recog- 
nise the authority of the 
Jewish state’s courts. 

“It is inconceivable that tbe 
government or tbe courts 
interfere in matters to do with 
Jewish law or tradition,” the 
leaders of the United Torah 
Judaism Party said in a state- 
ment 

‘It is null and void because 
it is contrary to our sacred 
teachings which have been 
passed down from generation 
to generation," they said. 

The ultra-Orthodox press 
has long railed against the rul- 
ings of the Israeli courts, 
accusing them of left-wing 
and secular bias. 

But it is the first time that 
ultra-Orthodox religious lead- 
ers have directly challenged 
the authority of the central 
institutions of the Jewish state. 

Their announcement fol- 
lows a series of rulings from 
Israeli courts which outraged 
ultra-Orthodox opinion last 
month. 

A Jerusalem district court 
challenged the Orthodox 
establishment’s dominance of 
religious life in Israel by 
ordering the interior ministry 
to recognise 27 conversions 


carried out by non-Orthodox 
rabbis. 

And the supreme court ruled 
that a 50-year-old practice of 
exempting religious Jews 
from military service was ille- 
gal and ordered parliament to 
review tfie exemption current- 
ly enjoyed by some 30,000 
ultra-Orthodox Jews. 

But their challenge to 
Israel’s highest institutions 
poses a headache for right- 
wing Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu whose 
minority government depends 
on the support of the United 
Torah Judaism Party’s four 
MPs. 

Netanyahu is also expected 
to depend on ultra-Orthodox 
votes in May 18 elections for 
the prime ministership. 

In a string of recent opinion 
polls respondents riled tbe 
growing nft between religious 
and secular Israelis as the 
biggest threat to the Jewish 
state. 

Ultra-Orthodox Jews repre- 
sent less than 10 per cent of 
the population but their politi- 
cal weight in Netanyahu’s 
government and their hold on 
key ministries such as the inte- 
rior, labour affairs and housing 
has led them into growing 
conflict with secular Israelis. 

The three religious parties in 
the Israeli parliament have a 
total of 23 MPs. 


SANAA (API — Five 
Britons detained in Yemen 
in a case related to the kid- 
napping of 16 Westerners 
have withdrawn their con- 
fessions, a British diplomat 
said Sunday. 

Four of the five men said 
the confessions were not 
valid because they were 
obtained under torture, said 
British Consul David 
Pearce. 

The fifth man, Ghulam 
Hussein, said he was not 
tortured. It was not clear on 
what grounds he withdrew 
his confession. 

The men were charged 


Friday with associating 
with aimed groups, form- 
ing a plan to commit mur- 
der and destruction, and 
possessing weapons. 

They pleaded not guilty 
and withdrew their confes- 
sions, Pearce said. 

“They do not confess to 
being members of any 
armed group, and they 
deny all that was said under 
torture," Pearce said in a 
telephone interview from 
the southern port city of 
Aden, where the men are 
detained. 

Yemeni authorities claim 
the men are linked to a mil- 


itant Islamic group that 
kidnapped 16 Westerners 
on Dec. 28. four of whom 
died in a rescue attempt by 
the Yemeni army a day 
later. 

Their lawyer denies the 
allegation. 

The leader of the Islamic 
group and two other men 
went on trial in Aden on 
Wednesday, charged with 
kidnapping and killing for- 
eigners and forming an 
extremist Islamic group 
with tbe aim of harming 
Yemen's security and safe- 
ty- 

The five British suspects 


— Hussein. 25. Mobsin 
Ghalain. 18. Shahid Butt, 
33, Malik Nassar Harhra. 
26. and Samad Ahmad, 2 1 

— were detained last 
month. 

The father of Harhra, 
who also holds Yemeni cit- 
izenship, flew in from 
England and was able to 
visit his son briefly on 
Friday. Pearce said. 

Pearce said he does not 
expect the case to go to 
trial before next week, after 
the ‘Eid holidays. 

He said he was pressing 
for telephone access so the 
men can speak with their 


Families back home during 
the Eid holidays, expected 
to begin Monday. The ‘Eid 
marks the end of the Holy 
Ramadan month of fasting. 

“I will also try to visit 
them during ’Eid and take 
them biscuits or sweets," 
Pearce, said. 

Lawyer Badr Bosun aid 
said last week that “confes- 
sions” purportedly linking 
the men to 1 the gang that 
kidnapped the Westerners 
were illegally obtained. 

‘Their statements were 
made without the presence 
of a lawyer and that is 
against the law.” he said. 


Arnun: A Lebanese ghost town in Israel’s shadow 


By Jacques Lbuillery 

Agence France Presse 


ARNUN — The once-bustling vil- 
lage of Arnun just outside the 
Israeli-occupied zone in southern 
Lebanon is now little more than a 
ghost town, inhabited by a few ter- 
ror-stricken old people and the odd 
stray caL 

Last week the Israeli army razed 
another 14 homes, continuing the 
systematic destruction of Arnun 
begUD in 1987 over fears that resi- 
dents were aiding Lebanese guer- 
rillas fighting the Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

“This is all that remains of my 
two houses,” said Mohammad, a 
60-year-old father of eight, point- 
ing disconsolately at a heap of rub- 
ble. 

Arnun Mayor Afif Hamdan said 


some 7,000 people used to live in 
the town but today, fewer than 100 
remain — most of them elderly, 
unwilling to move and resigned to 
their fate. 

As one woman in her seventies 
put it “Tbe government and the 
rest of the world do not care about 


Those who have stayed cling to a 
harsh and brutal life, eking out a 
meagre existence from their tobac- 
co, wheat and olive fields amid the 
deafening pounding of artillery and 
the terrifying rattle of machine gun 
fire. 

“How do you expect us to sur- 
vive? They [the Israelis and its 
allied South Lebanon Army militia] 
have been destroying our planta- 
tions and olive groves for years and 
the [Lebanese] government does 
not compensate us,” said one resi- 


dent 

Cars have not been able to travel 
the streets since 1985, when an 
explosion left the main road of the 
village blocked by piles of soil, 
broken concrete blocks and twisted 
metal wreckage. 

Villagers who have them, use 
wheelbarrows to cart their few pos- 
sessions through the snow. Others 
bundle everything on their backs. 

The village school, now down to 
four students, has little in the way 
of supplies beyond a crumbling and 
ancient French-Arabic dictionary 
and a time-worn small brass bell. 

Virtually the only thing in sight 
that appears brand new is an Israeli 
flag, fluttering defiantly above the 
nearby hilltop castle where Israeli 
troops train their spotlights on the 
village non-stop — even in broad 
daylight 


Those spotlights illuminate the 
empty streets- as patrols of Israeli 
troops and the SLA march by, fir- 
ing their machine guns into the 
ground to scare the few remaining 
residents. 

“I tremble every time the Israelis 
or the SLA militiamen comb the 
streets of the village, firing into the 
ground. ' said 20-year-old Mona. 

‘1 wish I could leave and get mar- 
ried. I want to live," she said. 

But that wish is unlikely to come 
true here in Arnun, where such 
hopes are shattered by the sound of 
Israeli artilleiy fire and frustrated 
by the silence of the rest of the 
world. 

. “Besides the Red Cross and a few 
journalists, nobody comes to see 
us. said one elderly villager. 
They tell us to stay but they do 
nothing to help us." 



Dead dogs used to 
end termite plague 


Controversy 
surrounds 
olive pit record 


BRISBANE (AFP) — An 
army captain set a new record 
at the Australian olive pfe spit- 
ting championships Sunday bu 
controversy swirled around 
whether a light cross-wind may 
have hai a role. Australian 
Olives marketing manager 
Chris PresroD sad judges w to 
unsure whether Captain Doug 
Maddocks' 10.5-metre spit was 
assisted by a light cross-wind 
blowing at the Yaflanxici 
olive plantation. But Resttn 
said the judges had decided to 
award Maddocks the tide an?: 
way and history win show a 
new Australian record was set 
Sunday after the soldier added 
two metres to last year's tnak 


Champion screamer 
meets president 


TAIPEI (AP) — A Japanese 
woman who won a shouting 
contest by screaming “Chsx 
up, Lee Teng-huT was mew 
soft spoken when she met & 
Taiwanese president in person 
on Sunday. Manrito 
Kobayashi demurely wished 
Lee a happy birthday during 
their brief meeting in a square 
outside the presidential office 
building in Taipei. Lee. aimed 
76 last Friday. But she recreat- 
ed her winning shriek for 
reporters, letting loose with a 
piercing Japanese rendition of 
her good wishes, which loosely 
translate as cheer up, or “let's 

go." 


Vatican refuses 
demand to pay 
sewage bill 


, ^.ejvsscal 


LAGOS (AFP) — Oil ser- 
vants in Nigeria’s southwest 
Os un State have called in a tra- 
ditional herbalist, or witch doc- 
tor. to end a termite plague that 
is destroying the office of the 
new governor-elect, ’ll* 
omnivorous insects have eaten 
their way into the government 
house at Qke Ha, Oshogbo, 
destroying carpets, chairs, eat- 
ing their way through phone 
lines and damaging the struc- 
ture of the building, according 
to a report, in the Nigeria! 
Sunday Times here. Civ5 ser- 
vants have tried modem meth- 
ods against the termites with- 
out success, the paper said, and 
last week, they railed in tte 
herbalist, on whose advice they 
buried two dead dogs in tbe 
compound to draw away the 
termites. The crick worked for 
two days, but then the insects 
returned to the building, foe 
paper said 
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VATICAN CITY (R) — -T* jte ~ ~ 

Vatican has rejected a detnad WJS Sad agent 
(o pay a sewage bill of sotff . 

$23 million, saying its .tnsdy __ ^ 

with Italy exonerated it fort Si : . . . 
such charges, “It's an age-old hv. 
controversy and one unqpJt*- - ' - 

tiooably based on a nnsund*- • ?*>!•. ~ 

s tandin g, since tbe Lafiecffl . * ■ -"■■y 

Treaty guarantees the state of ^ 

the Vatican City free water & '.] r . . ; 

vices, both because it is a soy- r-T ,7‘ J 
ereign enclave and because ij ^ ^ 
has no autonomous sources. .* , 1 .^ 
chief Vatican spokes®® 

Joaquin Navatro-N&fls • ; 

Navarro- Vails said in a.stafp’ ■' “ 

menl negotiations woe' ® 
progress to try toresolvearo* ^ 
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progress to try to resolve a 
he said was based on a “desite % 
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to apply to fee Vatican '&! 4a ...y murUigen 
state, unilaterally, an taB® Jfcj-..' n^sti 

state law.” * \ h- of 

Pensioners’ 
brothel busted 

ORVTETO (R) — .V#® " p 

police said they had busted 3 [q*. 

jj°n de nies 


ers and detained the -73^: . ' 

old madam and hex6T-y&?" 
boyfriend. They sad ^ Leone 


had been placed undffl^ 
arrest on charges of feVtfP 1 * 
prostitution in the ce^fo§J - 

town nf Drvieto. •' Offi 


Orvietaj 


been used as a ^ 

around two years and w.* 4 lake*} 

the alleged prostitute Jd i fl ■ ' n dc*sj- 
middle-aged women- foj®? .5 1 .Sif^ 


miooje-agea womeu u’ .w. ‘H^esve 

40s and 50s. Hieir; UowaiL 


mostly in their 60 s, gawg 
preseats of mobile .gW 
rings and jev«ffiiy.^3 
money, police sad. 1 . ggi 
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